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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Fribnd was originally printed on stamped 
paper^ and circulated exclusively, by the gene- 
ral post, among the scanty number of sub- 
scribers: with what advantage to himself the 
Author has already related in his Literary Life, 
Subscriptions still out-standing may be sent to 
the Author by the post, if there should be no 
means of conveying the sum without that drawer 
back ; or left for him at Messrs, Boosey and 
Sons, Booksellers, Broad*street. The present 
volumes are rather a rifacciamento than a new 
edition. The additions forming so large a pro* 
portion of the whole work, and the arrange- 
ment being altogether new, I might indeed 
hesitate in bestowing the title of a republica- 
tion on a work, which can scarcely be said to 
have been ever published, in the ordinary trade 
acceptation of the word. 

S. T. COLERIDOB, 

Higl^gate. 



Vol. L 



Friem^d! were an Author pnvileged tp 
name his own judge — in addition to moral 
and intellectual competence I should look 
round for some man, whose knowledge 
and opinions had for the greater part been 
acquired experimentally : and the prae- 
tical habits of whose life had put him oq, 
his guard with respect to all speculative 
reasoning, without rendering him insen- 
sible to the desirableness of principles 
more secure than the shifting rules and 
theories generalized from observations 
merely empirical, or unconscious in how 
many departments of knowledge, andMdth 
how large a portion even of professional 
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men, such principles are still a desidera- 
tum. I would select too one who felt kindly, 
nay, even partially, toward me; but one 
whose partiality had its strongest found- 
ations in hope, 'and more prospective 
than retrospective would make him quick- 
sighted in the detection, and unreserved 
in the exposure of the deficieiicies and 
defects of each present work, in the an- 
ticipation of a more developed future, 
in you, honored Friend! I have found 
all these requisites combined and realized : 
and the improvement, which these Essays 
have derived from your judgment and 
judicious suggestions, would, of itself, 
have justified me in accompanying them 
with a public acknowledgment of the 
the same. But knowing, as you cannot 



IX 



but know, that I owe in great measure 
the power of having written at all to your 
medical skill, and to the characteristic 
good sense which directed its > exertion 
in my behalf ; and whatever I may have 
written in happier vein to the influence 
of your society and to the daily proofs 
of your disinterested attachment — knoi?^- 
ing too, in how entire a sympathy with 
your feelings in this, respect the partner 
of your name has blended the affectionate 
regards of a sister or daughter with almost 
a mother s watchful and unwearied soli- 
citudes alike for my health, interest, and 
tranquillity ;-^you will not, I trust, be 
pained, you ought not, I am sure, to be 
surprised that 
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VOL. t 

Page 31 line 11. a period after oUm, 

IJ. fotfeator, r, fateor. 

— — 19. after Uttrairum, insert pmdentia. 

65 -^ ft. omit iJMrra. 

80 •— 9. for fan, r. fans. 

139 — 18. for them, r. Uiis. 

189 — 16. after toorid, insert " may opine." 

VOL. n. 

^age 306 line 7. for and, repeat " the means'' with a comma 

after " language" 
SiS — 7. for namt, r. « naris." 
332 — 9. for let, r, •* sate." 

VOL. HL 

Page 2 line 2. for re, r. *• ac." 

77 — 17. Begin the second pamgmph mtfa the fol- 
lowing sentences. 
But sach sentiments, it will be said, are the flights of Sps- 
cuLATiTB MiNBs. Be it SO ! Yet to soar is nobler than to 
creep. We attach, likewise, some value to a thing on the mere 
score of its rarity; and Specnlatiye Minds, alas! have been 
rare, &c. 

Page 90, line 14, t. Ideas are here out of the question. I had 
almost said, that Idttu and a Parisian Philosopher are incompatible 
terms, since the latter half, I mean, of the reign of Lewis XIV. 
But even the Concepttoiu of a Frenchman, whatever he admits to 
be conceivable, must, &c. 

Page 168, line 6. Here a new Essay (VI.) should have begun, 
with the motto : — 

*Awarr«v {yrrSrrtff X^yov l{«dfy, iaMfin \6yor. Seeking the reason 
of all things ftom without, they preclude reason.— hThxoph. -in 
MeL The Essays following to be counted accordingly, viz. VII. 
VUL&c. 
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ESSAY I. 

tjrede mihi, non Mt parv^e fiducue. poUieeri 
decertantibus^ consilium dubiia^ lumen aecit^ spem 
defectisy refrigerium fessis. Magna quidem hac sunt 
si flant; parva^ si promittantur, Verum ego non tarn 
aliis legem ponam^ quam legem vobis me€B propriiB 
mentis exponam: quam qui probaverit^ teneat; cuinom 
placuerity abjiciat. Optarem, fateor^ taiis essoy qtii 
prodesse possem quam plurimis. 

Petrarch : '^ De Vita Solitaria/* 

Antecedent to all History, and long 
glimmering through it as a holy Tradition, 
there presents itself to our imagination an inde- 
finite period, dateless as Eternity, a State rather 
Vol. I. B 
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than a Time. For even the sense of sticcession 
is lost in the uniformity of the stream. 

It was toward the close of this golden age 
(the me^lory of which the self-dissatisfied Race 
of Men have everywhere preserved and che- 
fished) when Conscience acted in Man with 
tike ease and uniformity of Instinct; when 
Labor was a sweet name for the activity of 
sane Minds in healthful Bodies, and all en- 
joyed in common the bounteous harvest pro* 
duced, and gathered in, by common effort; 
When there existed in the Sexes, and in the 
Ind^ividuals of each Sex, just variety enough 
to permit and call forth the gentle restlessness 
and final union of chaste love and individnai 
attachment^ each seeking and finding the be* 
loved one by the natural affinity of their Beings ; 
when the dread Sovereign of the Universe was- 
knoWn only as the universal Parent, no Altar 
but the pure Heart, and Thanksgiving and 
grateful Love the sole Sacrifice- 
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In this blest a^e of dignified Innocence 

one of their honored Elders, whose absence 

they vrere beginning to notice, entered wiUi 

hurrying steps the place of their commoil a^- 



ntoiblage at noon, and instanflj atthtcfed tbm 
g^iieral attention and wonder bj the pertor* 
bation of his gestures, and b j a strange trouble 
both in his ejes and over his whole coon* 
tenance. After a short bat deep silence, whea 
the first buz of varied inquiry was becoming 
audible, the old man moved toward a small 
eminence, and having asoended it, he thna 
addressed the hushed and listening company. . 
*^ In the warmth of the approaching mid-day 
as I was reposing in the vast cavern, out of 
which, from its northern portal, issues' the river 
that winds through our vale, a voice powerful^ 
yet not from its loudness, suddenly hailed me. 
Guided by my ear I looked toward the sup^ 
posed place of the sound for some Form, from 
Which it had proceeded. I beheld liothing but 
the glimmering walls of the cavern. Again, as 
I was tuiming round, the same voice hailed me: 
and whithersoever I turned my face, thence 
did the voice seem to proceed. I stood still 
therefore, and in reverence awaited its oontinii* 
ation. < Sojourner of Earth ! C&ese were Um 
words) hasten tb. th6 meetiDg of thy Brethren, 
and the words which thou now hearest, the 
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same do thou repeat unto them. On the thirtieth 
mom from the morrow's sun^rising, and during 
the space of thrice three days and thrice three 
nights, a thick cloud will cover the sky^ and 4 
heavy rain fall on the earth. Go ye therefore, 
ere the thirtieth sun ariseth, retreat to the cavern 
of the river and there abide, till the clouds have 
passed away and the' rain be. over and gone. 
For knt>w ye of a certainty that whomever 
that rain wetteth, on him, yea, on him and on 
his children's children will fall — the spirit of 
Madness/ Yes! Madness was the word of 
t^e voice: what this be^ I know not ! But at 
the sound of the word trembling came npoti 
Hie, and a feeling which I iwould not have had ; 
and I remained even as ye beheld and bow 
behold me." 

The okl man ended, and retired. Confused 
murmurs succeeded, and wonder, and doubt. 
Day followed day, and every day brought 
with it a diminution of the awe impressed. 
They could attach no image, no remembered 
sensations to the threat. The ominous mom 
arrived, the Prophet had retired- to the ap- 
pointed cavern, and there remained alone dur* 



ing the appointed time^ On the tenth morn* 
ing, he emerged from his place of shelter^ 
and sought his friends and brethren. But alasl 
bow affrigfatful the change ! Instead of the 
common children of one great family, working 
towards the same aim by reason, even as the 
bees in their hives by instinct, he looked and 
beheld, here a miserable wretch watching over 
a heap of hard and unnutritious small sub* 
stances, which he had dug out of the earth, at 
the cost of mangled limbs and exhausted facul* 
ties. This he appeared to worship, at this he 
gazed, even as the youths of the vale had been 
accustomed to gaze at their chosen virgins.in the 
first season of their choice. TAerehesawafiprmer 
companion speeding on and panting after a 
butterfly, or a withered leaf whirling onward 
in the breeze ; and another with pale and dis* 
torted countenance following close behind, and 
still stretching forth a dagger to stab his precur«- 
sor in the back. In another place he observed 
a whole troop of his feUow-men famished and 
in fetters, yet led by one of their brethren who 
bad enslaved them, and pressing furiously on- 
wards in the hope of famishing and enslaving 



Another troop moving in an opposite direction* 
For the first time, tl^e Prophet missed his ac- 
customed power of distinguishing between his 
dreams and his waking perceptions. He stood 
gazing and motionless, when several of the 
race gathered around him, and enquired of 
each ofiier. Who is this man ? how strangely 
he looks! how wild! — ^a worthless idler! ex- 
claims one : assuredly, b very dangerous madr 
man! cries a second. In short, from words 
they proceeded to violence : till harrassed, en* 
dangered, solitary in a world of forms like hit 
own, without sympathy, without object of love, 
he at length espied in some foss or furrow 
a quantity of the maddening water still un- 
evaporated, and uttering the last words of 
reason, It is in vain to be sane in a woulld 
OF MADMEN) plunged and rolled himself in 
the liquid poison, and came out as mad and 
not more wretched than his neighbours and 
acquaintance. 

The plan of The Friend is comprized in the 
motto to this Essay.* This tale or allegory 

• (Translation,) — Believe me, it requires no little con- 
fidence, to promise Help to the Struggling, Counsel to the 



seems to me to contain the objections to its 
practicability in all their strength. Either says 
the Sceptic, you are the Blind ofTering to lead 
the Blind, or you are talking the language 
of Sight to those who do not possess the sense! 
of Seeing. If you mean to be read, try to 
entertain and do not pretend to instruct 
To such objections it would be amply suffi- 
cient, on my system of f^iithy to answer, that 
we are not all blind, ttut all subject to dis- 
tempers of "the mental sight," diifering iu 
kind and in degree ; that though all men afig 
in error, they are not all in the same error, n6t 
at the same time ; and that each therefore may 
possibly heal the other, even as two or more 

Donbtfal, Ligfii to the Blind, Hope to the Detpottd«nt, Re- 
freshment to the Weary. These are indeed great tbingt, if 
they be accompluhed ; trifleg if they exist but in a pro- 
mise. I however aim not so much to prescribe a Law for 
others, as to set forth the Law of my own Mind; which 
let the man, who shall have approved of it, abide by ; 
and let him, to whom it shall appear not reasonable, re- 
ject it. It is my earnest wish, I confess, to employ my 
understanding and acquirements in that mode and direcn 
tjon, in which I may be enabled to benefit the largest 
number possible of my fellow^creatures. 
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physicians, all diseased m their general health 
jet under the immediate action of the disease on 
different days, may remove or alleviate the com- 
plaints of each other. But in respect to the enter^ 
tainingness of moral writings, if in entertain- 
inent be included whatever delights the imagi- 
nation or affects the generous passions, so far 
from rejecting such a mean of persuading the 
human soul, my very system compels me 
to defend not only the propriety but the 
absolute necessity of adopting it, if we really 
intend to render our fellow-creatures better or 
wiser. 

But it is with dullness as with obscurity. 
It may be positive, an^ the author V fault; 
but it may likewise be relative, and if the 
author has presented his bill of fare at the 
portal, the reader has himself only to blame. 
The main question then is, of what class 
are the persons to be entertained ? — " One of 
the later schools of the Grecians (says Lord 
Bacon) is at a stand to think what should be 
in it that men should love lies, where neither 
they make for pleasure, as with poets ; nor 
for advantage, as with the merchant ; but. foe 
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tiie lie's sake. I cannot tell why, this same 
truth is a naked and open daj-light, that doth 
not shew the masques and mummeries and 
triumphs of the present world half so stately 
and daintily, as candle-lights. Truth may 
perhaps come to the price of a pearl, that 
sheweth best by day ; but it will not rise to 
the price of a diam<md or carbuncle, which 
sheweth best in varied lights. A mixture of 
lies doth ever add pleasure. Doth any man 
doubt, that if there were taken from mens' 
minds vain opinions, flattering hopes, false 
valuations, imaginations as one wouid^ and 
the like vinum Daemonum (as a Father calleth 
poetry) but it would leave the minds of a 
number of men poor shrunken things, full of 
melancholy and indisposition, and unpleasing 
io themselves ? " 

A melancholy, a too general, but not, I trust, 
a universal truth I — and even where it does 
apply, yet in many instances not irremediable. 
Such at least must have been my persuasion : or 
the present volumes must have been wittingly 
written to no purpose. If I beheved our nature 
fettered to all this wretchedness of head and 
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heart by an absolute and innate necessity, at 
least by a necessity which no human power, 
no efforts of reason or eloquence could remove 
or lessen ; I should deem it even presumptuous 
to aim at other or higher object than that of 
amusing a small portion of the reading public. 
And why not? whispers worldly prudence. 
To amuse though only to amuse our visitors 
is wisdom as well as good-nature, where it 
is presumption to attempt their amendment. 
And truly it would be most convenient to me 
in respects of no trifling importance, if I could 
persuade myself to take the advice. Relaxed 
by these principles from all moral obligation, 
and ambitious of procuring pastime and self- 
oblivion for a race, which could have nothing 
noble to remember, nothing desirable to anti- 
<;ipate, I might aspire even to the praise of 
the critics and diletanti of the higher circles of 
society ; of some trusty guide of blind fashion ; 
some pleasant Analyst of Taste, as it exists 
both in the palate and the soul ; some living 
guage and mete-wand of past and present 
genius. But alas! my former studies would 
still have left a wrong bias! If instead of 
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per{ilexiiig my common sense wiih the flights 
of Plato, c^nd of stiffening over the meditations 
of the Imperial Stoic, I had been labouring 
to. imbibe th^ gay spirit of a Casti, or had 
employed my erudition, for the benefit of the 
favoured few, in elucidating the interesting 
deformities of ancient Greece and India, what 
might I not have hoped from the suffrage of 
those, who turn in weariness from the.Paradise 
Lost, because compared with the prurient 
heroes and grotesque monsters of Italian 
Romance, or even with the narrative dialogues 
of the melodious Metastasio, that — ^* Adven* 
turous Song, 

^ Which justifies the ways of God to Man'^ 

has been found a poor substitute for a Grimaldi, < 
a most inapt medicine for an occasional pro- 
pensity to yawn? For, as hath been decided, 
to fill up pleasantly the brief intervals of 
fashionable pleasures, and above all to charm 
away the dusky Gnome of Ennui, is the 
chief and appropriate business of the Poet 
and — the NovellistI This duty unfulfilled. 
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Apollo will have lavished his best gifts in 
vain ; and Urania henceforth must be eootent 
to inspire Astronomers alone, and leave the 
Sons of Verse to more amusive Patronesses. 
And yet — ^and yet — ^but it will be time to be 
serious, when my visitors have sat down. 



ESSAY II. 
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Sie oporiei ad librmnypre9ertim mUoellanei generis^ 
iegendum acceders lectorem^ ui solei ad eonvivium 
eanviva civilU. Convivatar onnitiiHr omnibua 9aiia' 
J^aeere: et iamen si quid apponiiur^ quod kt^fug aui 
iUiu9 paiato nou respondeat^ et hie et t'/ls urbane 
disnmuianty et alia fereula probamt, ne quid c<m- 
iristent eonvivatorem» Q uie euim eum convivamferaif 
qui tantum hoc animo veniat ad mensam, ut carpens 
qwB ^fpponuntur nee vescatur ipse, nee alios vesci 
sinat? et tamen hie quoquS reperiaa incivitioree^ qui 
paiam^ qui eine fine damnent ac laeerent opue^ quod 
nunquam legerini, AH hoe pluaquam sycophanticam 
eet damnare quod nesciae. Eraamvs. 

The musician may tane his instrument in 
private, ere his audience have jet assembled : 
the architect conceals the foundation of his 
building beneath' the superstructure. But an 
author's harp must be toned in the hearing of 
those, who are to understand itti aft^r harmonies ; 
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(he foundation stones of his edifice must lie 
open to common view, or his friends will 
hesitate to trust themselves beneath the roof. 

Prom periodical Literature the general Reader 
deems himself entitled to expect amusement, 
and some degree of information, and if the 
Writer can convey any instruction at the same 
time and without demanding any additional 
thought (as the Irishman, in the hackneyed jest, 
is said to have passed off a light guinea between 
two good halfpence) this supererogatory merit 
will not perhaps be taken amiss. Now amuse- 
ment in and for itself may be afforded by the 
gratification either of the curiosity or of the 
passions. I use the former word as distin- 
guished from the love of knowledge, and the 
latter in distinction from those emotions which 
arise in well-ordered minds, from the percept 
tion of truth or falsehood, virtue or vice :— 
^motions, which are always preceded by thought, 
and linked with improvement Again, all in* 
formation pursued without any wish of becom- 
ing wiser or better thereby, I class dmong thd 
gratifiqalions of mere curiostity, whether it be ■ 
sought lor in a light Novel or a grave History. 
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We may therefoire.omit the word InformatiOB, as 
included either in Amusement or Instructicm. 

The present Work is an experiment; ndt 
whether a Writer may- honestly overlook the 
one, or successfully omit the other, of the two 
elements themselves, which serious Readers at 
least persuade themselves, they pursue; but 
whether a change might not be hazarded of the 
usual order 9 in which periodical writers have in 
general attempted to convey them. Having 
myself experienced that no delight either in 
kind or degree, was equal to that which accom- 
panies the distinct perception of a fundamental 
truth, relative to our moral being ; havii^» long 
after the completipn of what is oidinarily called 
a learned education, discovered a new world 
of intellectual profit opening on me — ^not from 
any new opinions, but lying, as it were, at the 
roots of those which I had been taught in 
childhood in my Catechism and Spelling-book; 
there arose a soothing hope in my mind that a 
lesser Public might be found, composed of 
persons susceptible of the siame delight, and 
desirous of attaining it by the same process^ 
I heard a whisper too from within, (I trust 
that it proceeded from Couscience npt Vanity) 
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that a duty was perC^rmed m the endeaVonr to 
render it as much easier to them, than it. had 
been to me, as could be effected by the united 
efforts of my understanding and imagination.* 

* In conformity with this anxious wish I shall make 
no apology for subjoining a Translation of my Motto to 
this i^esay, 

(Tranalation,) A reader should sit down to a book, 
especially of' the miseellaneous kindy aa a well-behaved 
visitor does to a banquet. The master of the feast exerts 
himself to satisfy all his guests ; but if after all his care 
and pains there should still be something or other put on 
the table that does not suit this or that person^s taste, they 
politely pass it over without noticing ^e circumstance, 
and commend other dishes, that they may not distress 
their kind host, or throw any damp on his spirits. For 
who could tolerate a guest that accepted f^i invitation to 
your table with no other purpose but that of finding fault 
with every thing put before him, nei^er eating himself, 
or sndering others to eat in comfort. And yet you may 
fall in with a still worse set than evdn these, with churia 
that in all companies and without istop or stay, will con<* 
demtk and pull to pieces a work which they had never 
read. But this sinks below the baseness of an Iitfarmer^ 
yea, though he were a false witness to boot ! The man, 
who abuses a thing of which he is utterly ignorant, unites 
the infamy of both — and in addition to this, makes himself 
the pander and sycophant of his own and other men^s envy 
and malignity. 



Ikctiuited by this impulHe, the Writer wishes, 
i& the following Essays, to convey not in- 
struction, merely, but fundamental instruction ; 
not so much to shew my Reader this or that 
fact, as to kiqdle his own torch for him, and 
leave it to himself to chuse the particular ob- 
jects, which he might wigh to examine by its 
light The Frirnp does not indeed exclude 
from his plan occasaonal interludes; and Vaca^ 
tions of InnoCmt entertainment and promiscu- 
ous information, but still in the main he pro- 
poses to himself the communication of such 
delight as rewards the march of Truth, ratheir 
than to collect the flowers which diversify its 
track, in order to present them apart from the 
hpmely yet foodful or medicinable herbs, among 
which they had grown. To re£^r men's opir 
nions to their absolute principles, and thence 
their feelings to the appropriate objects, and in 
•their due degrees; and finally, to apply the 
principles thus ascertained, to the formation of 
stedfast convictions concerning the most im- 
portant <)uestions of Politics, Morality, and Re- 
ligion-^ these are to.be the objects and th^ 
contaits of his worjt. 

Vol. I. c 



Themei^ like these not e^en the' genius ot a 
Plato or a Bacon eould render intelligible^ 
without demanding from the Reader THOUGHT 
flometimeis, and ATTENTION generally. By 
tHouoHT I here mean the voluntary pifoduotion' 
m our own minds of those states of conscious* 
Aess, to which, as to his fundamental &ets, the. 
Writer &as referred us: while attention has 
for its objei3t the order and conneeiioB of 
Thoughts and Images, each of which is in its^ 
already and familiarly known. Thus thiB ele* 
ments of Geometry require attention only; but 
the analysis of our primary fticulties, and the 
investigation of all the absolute grounds of Re* 
ligioB and Morals, are impossible without ener-^ 
gies of Thought in addition to the effort of 
Attention. The Friend will not attempt 'to 
disguise from his Readers that both Attention 
and Thought are Efforts, and the latter a 
mdst diffleult and laborious Effort ; nor from 
liimself, that to require it often or for any 
eoiitinuance of time is incompatible with the 
nature of the present Publication, even were it 
less incongruous than it unfortunately is with 
the present habits and pursuits of EogUshiaeB. 
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Aceofdiiigfly I shall be on my guaM to nidk# 
the Numbers as few as possible^ which wotild 
require from a well educated. Reader any 
energy of thought and voluntary abstraction* 
i-:Bttt iUtentiOD, J confess, will, be tequisite 
a rougboui^ except ia the excursive, and. misi 
c^Uaneous Essays vthat will be found interposed 
between each- of the three main divisionvof 
the W6rk. On whatever subject the mind 
(e^ a-liv^y- interest, attention though, always 
an effort, becomes a delightful effort. . lalumM 
be quite at ease, could I secure for the whole 
Work as much of it, as a card party of 
earnest whist-players often expend in a single 
evening, or a lady in the making-up of a 
fashionable dress. But where no interest pre- 
viously exists, attention (as every schoolmaster 
knows) can be procured only by terror: which 
is the true reason why the majority of mankind 
learn nothing systematically, except as school- 
boys or apprentices. 

Happy shall I be, from other motives besides 
those of self-interest, if no fault or deficiency 
on my part shall prevent the Work from fur- 
nishing a presumptive proof, that there are stili 

c2 
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to be found among us a respectable number t>f 
Readers who are desirous to derive pleasure 
from the consciousness of being instructed or 
ameliorated : and who feel a sufficient interest 
as to the foundations of their own opinions in 
Literature, Politicks, Morals, and Religion, to 
afford that degree of attention, without ^which, 
boweyer men may deceive themselves, no 
actual progress ever was or ever can be made 
in that knowledge, which supplies at once both 
strength and nourishment 
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A!\X! MC TopikaPpy r^y rixy^iy wapa oWf r6 xpirw 

pky cir^vc 
Kytiwvay vwo KOfnrao^arwy^ teal piifj^ruy CTa^^wKy 
¥^yaya ftiy irp^ntoy &vr»v, ical to fiapos iifttKoyj 
STrvXX/dic icol ircpcraroic i^a^ Tarrkloiiri fwcpoic 

Arutoph. Raum* 

Imitation. • 
VTiMii I received tbe Mom from jrov, I foiud her 

pufied ^d pampered, 
lyitii pompouB aeoiences and terms, a enmVroiu huge 

virago. 
Sly first attention was applied to make her look genteelly, 
And bring her to a moderate bnlk by dint of lighter diet, 
X fed her with plain household phrase, and cool familiar 

sallad, 
With water-gruel episode, with sentimental jelly, 
lYith moral mince-meat : till at length I brought her 

within compass. Frere. 

* This Imitation is printed here by permission of the 
Author, from a Series of free '^translations of selected 
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In the preceding Number I named the pre- 
sent undertaking an Experiment. The expla- 
nation will be found in the following Letter, 
written to a Correspondent during the first at- 
tempt, and before the plan was discontinued 
from an original error in the mode of circula- 
tion, as noticed in the Preface. '^ 



■ To J8. i. 
Dear Sir, 

When I first undertook the present PufaU* 
totion for the sake and with ^ the av^yu^ 
object of referring men in all things to Prin- 
ciples or fundamental truths, I was well 
a#are of the Qbstacles which the plan . its^ 
would oppose to my success. For in order 
to the regular attainment of this object, all the 
driest and least attractive Essays must appear 
in the first fifteen or twenty Numbers, and thus 

Scenes from Aristophanes: a work, of which, (ehonld 
the Author be persuaded to make it public), it is my^ 
most deliberate judgment, and inmost conviction, that it 
will form an important epoch in English Literature, and 
open outsources of metrical and rhythmical wealth in the 
v^iry heart oC aor limguage, of wUch fQW^ if aoy, among 
iiuiweai^are. S.X^C. 



w^i^t me to tb0 n0cemtj of demanding effort 
^r Inciting p^ti^n^ ia tbat part of the Work^ 
3ithere it ^a9.m0«tiiiy interest to secure tbM 
f^ot^ence .of my r^ad^s hy .winding theiif 
feroiMT- Though I dai^ warrant for . the 
I)|ea«antQesii . of th^ jpnrnQjr op th^ whoj^ ; 
^MOttgh I might projoftise that the road wpi^ldi 
liorthe far greater part of it, be found plaii} 
lUkd easy, that it would ^as3 throfugh countrief 
of. .various prospfK^t, and that at. eyery stage 
Ibere would be a change of company ^ it still 
ffpnained a heavy disadvantage, that 1 had t^ 
start at the foot of a high anjl steep hiU : an4 
{^.fopcefiiaw,, not witho^ut occasional feelij^gs of 
despondency, that during theslo^vv^ apd laboriom 
fljiq^ntit would require .np common management 
fo keep .my paasenger^. in good humoui witll 
the vehicle and its driver. As far as thip in? 
convenience couhl be palliated by sinoeritj 
ftlkd previous eoniessiqn, I have no reai^fon to 
accuse . myself of peglept In the prospectuf 
of The Fribnp, which, for this cause I re* 
printed and annexed to the first Number, I 
felt it my duty to inform su<^h as mig^ bf 
inclined to patronize the publication, tti<^ J 
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must submit to be esteemed dull by those wkd 
sought chiefly for amusement : and tUSii i 
hazarded as a general confession, though iii 
my own mind I felt a chearful confidence that 
it would apply almost exclusively to the earlier 
Numbers. I could not therefore be surprized, 
however much I may have been depressed, 
by the frequency with which you hear The 
Friend complained of for its abstruseness and 
obscurity ; nor did the highly flattering ex- 
pressionSy with which you accompanied your 
communication, prevent me from feeling its 
truth to the whole extent. 

An author's pen, like children's legs, improves 
by exercise. That part of the blame which 
rests on myself, I am exerting my best 
faculties to remove. A man long accustomed 
to silent and solitary meditation, in proportion 
as he encreases the power of thinking in long 
and connected trains, is apt to lose or lessen 
the talent of communicating his thoughts with 
grace and perspicuity. Doubtless too, I have 
in some measure injured my style, in respect 
to its facility and popularity, from having 
almost confined my reading, of late years, to 



•tte tfotks of tde Ancients and (hose of Ihe 

elder Writers in the modern languages. We 

li^sensiblj imitate what we habitually admire ; 

and an aversion to the epigrammatic un« 

connected periods of the fashionable AngU}^ 

gaUican taste has too often made me willing 

to forget, that the stately march and difBcult 

eyolutionSy which characterize the eloquence 

of Hooker, Bacon, Milton, and Jeremy Taylor, 

are, notwithstanding their intrinsic excellence^. 

still less suited to a periodical Essay. This 

fanlt I am now endeavouring to correct; 

though I can never so far sacrifice my judged 

ment to the desire of being immediately popular, 

astocast my sentences in the French moulds^ 

or affect a style which an ancient critic woiild 

have deemed purposely invented for persons 

troubled with the asthma to read, and for 

those to comprehend who labour under the' 

more pitiable asthma of a short- witted intellect 

It cannot but be injurious to the human mind 

never to be called into effort: the habit of 

receiving pleasure without any exertion of 

thought, by the mere excitement of curiosity^ 

and sensibility, may be justly ranked amon^^ 
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Ifae worst ^£kcto :of halritcwij novd re^dio^. 
Jt . is true that these short and uiicoiiii^ciei 
senteoces are easily and instantly iindesstood ; 
j)ut it is equally .true» that wfoiting aU ;th^ 
l^ement of thought as well as of style, aH the 
connections, and (if you will for^ve eQ^ ^taaI 
j^ . metaphor) all the Jux^a-and'^es oi t||f 
anemory 9 they are as easily forgotten : or rattieiv 
^ is scarcely pqssil^le that they sbpuld 1^ r^ 
]neiabered,-^Nor \s it less-true, that thos^- whQ 
qon&ne their reading to .such book& dwarf 
Iheir own faculties, and finally reduce thei^ 
understandings to a deplorable imbecility : ^ 
ftifii you mention^ and which 1 shall he^^eafter 
Hiake use of, is a fitir instance and a striking 
Illustration. Like idle morning visitojrs, Hm 
i)risk and breathless peiiods hurry in and 
hurry off in quick and profitless succession ; 
each indeed for the n^ome^ts of its stay prevents 
the pain of vacancy, while it indulgesi.tbfl 
love of sloth ; but all together they leave the 
n^istress of the house (the soul I mean) flat 
and exhausted^ incapable of attending to her 
own concerns, and unfitted for the conveisatiop 
of niore rational guests* _ ., 



r I; kaew you wiU not siuBpeot me of frMitfyini 
so idle a l^pe, as that of obtfuaing aequilW 
by recFiminiation ; or think that { ao^ attaduftg 
pile faultj in order that its opposite may eseap^ 
potice in the noise and smoke <^{ the batttryi 
Qn the contrary, I shall do my best, andeYeit 
mptke ^11 allowable saciifioes, to render -iiijr 
Banner more attractive and -my matter mojM 
g^erally interesting. In the eataUishmenit of 
principles and fund««neqtal doctrines, L must of 
mecei^ity require the attentionof .my reader -to 
become my feUow-labourer* The priwury £iu9ti 
essential to the inteUigibilify of 'my priBCtplftt 
I can prove to others only* %a far as I can pto^ 
vail on them to retire i^a/o thenweloe^ a&d*^]^ 
their own minds the olyects -of their 8ted£E||H|; 
attey;ion< But, on tber other hand, I feel tocr 
4e^ly- the importance of the convictions, wbicb 
first impelled mo to the present undertakingi 
to le^ve unattempled any honourable me«tns of 
Becomm^nding them to as wide a circle (Ml 
possible. 

Hitherto, my dear Sir> I have been employed 
ip. laying the fonndation of my Work. Buir 
4iie proper merit of a foundation i^ its uitpjt:, 



Ififlteness aiid solidity. Tlie conveniences' ^d 
ornaments, the gilding and stucco work, tli^ 
Hirashine and sunny prospects/ will come witb 
tte superstructure. Yet I dare not flatter myself; 
th&t any endeavours of mine, compatible witb 
the duty I owe to truth and the hope of per-^ 
manent utility, will render The Friei^d 
agreeable to the majority of what is called th€^ 
reading public. I never expected it. How* 
ittdeed could I, when I was to borrow so little 
frokn the influence of passing events, and when f 
hadabsolutely excluded from my plan all appeal 
to personal curiosity and personal interests?* 
Yet even this is not my greatest impediment. 
No real information can be conveyed, na 
important errors rectified, no widely injurious 
prejudices rooted up, without requiring some 
effort or thought on the part of the readen"^ 
But the obstinate (and toward a contemporary^ 
Writer, the conteniptuous) aversion to all intel-^ 
kctual ^ort is the mother evil of all which t 
had proposed to war against, the Queen Bee 
in the hive of our errors and misfortunes, both 
private and national. To solicit the attention 
of -ttose^ on whom these debilitating caos^' 



kave aeted to their full extent, would be no 
less absurd than to recommehd exercise witli 
the dumb bells, as the only mode of cure, to a 
patient paralytic in both arms. You, my deal 
Sir, well know, that my expectations were 
more modest as well as more rational. I hoped, 
that my readers in general would be aware of 
the impracticability of suiting every Essay to 
every taste in any period of the work ; and 
that they would not attribute wholly to the 
author, but in part to the necessity of his 
i>lan, the austerity and absence of the lighter 
graces in the first fifteen or twenty numbers. 
In my cheerfal moods I sometimes flattered 
myself, that a few even among those, who fore- 
saw that my lucubrations would at all times 
require more attention than from the nature 
of their own employments they could afford 
them, might yet find a pleasure in supporting 
^e Friend during its infancy, so as to give it 
a chance of attracting the notice of others, to 
whom its style and subjects might be better 
adapted. But my main anchor ys as the Hope, 
that when circumstances gradually enabled 
me to adopt the ordinary means of making 
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&e puUicatioii gienemliy known, fh^re mi^^ 
1^ fooaid thpoiigbout the Kingdom a sufficient 
number of meditative minds, who, entertaining 
llimiiat conyictions wi<h myself, and gratified 
l^jr ttie^'-proisp^ct'^f seeing them tedueed. fo 
^rm>iiind sy8(;^,i wxmld take.a warminteoresfc 
In A« 'Work from, the rety droumstance, tJmi 
it ' granted ^ those aUueements of • tvanaitery 
interests, which render particular patronage 
iuperfluous,^ Knd for tte brief season of theil' 
Idewand ft^grance attract the eye of /ttiousahd^ 
Who would pass unregarded 

£. , , ; . p -. . _ . — — ; — Flowen , 

. Of sober tint, and Herbs of medicinable powers. 

'■'''■,■• • • ■ ■' ' s.T.c: 

In these three introductory Ntimbers, Thk 
Frij^nd has endeavoured to realize his promise 
of giving an honest bill of fare, botb as to the 
objects and the style of the Work. With r€^- 
ferenceio boft I conchide with a prophecy rf 
Siinon 'firyncBUS, from his premonition to the 
candid- Reader, prcffixed tb Fieinus^s translatloa 
bf Pfeto, published at Leyden, 1587. fitow far 
ithns^eeii gradually fuI&Ued in tii]ji.xo«n<iy 



fltoei flie revolution in 1680, I Imto to my 
candid and intelligent Readers to determine. . 

< Ac dolet mibi quidem deliciis literarum in- 
escato^ subit6 jam homines adeo esse, prsesertim 
qui Christianos esse profitentur, ut legere nisi 
quod ad presentem gustum facit, sustineant 
nibii: unde et disciplinee et philosophia ipsa 
jam fere prorsus etiam a doctis negliguntur. 
Quod quidem propositum studiorum nisi mature 
corrigetur, tarn magnum rebus ineommodum 
dabit, quam dedit barbaries olim. pertinax res 
barbaries est, fixator ; sed minus poT^st tamen, 
quam ilia persuasa literarum/si RATIONE caret, 
sapientisB virtutisque specie misery lectores 
circumducens. 

' Succedet igitur, ut arbitrof, baud ita multo 
post, pro rustican& sseculi nostri ruditate capta- 
trix ilia blandi-loquentia, robur animi yirilil^ 
omne, omnem virtutem masculum profligature;, 
nisi cavetur/ 

(Translation.) — In very troth, it grieveth 
jfie that men, those especially who profess 
fbemselves to be Christians, should be so taken 
with the sweet Baits of Literature that thej 
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csa Andnre to read nol 
immediate gratificatioiiy no matter how low ei& 
sensual it may be. Consequently, the more 
aimtere and disciplinary branches of philoso^hjr 
itself^ are almost wholly neglected, even by the 
leiarned. — A course of study (if such reading, 
with such a purpose in view, could deserve that 
name) which, if not corrected in time, will oc- 
casion worse consequences than even barbarism' 
did in the times of our forefathers. Barbarism 
is, I own, a wilful headstrong thing; but with 
all its blind obstinacy it has less power of doing 
barm than this self-sufficient, self-satisfied plain 
good common-sense sort of writing, this pru- 
dent saleable popular style of composition, if it 
be deserted by Reason and scientific Insight f 
pitiably decoying the minds of men by an im- 
posing shew of amiableness, and practical 
Wisdom, so that the delighted Reader knowing 
Nothing knows all about almost every thing. 
There will succeed therefore in my opinion, 
and that too wifliin no long time, to the rude- 
ness and rusticity of our agie, that ensnaring 
meretricious poptdarness in Literature, with all 
the tricksy humilities of the. ambitious candr- 
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dates for the favorable suffrages of the judicious 
Public, which if we do not take good care will 
break up and scatter before it all robustness 
and manly vigor of intellect, all masculine 
fortitude of virtue. 
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ESSAY IV. 

8i modd qua Naiwrd ei Raiiime eamee^Mm tM, 

•fmaipterMiiw, Pil^viiitiohis ni«pt'eto • moItU fwpi 

UmgiiHme abetwe debet. MMa AnHquUM, uebimet 

nihii, errogamu9, NUkiiue vP Nihil w^ekereMk^ 

nisi fudd ommia ommi amimo Veritati arrogamu9 et 

SancHmaniam 

Ulr. Rinoy. De Conirweniii. 

(Translaiian.) — If we asaume only what Nature 
and Reason have granted, with no shadow of right ean 
we be suspected of J^reHmiption, To Antiquity' we 
arrogate many things, to ourselves nothing. Nothing? 
Aye nothing: unless indeed it be, that with all our 
strength we arrogate all things to Trnth and M^ral 
Parity. * 

IT has been remarked by the celebrated 
Haller, that we are deaf while we are 
yawning. The same act of drowsiness that 
stretches open our mouths, closes our ears. 
It is much the same in acts of the understanding* 



A Umj balf-attentioB amounte to a mental 
yawn. Where then a subject, that demands 
thought, has been thoughtfully treated, and 
with an exact and patient derivation from its 
pnnciples, we must be willing to exert a portioa 
of the same effort, and to tkini with the 
author, or the author will hare thought in Tain 
for us. It makes httie diflfbreiice for the time 
l>eing, whether ' there be an hiatus oscitoM 
in the reader's attention, or an hiatus /aery* 
mabilis in the author's manuscript When thif 
oecurs during the p^uaal of a work of known 
authority and established fame, we honestly 
lay the fault on our own deficiency, or on 
ihe unfitness of our present mood ; but when 
it is a contemporary production, oVer which 
we have been nodding, it is far more pleasant 
to pronounce it insiffftradly dtUl and obscure. 
Indeed, as charity b^ginis at home, it would be un* 
reasonable to expect that a reader should charge 
himself with lack of int@ll66t, when the effect may 
be equally well accounted for by declaring the 
author unintelligible ; of ttiat he should accuSie 
hia own inattention, 'if^hen by half a dosen 
l^hraaes of abuse, as ^ heavy stuffs metaphyaicdl 
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jargon^ &c. he can at oi^ee excuse bis laziiies^, 
and gratify his pride, scorn, and envy. Tq 
similar impulses we must attribute the praises 
of a true . modem reader, when be meets with 
a work in the true modem taste: videlicet, 
eiQier in skipping, unconnected, short-winded 
asthmatic sentences, as easy to be understood 
as impossible to be remembered, in which 
the merest common-place acquires a momentary 
poignancy, a petty titillating sting, from affected 
point and wilful antithesis ; or else in stmtting 
and rounded periods, in which the emptiest 
tmisms are blown Up into illustrious bubbles 
by help of film and inflation. " Aye !" (quoth 
the delighted reader) '^ this is sense, this is 
genius! this I understand and admire! I have 
thought the very same a hundred times 
myself P^ In other words, this man has re- 
.minded me of my own cleverness, and therefore 
I admire him. O ! for. one ,piece of egotism 
that presents itself under its own honest bare 
face of "I myself I," there are fifty that 
steal out in the mask of tuisms and iUe-ism^! 
It has ever been my opinion, that an exces* 
sire solicitude to avoid the use of our first 
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personal pronoun' more often has its source in 
conscious selfishness than in true self-oblivion: 
A quiet observer of human follies may often 
amuse or sadden his thoughts by detecting a 
perpetual feeling of purest egotism through a 
long masquerade of Disguises, the half of which, 
had old Proteus been master of as many, would 
have wearied out the patience of Menelaus. I 
say, the patience only: for it would ask more 
than the simplicity of Polypheme, with his one 
eye extinguished, to be deceived by so poor a 
repetition of Nobody. Yet I can with strictest 
truth assure my Readers that with a pleasure 
combined with a sense of weariness I see the nigh 
approach of that point of my labours, in which I 
can convey my opinions and the workings of 
my heart without reminding the Reader ob- 
trusively of myself. But the frequency, with 
which I have spoken in my own person, recals 
my apprehensions to the second danger, which 
it was my hope to guard against; the probable 
charge of Arrogance, or presumption, both 
for daring to dissent from the opinions of great 
authorities, and, in my following numbers per^^ 
baps, fi^m the general opinion concerning tho 



mie vtltte of certftiii attthdriS^s delved gfi^it 
The wordy Pmesumptioiiy I appropriate to tb§ 
ihfemul feeling, and Arrogance to the way and 
iHtoner of outwardly expressing ourselves. 
* As no iHan can rightfully be condemned 
Without reference to some definite law, by Hie 
knowledge of which he might have avoided the 
giveU fault, it is necessary so to define the con* 
stituent qualities and conditions of arrogance, 
thai a reason may be assignable why we pto* 
dduuce one man guilty and acquit another. 
fot merely to call a person arrogant or most 
iif rogaut, can convict no one of the vice except 
^rhaps the accuser. I was once present, when 
k young man who had l<?ft his books and a 
glass of watet to join a convivial party, each 
of whom had nearly finished his second bottle. 
Was pronounced very drunk by Ae whole 
^fiy-r-" he looked so strange and pale!** 
'Mttby a man, who has contrived to hide his 
^liteg passion or predominant defect from 
himself. Will betray the same to dispassionate 
observer^, by his f)roneness on all occasions 
t6 suspi^ct or acciisi others of it Now Atrtt*- 
gante tiiid Presumption, Irke all o^et^ mdi^al 



^MtittMittujit be slkewn by somi^ act or eonduot: 
Md this too muKt be im act Aat implies^ if 
ool M immediate concurrence of the WiU^ jet 
flWtte feulty coQfititulioB of the Moral Habili. 
For all criminality gupposes its essentiab to 
kave been within the power of thfe Age&t 
Silher therefore the facta adduced do ot them^ 
aidves convey the whole proof of the charge, 
attd the question rests on Uie^ruth or acounuj)^ 
with which they have been stated ; or they 
aiequire their diameter from the circumstances, 
I have looked into a ponderous Review of the 
Corpieuscular Philosopy by a Sicilian Jesuit, in 
which the acrimonious Father frequendyex-' 
presses his doubt, whether he should pronoulloi 
]l<^yle or Newton more impious than pr9^ 
mmptmmSf or more presumptuous than im^ 
pious. They had both attacked the reigning 
opinions on most important subjects, opiiiioni 
sanctioaed by the greatest names of antiquity^ 
and by the g^erai suArage of their learned 
Contemporaries or immediate Pi>edece6S(NrB# 
liocke was assailed with a fell cry for ^9 pre* 
mmptton in having deserted the philosophical 
system at tbjBA time generally received by the 
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Universities of Europe ; and of liite jrenrti. Dr. 
Priestly bestowed the epitiiets of arrogant and 
insolent on Reid, Beattie, &e. for presuming: 
to arraign certain opinions of Mr. Locke, him-;, 
self repaid in kind by many of his own coun* 
trymen for his theological novelties. It will, 
scarcely be affirmed, that these accusationif 
were all of them just, or that any of them were 
fit. or courteous. Must we therefore say, that 
in order to avow doubt or disbelief of a por 
pular persuasion without arrogance, it is re-, 
quired that the dissentient should know himself 
to possess the genius, and foreknow that he 
diQuld acquire the reputation, of Locke, Newton, 
Boyle, or even of a Reid or Seattle? But as 
this knowledge and prescience are impossible 
in the strict sense of the words, and could 
'mean no more- than a strong inward convi.ction^ 
it is manifest that such a rule, if it were uni- 
versally established, would encourage the pre- 
sumptuous, and condemn modest and humble 
minds alone to silence. And as this silence 
could not acquit the individuars own mind of 
presumption, unless it were acqoiopanied. by 
C0|isci<>us acquiescepce; Modesty ; itself , mus^ 
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b^ome an inert quality, which even in private 
society never displays its charms more unequi-«. 
y.ocally than in its mode of reconciling moral 
deference with intellectual courage, and general 
diffidence with sincerity in the avowal of the^ 
particular conviction. 

We must seek then elsewhere for the true 
marks, by which Presumption or Arrogance 
ijOAj be detected, and on which the charge; 
may be grounded with little hazard of mistake 
or injustice. And as I confine my present ob- 
servations to literature, I deem such criteria 
neither difficult to determine or to apply. Tb^ 
$rst mark, as it appears to me, is a frequent 
bare assertion of opinions not generally re- 
ceived, without condescending to prefix or 
annex the facts and reasons on which such 
opinions were formed ; especially if this ab-. 
sence of logical courtesy is supplied by con-, 
temptuous or abusive treatment of such as 
happen to doubt of, or oppose, the decisive ipse 
dixi. . But to assert, however nakedly, that a 
passage in a lewd novel, in which the Sacred 
Writings are denounced as more likely to pollute 
the young and innocent mind than a romance 
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ftotbciouB for its inde^ency^— to smM^ I sliy, fhfti 
MG& a^paaMge argues equal iii^[>iid^ee and i^'^ 
IKmutce in its author, at the time of writing and 
{rttbUshing it — Mt$ is not arrogance; although l» 
tttast majority of the decent part of our counlry-* 
Men it would be superfluous as a truism^ if it 
Were exclusively an author^s business iocdlirey 
&r revive knowk^;e, and not sometime his 
Mj io awaken the indignatiott of his Reader 
by the expression of his own. : -r 

A second species of this unamiable qualify^ 
which has been often distinguished by the 
name of Warburtxmian arrogance, betrays 
itself^ not as in the former, by proud or petulant 
Mdission of proof or argument, but by the 
habit of ascribing weakness of intellect, or want 
tt taste and s^isibiiity, or hardness of hearty 
or corruption of morai pi'inciple, to all' 'who 
deny the truth of the doctrine, or the sufficiency: 
dC evidence, or the fairness of the reasoning 
Mduced in its support. This is indeed not 
essentially difiBetent Arom the first, but assumes 
a teparate character from its accompaniments : 
for though both the doctrine and its pn>ofs 
m^ vh^Vi^s been legi^^nfttely supplied by fee 
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midefstfttidmg jret the bittemem of pergonal tn^ 
mination will resolye itsell into naked assertion*. 
We are, therefore, authorized by experience^ 
and justified on the principle of self-defenct 
and hj the law of fair retalliation, in atlri* 
bating it to a vicious temper arrogant froot 
irritability, or irritable from; arrogance. Thit 
learned arrogance admits of many gradations, 
and is palliated or aggravated, accordingly 
as the point in dispute has been more or 
leas controverted, a» the reasonings bears a 
greatev or smaller proportion to "the viruleae# 
of the personal detraction, and as &e persda 
<6r parties, who are the objects of it, are motfe 
of less respected, more or less worthy of 
respect.* 

* Had the aothor of the Divine Legation of Moms 
liiore skilfally appropriated bis coarse eloquence of abase^ 
bis cnstomary aBsurances of the idiotcy, both in head and 
heart, of all his opponents; if he had employed those 
vigorous arguments^ of his own vehement humour in the 
defence of Truths acknowledged and reverenced by learn* 
ed men in general ; or if heliad confined them to the names 
of Chubb, Woolston, and other precursors of Mr. Thomas 
Payne ; we should perhaps still characterize his mode of 
eontrdv^ny by its radt violence^ but not aa often bare 
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Lastly, it must be admitted as a just impu- 
tation of presumption when an individual 
obtrudes on the public eye, with all the high 
pretensions of originality, opinions and ob- 
iservations, in regard to which he must plead 
wilful ignorance in order to be acquitted of 

beard his name used, ev«n by those who have never read 
hia writings, as a proverbial expression of learned Arro- 
l^nce. But when a novel and doubtful hypothesis of his 
own formation was the citadel to be defended, and his 
flhepbetic hand-granados were thrown with the fury of 
lawless despotism at the fair reputation of a S^kes and a 
I«ardner, we not only confirm ihe verdict of his inde- 
pendent contemporaries, but cease to wonder, that arro- 
gance should render men an object of contempt in many, 
and of aversion in all instances, when it was capable of 
hurrying a Christian teacher of equal talents and leariiing" 
into a slanderous vulgarity, which escapes our disg,ust 
only wlien we see the writer's own reputation the sole, 
victim. But throughout his great work, and the pam- 
phlets in which he supported it, he always seems to write 
as it he had deemed it a duty of decorum to publish his 
fancies on the Mosaic Law as the Law itself was delivered, 
that is, ^^in thunders and lighteuiugs:'' or as if he had 
applied to his own book instead of the sacred mount^ 
the menace — There shall not a hand touch it but he 
MhaU surely be stoned or shot through. 
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dishonest plagiarism. On the same seat must 
the writer be placed, who in a disquisition on 
any important subject proves, by falsehoods 
either of omission or of positive error, that he 
has neglected to possess himself, not only of 
the information requisite for this particular 
subject ; but even of those acquirements, and 
that general knowledge, which could alone 
authorize him to commence a public instructor, 
this is an office which cannot be procured 
gratis. The industry, necessary for the due 
exercise of its functions, is its purchase-money; 
and the absence or insufficiency of the same is 
so far a species of dishonesty, and implies a 
Presumption in the literal as well as the ordi- 
nary sense of the word. He has taken a thing 
before he had acquired any right or title thereto. 
If in addition to this unfitness which every 
man possesses the means of ascertaining, his 
aim should be to unsettle a general belief 
closely connected with public and private 
quiet; and if his language and manner be 
avowedly calculated for the illiterate (and 
perhaps licentious) part of his countrymen ? * 
disgusting as his presumption must appear, if 
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is yet loirt or evanescent in tke eloal n^fl^ 
bourhood of hii guilt. That Hobbes tnuii^ 
lated Homer in English verse and published 
his ti»nslation, furnishes no positive evidence 
of bis self-conceit, though it implies a great 
lack of self-knowledge and of acquaintance 
with the nature of poetry. A strong vrii^b 
often imposes itself on the mind for an actual 
power : the mistake is favoured by the innooei|| 
pleasure derived from the exercise of versiil? 
^tion, perhaps by the approbation of inti- 
mates; and the candidarte* asks from more 
impartial readers that sentence, which Nature 
lias not enabled him to anticipate. But wh^ 
the philosopher of Malmesbury waged war 
iritb WaUis and the fuj;i.diunental truflw of 
pure geometry I every iiuttftnce of this (prosf 
ignorance and utter misconoepjtion of the very 
elements of the science he proposed to. confute, 
furnished an unanswerable feust in proof o| 
Jlis high presumption f and the confident an4 
insulting language of the attack leaves the 
judicious reader ii^ as little doubt of his grosa 
arrogi^nce. An illiteri^ pieobanie, .who misf 
taking some disturbance; of I|is n^nreQ for ^ 
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mk90iiom cfM proieedi «toe to ^nttirt % 
Mke of inmgM, whose Iwgniige he ean Imtw 
^n^ Afttmral mewt of ftcquirikig^ may h«vef hbm 
mtited by impulfes v^y difierent from tbtMe 
0f high sel^pinion ; but the ilUtentte pe^• 
petrator of ^< the Age of' Rettfon," miiit bare 
bad kisyerj 6oiuscii»ce sttopifled by the babibid 
iotDxioatioii of premimptuoiur anrogaace, and 
lii» oommoii^'flctise oTer^londed by tlie Yapoma 
from hii heart. 

Aa long therefore aa I obtrude no uih 
aopported aaaertiong on my Readen ; and as 
Imig aa I state my opinioiis and the evideaee 
which induced or oompdled me to adopt 
them, with cahuness and that diffidence ih 
myself, which is by no means incompatible 
with a firm belief in the justness' of the opinions 
^emselves; while I attack ho man's priTale 
life from any cause, ami detract from no man's 
honors in his public character, from the trufli 
'of his dbctrines, or the merits of his com- 
positions, without detailing all my reasons and 
resting the result solely on the arguments 
adduced ; while I moreover explain fully the 
motives of duty, which influeoced me in re* 
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confine all asperity of censure, and all ex-^ 
pressions of contempt, to gross violations of 
iruth, honor, and decency, to the base cor^ 
rupter and the detected slanderer ; while I 
write on no subject, which I have not studied- 
with my best attention, on no subject whick 
my education and acquirements have in-^ 
capacitated me from properly understanding; 
and above all while I approve myself, alike 
in praise and in blame,, in close reasoning and 
in impassioned declamation, a steady Friend 
to the two best and surest friends of all men^ 
Truth and Honesty ; I will not fear an ac- 
cusation of either Eresumption or Arrogance 
from the good and the wise, I shall fiity it 
from the weak, and despise it from the 
wicked. 
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ilSSAY V. 



^^«>i#«>#sr<#s#<# 



In eoden peetotB nullum est houestorum turpimmqme 
tonMoriium: ei cogiictre optima »imul et deterrima non 
tnagU eat uniu9 animi qucm ejusdem homiuU banuM 
esse ae nudmm. Quintilian. 

. There is no fellowship of honour and baseness in the 
fame breast; and to combine the best and the worst 
designs is no more possible in one mind, than it is for the 
same man to be at the same instant virtuous and vicious. 

Cognitio veritatis omnia falsa^ simodopro/erantwr^ 
etiam qtut prius inaudita erant^ ei d{judicare et smb' 
bertere idonea est. Au6V£(TiNirs. 

A knowledge of the truth is equal to the task both of 
discerning and of confuting all false assertions and erro* 
neous arguments, though never before met with, if only 
they may freely be brought forward. 



^^i»»#>*>»»^»»#»» 



I hav6 said, that my very system compels 
me to make every fair appeal to the feelings, 
the imagination and even the fancy. If these 
are to be withheld from the service of truth, 
virtue, and happiness, to what purpose were 
Ihey given? in whose service are they re- 

VOL. I. B 
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tuned? I have indeed considered the dig-* 
proportion of human passions to their ordinary 
objects among the strongest internal evidences 
of our future destination , and the attempt to 
restore them to their rightful claimants, the 
most imperious duty and the noblest task of 
genius. The verbal ennunciation of this master 
truth could scarcely be new to me at any 
period of my life since earliest youth ^ but 
I well remember the particular time, when the 
Wordsr first became more than words to me,' 
when they incorporated with a living con** 
viction, and took their place among the realities 
of my being. On some wide common or 
open -heath, peopled with Ant-hills, during 

• 

some one of the grey cloudy days of late 
Autumn, many of my Readers may have 
noticed the effect of a sudden and momentary 
flash of sunebine on all the countless little 
animals within his view, aware too that the self- 
same influence was darted co-;instantaneously 
over all iheir swarming cities as far as his eye 
could reach; may have observed, with what 
a kindly force the gleam stirs and quickena 
them all! and will have exjperienced ao na* 



pkaajorable shock df fbeling in seeing myriadu 
of myriads of living and sentient beings united 
Hi flid same moment in one' gay sensation, one 
jbjous actiyity ! But aW^eful indeed is the 
same- appearance in a multitude of rational 
bemgs, our fellow-men, in ^hbmtoo the effect 
is ph>duced not so much by the external pcca^ 
sion as from the active quality of their own 
thoughts. I had walked from Gottingen in the 
year 1799, to witness the arrival of the Queen 
of Prussia, on hdr visit to the Baron Von 
Habrtzberg's seat, five miles from the University. 
The spacious outer court of the palace was 
crowds with men and women, a sea of heads^ 
with a number of children rising out of at 
from their father's shoulders. After a buz of 
two hours expectation, the evant^ourier rode 
at full speed into the Court. At the' loud 
cracks of his long whip and the trampling of 
his horses hoofs, the universal shock and thrill 
of emotion — I. have not language to convey 
it— expressed as it was in such manifold looks, 
gestures, and attitudes, yet with one and the 
same feeling in the eyes of all ! Recovering 
from the first inevitable contagion of sympathy. 

Eg 
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I irivoluntarilj exclaimed, though in a language 
to myself alone intelligible^ " O man ! ever 
nobler than thy circumstances! Spread but 
the mist of obscure feeling over any form, and 
even a woman incapable of blessing or of 
injury to thee shall be welcomed with an in- 
tensity of emotion adequate to the reception 
of the Redeemer of the world V 
' To a creature so highly, so fearfully gifted, 
who, alienated as he is by a sorcery scarcely 
less mysterious than the nature on which it is 
exercised, yet like the fabled son of Jove in the 
evil day of his sensual bewitchment, lifts the 
spindles and distaffs of Omphale with the arm 
of a giant. Truth is self-restoration: for that 
which is the correlative of Truth, the existence 
of absolute Life, is the only object which can 
attract toward it the whole depth and mass of 
his fluctuating Being, and alone thierefore can 
unite Calmness with Elevation. But it must 
be Truth without alloy and unsophisticated. It 
is by the agency of indistinct conceptions, as 
the counterfeits of the Ideal and Transcendent, 
tiiat evil and vanity exercise their tyranny on 
the feelings of man. The Powers of Diurkness 
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are politic if 'not wise; but surely nothing can 
be more irrational in the pretended children of 
Light, than to enlist themselves under the ban* 
ners of Truth, and yet rest their hopes on an 
alliance with Delusion. 

Among the numerous artifices, by which 
austere, truths are to be softened down into 
pabUable falsehoods, and Virtue and Vice, like 
the atoms of Epicurus, to receive tiiat insensible 
clinamen which is to make them meet each 
other half way, I have an especial dislike to the 
expression. Pious Frauds. Piety indeed shrinks 
from the very phrase, as an attempt to mix 
poison with the cup of Blessing: while the 
e^Fpediency of the measures which this phrase 
was framed to recommend or palliate, appears 
more and more suspicious, as the range of our 
experience widens, and our acquaintance with 
the records of History becomes more exten- 
sive and accurate. One of the most seductive 
arguments of Infidelity grounds itself on the 
numerous passages in the works of the' Christian 
Fathers, asserting the lawfulness of Deceit for 
a good purpose. That the Fathers held, al- 
most without exception, '^ That wholly wiU^ogA 
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breach of duty it is allowed to the Teaches 
and Heads of the Christian Church to employ 
artifices, to intermix falsehoods with trutiis, and 
especially to deceive the enemies of the faith, 
provided only they hereby serve the interests 
of Truth and the advantage of mankind/'^ is 
the unwilling confessioh of Ribof: (Program 
de Oeconomia Patrum.) St. Jerom, as is 
shewn by the citations of this learned Theolo* 

* Integrum omnino Doetaribus et costua ChristUmi 
AntUtitibua e«#e, ut dolos ver»eni^ falsa veris intermiS' 
cetmt et imprimis religtonis hbstes fallanty dumnodo 
w/rUaiis eommodis et utUitati inservant,-^! trnst, I 
need not add, that the imputatioa of wich prinoifdes of 
Action to the first iofpired Prop«gators of Cbri8tiaa|1^ 
ia founded on the gross misconstruction of those passages 
in the writings of St. Paul, in which the necessity of 
employing different arguments to men of different capa- 
' cities and prejudices, is supposed and acceded to. In 
other words, St. Paul strove to speak intelligibly, will- 
ingly: isacrifieed. indifiEereat things to matters of import* 
anoe, and acted ctonrteoiisly as a man, in order to win 
attention as an Apostle* A trav^eller prefers for dailj^ 
use the coin of the nation through which he is passings 
to bullion or the mintage of his own country; and is 
this to justify a succeeding traveller in the use of couu' 
terfeii coin? 



gian, boldljr attributes this management (fal^ 
sitatem dispeneattvam) even to the Apostles 
themselves. But why speak I of the advantage 
given to the opponents of Christianity? Alas! 
to this doctrine chiefly, and to tiie practices 
derived from it, we must attribute the utter 
corruption of the Religion itself for so many 
ages, and even now over so lafge a pontioo^of 
the civilized world. By a system of accom* 
modating Truth to Falsehood, the Pastors of 
the Church gradually changed the life and 
Ught of the Gospel into the very superstitions 
whk^h they were commissioned to disperse^ 
mid thus paganized' Christianity in order* tb 
ckriaten Paganism. At this very hour Europe 
groans and bleeds in consequence. 
: . So much in proof and exempBftcatioq of the* 
probable ewpediency of pious deception, aft 
suggested, by its known ajod recorded coBse>> 
queaces. An honest man, however, possessed 
a. clearer .light than that of History. He knoWSi 
that by sacrificing the law of 'his reason td the 
maxinL of pretended prudence, he purchases 
the. sword with the loss of tiie arm that is to 
wield it. The duties .which we owe to out 
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own moral being, are the ground and coftiditi6n 
of all . other duties; and to set our nature at 
strife with itself for a good purpose, implies the 
same sort of prudence, as a priest of Diana 
would have manifested, who should have pro- 
posed to dig up the celebrated charcoal foun- 
dations of the mighty Temple of Ephesus, in 
order to furnish fuel for the burnt-ofiferings on 
its altars. Truth, Virtue, and Happiness, may- 
be distinguished from each other, but cannot 
be divided. They subsist by a mutual co- 
inherence, which gives a shadow of divinity 
even to our human nature. " Will ye speak 
dpcteitfuUy for God?" is a searching question, 
which most aflectingly represents the grief and 
impatience of an uncorrupted mind at per- 
ceiving a good cause defended by ill means : 
and assuredly if any temptation can provoke a 
well-regulated temper to intolerance, it is the 
shameless assertion, that Truth and Falsehood 
are indifferent in their own natures ; that the 
former is as often injurious (and therefore (cri- 
minal) as the latter, and the latter on many 
occasions as beneficial (and consequently me* 
ritprious) as the former. 
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• I feel it incumbent on me, therefore, to place 
immediately before mj Readers in the fullest 
and clearest light, the whole question of moral 
obligation respecting the communication of 
Truth, its extent and conditions. I would fain 
obviate all apprehensions either of my incau* 
tion on the one hand, or of any insincere re* 
serve on the other, by proving that the more 
strictly we adhere to the Letter of the moral 
law in this respect, the more compleatly shall 
we reconcile the law with prudence; thus se- 
curing a purity in the principle without mis* 
chief from the practice. I would not, I could 
not dare, address my countrymen as a Friend, 
if I might not justify the assumption of that 
sacred title by more than mere veracity, by 
open*heartedness. Pleasure, most often delu- 
sive, may be born of delusion. Pleasure, her- 
self a sorceress, may pitch her tents on en- 
chanted ground. But Happiness (or, to use a 
far more accurate as well as more comprehen- 
sive term, solid Well-being) can be built on 
Virtue alone, and must of necessity have Truth 
for its foundation. Add to the known fact 
that the meanest of men feels himself insulted 
by an unsuccessful attempt to deceive him ; 



68 

and hates and despises the man who had at* 
tempted it What place then is left in the 
heart for Virtue to build on, if in any case we 
may dare practice on others what we should 
feel as a cruel and contemptuous wrong in our 
own persons? Every parent possesses the 
opportunity of observing, how deeply children 
resent the mjury of a deltisipn ; and if men 
l^ugb at the falsehoods .that were imposed on 
t^.ei];iselves during, th^ir childhood, it is because 
tbey are. not gqpd and wise enough to con- 
template the past in the. present,, and so t0 
produce by a virtuous and thoughtful. sensi^ 
l>ility t^at continuity in their self-coQSQiooaness, 
which Nature has made the law of their animal 
life. Ingratitude^. s)9n^^aUty, a^d hardne«(s of 
heart, all flow from this source;. Men are ufb- 
grateful to others, only when they have ceased 
to look back on their former selves, with joy 
and tenderness, They exist in fragments. An«- 
nihilatedas to the Past, tbey. are dead to the 
Future, or seek, for the proofs of it everywhere, 
only not (wh^e alone they can be found) in 
themselves. A contemporary Poet has expre^ 
and illustrated this sentiment with equal fiae;* 
ness of. thought and tendeqtess of feeling : . 
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My heart leaps up when I behold . 

A rain-bow in the sky! 
So was it, when my life began ; 
So is it now I am a man ; 
So let it be, when I grow old, 

Or let me die. 
The Child m Father of the ilfiM, 
And I would wish my day* to he 
Bound each to each by natural piety* 

Wordsworth, 

Alas ! (he pernicious influence of this lax 
jQorality extends from the nursery and the 

* I am informed, that these very lines have been cited, 
'as a specimen of despicable puerility. So much the 
worse for the oiter. Not willingly in h%9 presence would 
I behold the sun setting behind our mountains, or listen 
to a tale of distress or virtue ; I should be ashamed of 
the quiet tear on my own^ cheek. But let the dead bury 
the dead ! The Poet sang for the Living. Of what value 
indeed, to a sane mind, are the likings or dislikings of 
one man, grounded on the mere assertions of another! 
Opinions formed from opinions-^ what are they, but 
cload» sailing under clouds^ which impress shadowv upon 
shadows ? . 

Fongum pelle procul, jubeo! nam quid mihifango? 

Conveniunt stomacho non minus ista suo. 
I was always pleased with the motto placed under 
the figure of' the Rosemary in old Herbals: 
Sus, apage! Haud tibi spiro* 



school to the cabinet and senate. It is a 
common weakness with men in power, who 
have used dissimulation successfully, to form 
a passion for the use of it, dupes to the love of 
duping ! A pride is flattered by these lies. He 
who fancies that he must be perpetually- 
stooping down to the prejudices of his fellow- 
creatures, is perpetually re-minding and re- 
assuring himself of his own vast superiority 
to them. But no real greatness can long co- 
exist with deceit. The whole faculties of man 
must be exerted in order to noble energies; 
and he who is not earnestly sincere, lives in 
but half his being, self-mutilated, self-paralysed. 
The latter part of the proposition, which has 
drawn me into this discussion, that I mean in 
which the morality of intentional falsdiood is 
asserted may safely be trusted to the Reader's 
own moral sense. Is it a groundless appre- 
hension, that the patrons and admirers of such 
publications may receive the punishment of 
of their indiscretion in the conduct of their sons 
and daughters? The suspicion of methodism 
must be expected by every man of rank and 
fortune, who carries his examination respecting 
ihe books which are to lie on his breakfast- 
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tabte^ farther than to their freedom from groft» 
verbal indecencies, and broad avowals of 
atheism in the title-page. For the existence 
of an intelligent first cause may be ridiculed 
in the notes of one poem, or placed doubtfully 
as one of two or three possible hypotheses, in 
the very opening of another poem, and both 
be considered as works of safe promiscuous 
reading ^^virginibus puerisque:'^ and this too 
by many a father of a family, who would hold 
himself highly culpable in permitting his child 
to form habits of familiar acquaintance with 
a person of loose habits, and think it even 
criminal to receive into his house a private 
tutor wi&out a previous inquiry concerning his 
opinions and principles, as well as his manners 
and outward conduct. How little I am an 
enemy to free enquiry of the boldest kind, and 
where the authors have differed the most widely 
from my own convictions and the general, 
faith of mankind, provided only, the enquiry 
be conducted with that seriousness, which 
naturally accompanies the love of truth, and 
that it is evidently intended for the perusal of 
those only, who may be presumed to be capable 
of weighing the arguments, I shall have abundant 



occasion of proving, in the couri^ of tfaii^work. 
Quin ipsa philosophia tiUibtia 6 disptita" 
iionibtia rum nisi beneficvUm recipit Ndm 
si vent proponit homo ingeniosus i)eritatisque 
amdnsjuova ad earn accessio fiet:- sinfalsa^ 
r^utatione earurh priores tanto magis stabi" 
Uentur* GALiL-fii Syst Cosm, f. 42. 

The assertion, that truth is often no less 
dangerous than falsehood, sounds less offen-' 
sively at^e first hearing, only because it hides 
its deformity in an equivocation, or double 
meaning of the word truth. What may be 
rightly affirmed of truth, used as synonimous 
with verbal accuracy, is transferred to it in 
its higher sense of veracity. By verbal truth 
we mean no more than the correspondence of 
a given fact to given words. In moral truth, 
we involve likewise the intention of the 
speaker, that his words should correspond to 

• (TranMlation,) — Moreover, Philosophy itaelf ean-' 
not hut derive benefit from such discussions. For if » 
man of genius and a lover of Truth hrings jhst positions 
before the Public, there is a fresh accession to the stock 
of Philosophic Insight ; but if erroneous positions, the 
former Tniths will by their /confutation be established sd 
much the more firmly. 
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tlioi^lits fa fht sense in which he expieeti 
&em to be linderstood by others : and in this 
kttt^r impoErt we are always supposed to use 
the wordy whenever we qpeak of truth abso* 
liitely, or as a possible sufaject of moral merit 
ar demerit It is Terbally true^ that in the 
sacred Scriptures it is written: ^* As is the 
gooA, so is the sinner, and he that sweareth 
as he Hiat feareth an oath. A man hath 
no better tUng under the sun, than to eat, and 
to dirink, and to be merry. For there is one 
event unto all : the liriDg know they diatl 
die, bidt the dead know not any thing, neithei 
have they any more a reward.^' But he who 
should repeat these words, with this assurance, 
to fUi ignorant man in^e hour of his temptation, 
lingering at the door of the ale*house, or he^ 
sitating as to the testimony required of him 
IB: the court of justice, would, spite of this 
verbal truth, be a liar, and the murderer of 
his brother's conscience. Veracity, therefore, 
not mere accuracy ; to convey truth, not merely 
to jsay it ; is the point of duty in dispute : and 
the only difficulty in the mind of an honest 
man arises from the doubt, whether more than 
i^eracity Qu e. the truth and nothing but the 
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trtith) is nof demanded of him hj the law. ol 
conscience ; whether it does not exact simr 
plicity ; that is, the truth only, and the \rhole 
truth. If we can solve this difficuliy, if we 
can determine the conditions under which the 
law of universal reason commands the com- 
munication of the truth independently of con- 
sequences altogether, we shall then be enabled 
to judge whether there is any such probability 
of evil consequences from such communication, 
as can justify the assertion of its occasional 
criminality, as can perplex us in the conception, 
or disturb us in the performance, of our duty. 

The conscience, or effective reason, com- 
mands the design of conveying an adequate no- 
tion of the thing spoken of, when this is practica- 
ble : but at all events a right notion, or none at 
all. A school-master is under the necessity of 
teaching a certain rule in simple arithmetic em- 
pirically, (do so and so, and the sum wiU al- 
ways prove true) the necessary truth of the rule 
(i.e. that the rule having been adhered to, the 
suin T/ms^ always prove true) requiring a know- 
ledge of the higher mathematics for its demon- 
stration. He, however, conveys a right notion^ 
though he cannot convey the adequate one. . 



tSSAY V.I. 

HuAV/ia-^/]} Kapra /i^v fai^Xccc, icApra Si pX&wrii 
Toy i\orra etcoyrtu offtKieifuv rov ^c{iok ikvSpa^ pK&irrei 
'9i Toy firfiiw^ . ^wvcvvra irav ciroc ical kv iravrl ^f*^ 
Xpi^ ^e Katpov fUTpa iiSivat" iro^t|c yap o^oc ^C) 
^f Hi c£» icacpov ^i^vcv /xovmic^v irefryv/ic vwc htlinainy^ 
ov vopaS^oirai iv opy^J? yy^iv/^y^ almv ^ (me/tic« 
aIWi}v) ex^v fiwpiat* 

Hbraclitvs i9»inI ShbofMm^ (Serm. xxxiv. 

f'lVaiiWa/tofi.^ — General Knowledge and ready Talent 
may be of ^ery great benefit, bat they may likewise be 
of very great disservice to the possessor. They are highly 
advantageous to the man of sound judgement, and dex- 
terous in applying them ; but they injure your fluent 
holder-fortb on all subjects in all companies. It ia ne- 
eessary to know the measures of the time and occasion : 
lor this is the very boundary of wisdom — (that by which 
it is defined, and distinguished from mere ability.) But 
htj who without tegavd to the unfitness of the time and 
Voii. L F 
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itie audience ^ will loar in the high reaaon* of hia iuKiea 

With hit garland aod ainging robea about him,^' will not 
acquire the credit of aeriongness amidst frivolity, but 
will be condemned for hia aillinesa, as the greateat idler 
of the company because the moat onseaaonable. 



^»#»^***»»#<»>»^»»»#'»»^»»» 



. THC Moral Law, it has been shewn, per- 
joiito an inadequate communication pf u|i9Qr 
phisticated truth, on the condition that it ^ne 
^ practicable, and binds us to silenoe . wh^i 
neither is in our power. We must first enquire 
tfa^n, What is necessary to constitute, and what 
may allowably accompany, a right though in** 
ad^uate notion ? And secondly, what are the 
oircumstances, from which we may deduce the 
impracticability of conveying even a right no- 
tion; the presence or absence of which cir* 
cumstances it therefore becomes our duty to 
ascertain ? In answer to the first question, ttie 
conscience demands: 1. That it should be the 
wish and design of the mind to convey the 
truth only ; that if in addition to the negative 
loss implied in its inadequateness, the notion 
covgixQttnicated should lea<i to mj poaitiv? 



error, t)»e €«u& should Ue ki tbe faiiU^eff dMe^ 
«f tbe Recipient, aoi of the Commmtiefttor, 
wlpoeie pftnuttotmH duty, whose uu^lieaaUe ri^kl 
it is to preserve has owq Integrity 9* thetnA?' 

* Tl»« iMsi'wii iaofti-foi«iUe mom «£ a itford i» oR^ 
tiiat, wbichri» contained in its EtymoLogy» The Author 
of the Poems (T%e Synagogue) frequently affixed to, 
Rerbert^s "Temple,'' gives the original purport of the' 
worcllBiegri'tjr, in the following lines (fourth stanza of 
Hv^lith Poenu) 

N»xt<to Sincerity, remember still; 
- ^OttHNut moire upon Integrity i 
God will ha¥e. M tiioa hatt^ ^y mind,, tby wiH*, 
Thy thonghti, thy words,; thy works. 

And ngfUSk^ aftersone verses on Constancy and Humi- 
lil^r, tha Poem condudas with'— . 

He that desires io sea 
The face of God, in his religion must 
Sincere, entire^ constant, and humble be. 

Baring mentioned the nama of H&rberty that modcL /^ 
of a man, a Gentleman, and a Clergyman, let me add, 
that the quaintness of some of his thoughts (not of his 
diction, than which nothing can be more pure, manly, 
and nnaffeeted,) has blinded modern readers to the great' 
geDMalmaf*itof hisPoams, which are for the most part* 
evffodlits is. thtiff kind* 

V2 
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gral character of bis own moral Being. Sdf- 
respect ; the reverence which he owes to the 
presence of Humanity in the person of hi$ 
neighbour; the reverential upholding of the 
faith of man in man ; gratitude for the partH 
cular act of confidence ; and religious awe for 
the divine purposes in the gift of language ; 
are duties too sacred and important to be sacri* 
ficed to the gtiesaea of an individual, concern- 
ing the advantages to be gained by the breadi 
of them. 2. It is further required, that the 
supposed error shall not be such as will per- 
vert or materially vitiate the imperfect truth, 
in communicating which we had unwillingly, 
though not perhaps unwittingly, occasioned it. A 
Barbarian so instructed in the power and intelli- 
gence of the Infinite Being as to be left wholly 
ignorant of his moral attributes, would have 
acquired none but erroneous notions even of 
the former. At the very best, he would gain 
only a theory to satisfy his curiosity with ; but 
more probably, would deduce the belief of a 
Moloch or a Baal. (For the idea of an ir- 
resistible invisible Being naturally produces 
terror in the mind of uninstructed and unpro- 
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tected man, and with terror there will be asso* 
ci&ted whatever had been accustomed to excite 
it, as anger, vengeance, &c. ; as is proved by 
the Mythology of all barbarous nations.) This 
mCist be the case with all organized truths; the 
component parts derive their significance from 
the idea of the whole. Bolingbroke removed 
Love, Justice, and Choice, from Power and 
Intelligence, and yet pretended to have left 
unimpaired the conviction of a Deity. He 
night as consist^itly have paralysed the optie 
nerve, and then excused himself by afBrming, 
that he had, however, not touched die eye. 

The third condition of a right though in» 
adequate notion is, that the error occasioned 
be greatly outweighed by the importance of 
the truth communicated. The rustic would 
have little reason to thank the philosopher, 
who should give him true conceptions of the 
foUy of believing in ghosts, omens, dreams, ftc* 
at the price of abandoning his faith in Pro* 
vidaice and in the continued existence of his 
fdlow-creatutes after their death. The teeth 
of the old serpent planted by the Cadmuses of 
French Literature, under Lewis XV. product 
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« plenleonff enip of PbiloBoplreTs aad TSncUt^ 
irumpetei^ of this kind, in the ragn of kd» 
Accessor. They taugbt aoHizty trodis, hi0*- 
toricaly political, physiological, aad ecclesinB* 
iitol, aod diJSbsed their notions so widely, Amt 
Ae very ladies and hair-dressers of Ptetsi 
became fluent EncyclopcediUs : and die Mli& 
pmce which their scholars paid for thes^ 
treasnres of new information, was to beUeve 
<7hristianity an impostore, the ScripliiareB m 
fotzgery, the worship (if not tiie belief) of God 
popecstition, hell a fable, heaven a dream, ow 
life wUkcmit Providence, and our death Wfth^ot 
hope. They became as gods as soon as the 
finiit of this Upas ti^ee of knowledge and 
liberty bad opened their eyes to pereeive tbiet 
they were no aoore than beasts—soinewliat 
HftOTe conaiag perhaps, aad ^ibundantly tMm 
l&isdiievotts. What oan be <;onceived m&f^ 
liatural Uian the resaU,— ttot self-«cknow3edg«d 
bie^sts should fii^t act, and next suffer theitt^ 
i^ves ti) be treated as beasts. W«e judge •by 
eonparisdn. To Exclude <tbe great is to 
itogniiy ike littk. the di^b^tief ^f essential 
wii^dMi i^nd goodmeds, aeoes^^rilf prepiAireB 



dUt teagibaHoQ for the fftpremaey of ctmniDg 
witb. malignity. Folly and vice have their 
appropriate retigtovus, as vrell as virtue and 
tAe knowledge : and in some way or other 
ibdk will danc^e round the goldeli calf» and 
w^&ed men beat their timbreli and kettle^ 
AI8B8 

To Moloch) horrid king, besmeared with blood 
Of human sacrifice and pai^ent^s tears. 

'My fillings have ted me on, and in my 
Htastration I had almost lost Arom my view 
the object to be iUustrated. One condition 
^ teinafins : that the error foreseen shall not 
fe (rf a kind to prevent or impede the after 
acquirement of that knowledge which will 
remove it Observe, how graciously Nature 
instructs her human children. She (Cannot' 
§ive US the knowledge derived from sight 
wiAout occasioniBg us at first to mistake 
inntges of teflection for substances. But the 
▼ifiiy consequences of the delusion lead in* 
evitably to its detection ; and out of the ariiee 
of the error rises a new flower of knowledge^ 
We not only see^ but are enabled to disi)d'tr«» 



by what meuis we see. So too we ore ittdeK 
the necessity, in givai circumstanoes, of mis- 
taking a square for a round object : but ere 
the mistake can have any practical con- 
sequences, it is not only removed, but in its re- 
moval gives us the symbol of a new fact» that 
of distance. In a similar train of thou^t^ 
though more fancifully, I might have eluci- 
dated the preceding condition, and have 
referred our hurrying enlighteners and revo- 
lutionary amputators to the gentleness .(rf 
Nature, in the oak and the beech,, the dry 
foliage of which she pushes off only by the 
propulsion of the new buds, that supply ita 
place. My friends ! a cloathing even of withered 
leaves is better than bareness. 

Having thus determined the nature and con- 
ditions of a right notionji^ it remains to de- 
termine the circumstances which tend to render 
the communication of it impracticable, and 
obliges us of course, to abstain from the 
attempt — obliges us not to convey falsehood 
under the pretext of saying truth. These 
(*ircujsistances, it is plain, must consist either in, 
natoraj or moral impediments. The former. 
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iaolitdiiig the obvious gradations of consti* 
tutional insensibility and derangement, preclude 
all temptation to misconduct, as well as all pro* 
babilitj of iU-conseq^uences from accidental 
oversight, on the part of the communicator. 
Far otherwise is it with the impediments froni 
moral causes. These demand all the attention 
and forecast of the genuine lovers of truth in 
the matter, the manner, and the time of their 
communications, public and private ; and these 
are the ordinftry materials of the vain and the 
&ctieus, determine them in the choice of their 
audiences and of their arguments, and tp each 
argument give powers not its own. They are 
distinguishable into two sources, the streams 
from which, however, must often become 
confluent, viz, hindrances from ignorance (I 
here use the word in relation to the habita 
of reasoning as well as to the previous 
knowledge requisite for the due compre-. 
hension of the subject) and hindrances from 
fNredominant passions.* 

* See the Author** Second Lay Sermon, from p. 16 to. 



*4 

Ffom both ttHH^ffie laWbf toidneieiiice edife^ 
1t(M& w to «bdtlkiti, becatkiie m6h bei&g ^ 
igtierance end such tM pa^ionn of tile guf^ 
posed auditors, we ought to dedude Qie iiii* 
ptactioability of conteying not only a&eqfttSte 
but even right notions of our own convidtionss 
i^uch less does it permit us to avail ouri^il^«i 
of the causes of this impmoticabit^ in ovim 
to procure nominal proselytes, each of whom 
will have a di!Ser<^t, and all a false, eoa^pflQ^ 
of those notions that were to be conveyed 1o# 
their truth's sake alone. Whatever is (Or bttt 
for some defect in our moral character WooM 
have been) foreseen as preventing the con- 
veyance of our thoughts, makes ^e attempt 
imactof self-contradiction: and whether th"^ 
&ulty cause exist in our choice of un&t wordd 
or our choice of unfit auditors, the result is 
the same and so is the guilt. We have Volun- 
tatily communicated falsehood. 

Thus (without referenOe to cUMBeqwences^ it 
only one short digression be expected) fh>M 
the sole principle of self-consistence or moral 
iat«grity, we have evolved the due of right 
teason, which we are bound to follow in &e 
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etmmmnu^Jkon of troth. Now tbett ire appeal 

to Mie judgment and experience of the Reader, 

wiieOier be who most faithfully adheres to the 

IMtet* of the law of conscience will not likewise 

aist IB strictest correspondence to the maxims 

of pi!fidence and sound policy. I am at least 

miable to recetiect a single instance, ei&er in 

or in my p^ereonal experience, of a pre- 

raace of injuriotis consequences from the 

iptiWcation of any trudi, under the observance 

<rf Uie ttoral conditions above stated: much 

tegs 6tm I even imagine any case, in which 

tratii, as trtttk, can be pernicious. But ff the 

ai»ertor «f the indifferency of trufli and false- 

hoad in their own natures, attempt to justify 

his |»osition by confining the word truth, ia 

the irst tostance, to the correspondence of 

given words to giwn facts, without reference 

to flie total impression left by such words -^ 

what is this more than to assert, that arttcu- 

imied rounds are *ings of moral indifferency ? 

and tfaait we may relate a fact accurately and 

aevertbeless deceive grossly and wickedly? 

Kifil related accurately Tom Joneses riotous 

joy da]3i^lii04)fenefaetor'»illnei^s, only omittinff 
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that this joy was occasioaed by the i^ysiciaa'a 
having pronounced him out of danger. BiiEk 
was not the less a liar for being an' accwrate 
matier-qf-fact liar. TeUr-irutha in the service 
of falsehood we find every where, of various 
names and various occupations, from the 
elderly young women that discuss the love* 
afTairs of their friends and acquaintance at the 
village tea-tablesy to the anonymous calum- 
niators of literary merit in reviews, and the more 
daring malignants^ who dole out discontent, 
innovation and panic, in political journals: 
and a most pernicious race of liars they are! 
But whoever doubted it? Why should our 
moral feelings be shocked, and the holiest 
words with all their venerable associations 
be profaned, in order to bring forth a Truism? 
But thus it is for the most part with the venders 
of startling paradoxes. In the sense in which 
they are to gain for their author the character 
of a bold and original thinker, they are 
false even to absurdity ; and the sense in which 
they are true and harmless, conveys so mere 
a Truism, that it even borders on Nonsense. 
How often have we heard ♦< The Rights of 
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Man — mmvLA !-^— Thb Sovbrsigntt of thb 
Pboplb — hurra!" roared out by men who, 
if called upon in another place and before 
another audience, to explain themselves, would 
give to the words a meaning, in which the 
most monarchical of their political opponents 
would admit them to be true, but which would 
contain nothing new, or strange, or stimulant, 
nothing to flatter the pride or kindle the 
passiemi of flie populace. 



ESSAY VII. 



At prqfMnm v«te«f leetarvm mum»do areendiai 
e«^ ^ jL^Mii6 nostriB juheamu9^ vt coram indignis 
6bmute9eant P Si Unguis^ ut dicitur^ emortnis utamur, 
tkem! tngenhim fteo^ne nobii emoi^imiM jaeet^ sin 
uUbBT^ Jll$Mrva »eerg$m eroM^ii PitM^ium'div itjig m miit, 
et Dianam nostramimpmrUik^fm^^mePttiii Ac^moaikm 
iMtdam prqferimiu, Respondeo: — ad incommoditatei 
ht^nsfnodi evitandas^ nee Grtpce nee Latink scribere 
9pu9 est. Si^fflciet^ nos siccd luce uaoa fuisse et 
eifictiare argumantendi metkodo, Smfficietj innocentufy 
ntiliter scriptieee : eventna ett apud lectorem. Nupet 
emptmn est a nobis Ciceronianum ietud ^ de tffidi^^ 
opue quod semper pccne Ckristiano dignum putabamui^ 
MirHmt libettusf actum fueratfanMsissimus, Credisnef 
Vis : at quonutdo ? Maligno quodam^ neseio quewh 
plena margine et super tergo^ annotatum est^ et ex* 
emplisy calumniis potiusy superf^tatum ! Sic et qui 
introrsum uritur inflammationes animi vel Catonitmis 
(ne dicam^ sacrosanctis) paginis accipit. Omni aurd 
mons^ omnibus scriptis mens^ ignita vesdtur* 

RuDOLPHi Langii Epist: ad Amienm 
qaeauiam Italicum, in qua Linguae patrise et hodierns 
mum defend it et eruditis eommendat. 
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mkim^MiiMfML j wm t ' ii a t^etU^ wudkmmmtm •«> 
^w» wmdtU in^^tmin vinm irL Se4 mo iikid 

9de imvisimiQ e««» temfi4uk. AM» ofiniomikm t^ 
mammenti vmtU H»ientii9 lOberamdi #««#, «# fs^ 

FKTRAHfiHA : PreCiit. in lib. de reoMd. utriaaq^na 

(TtmuhHm.) But how aM we t» guard against the 
faerd*of promiaenens lUadenf Can we hid our &ook9 
he silent in the presence of the unworthy ? If we 
employ what are called the dead languages, our own 
genius, alas ! becomes flat and dead : and if we embody 
our thoughts in the words native to them or in which 
Ihey were conceived, we divulge tiie secrets of Minerm 
to the ridicule of bloclLheads, and expose our Diana to 
the ActttODs of a sensual age. I reply : that in order 
to avoid inconveniences of this kind, we need write 
neither in Greek or in Latin. It will be enough, if 
we abstain from appealing to the bad passions and 
low appetites, and eouflne onrselves to a strictly con* 
sequent method of reasoning. 

To have written innocently, and for wise purposes, is 
all that can be required of us : the event lies with the 
Reader. I purchcued lately Cicero^s work, de ofliciis, 
wiiieh I had always considered as almost worthy of a 
ChruliaA. To my surprize it had become a most flagrant 



}ibtl,s M«y4 %Qt«luiwf— 4kmi« Mifr, I know nvt^iffaDf 
oat of the fraitftilDeM of his own malignity had filled 
all the margins and other blank spaces with annotations 
<^Hi trne svperfaiaiion of exampie^^ that is, of false 
and slanderous tales! In like manner, the slave of 
impure desires will tnm the pages of Cato, not i» 
say, Scriptnre itself, into occasions and excitements of 
wanton] imaginationB« There is no wind bat feeds a 
volcano, no work but feeds and jars a combostible mind. 

. I am well aware, that words will i^pear to iosany 
as ineffieaeioas medicines when administered to mindi 
agitated with manifold passions, as when they ace 
mattered by way of charm over bodily ailments. Bu^ 
neither does it escape me, on the other hand, that as 
the diseases of the mind are invisible, invisible mast 
the remedies likewise be. Those who have been en- 
trapped by false opinions are to be liberated by eon«> 
vincing truths: that thus having imbibed the poison 
through the ear they may receive the antidote by jUm 
same channel. 



a.-. 
THAT our elder writers to Jeremy Taylor 
inclusive quoted to excess, it would be the verj 
blindness of partiality to deny. More thas 
one might be mentioned, whose.works might 
be characterized in the words, or Mittoa^ as 
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<'a paroscyBm of citations, pampered melaphonr« 
and aphorisming pedantry," On the other 
hand, it seems to me that we now avoid quo* 
tations with an anxietj that offends in the 
contrary extreme. Yet it is the beauty and 
independent worth of the citations far more 
than their appropriateness which have made 
Johnson's Dictionary popular even as a reading 
faook-'f^-and the mottos with the translations of 
them are known to add . considerably to the 
value of the Spectator. With this conviction I 
have taken more than common pains in the 
selection of the mottos for the Friend : and of 
two mottos equally appropriate prefer always 
that from the book which is least likely to have 
come into my Readers' hands. For I often 
please myself with the fancy, now that I may 
have saved from oblivion the only striking pas- 
sage in a. whole volume, and now that I may 
ha\e attracted notice to a writer undeservedly 
forgotten. If this should be attributed to a stliy 
ambition in the display of various reading, I can 
do no more than deny any consciousness of hav- 
ing been so actuated : and for the rest, I must 
console myself by the reflection, that df it be one 
Vol. I. G 
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of tbe most fooltrii, it is at the same time ooe 
of the most harmless, of haman Tanities. 
• The passages prefixed lead at once to the 
question, which will probably have more than 
once occured to the reflecting reader of the 
preceding Essay. How will these rules ap« 
ply to the inost important mode of comn^OBi* 
eation ? to that, in which one mati may utter his 
thoughts to myriads of men at the same time^ 
aad to myriads of myriads at various times and 
tfirough successions of generations ? How do 
they apply to authors, whose foreknowledge as* 
luredly.does not inform them who, or. how 
many, or of what description their Reader^ 
will be? Ho)^ do these rules apply to bodks^ 
which once published, are as likely to fall in 
tbe way of the incompetent as of the judicious^ 
and will be fortunate mdeed if they are not 
^oaay times looked at through the tiiick -misH 
qf iguorahce, ot amid the glare of prejudiee 
aikd passion? — We answer in the finst jpli^ee) 
that this is not. universally true. The readers 
are not seldom picked and chosen. Relatiomr of 
eertain pretended miracles performed a few 
years )ago, At Holywell^ in conseipialce.of 
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prayers to tVe Virgin Mary, on female serrante) 
and these relations moralized hj the old 
Roman Catholic arguments without the old 
Protestant answers, have to my knowledge 
been sold by traveliing pedlars in villages and 
&rm-houses, not only in a form which placed 
iikeox within the reach of the narrowest meatis^ 
hiit sold at' a price less than their prime cost, 
and doubtless; thrown in occasionally b^ 
the make^tDeight in a bargain of pins and 
itey-tape. Shall I be told, that the publishers 
and reverend authorizers of theae base and 
vulgar delusiohs had exerted no choice as to 
the purchasers and readers? But waiving 
this, or rather having first pointed it out, . as 
an important exception, we fUrther reply : th^t 
if the Author have clearly and rightly estaly- 
Ijflhed in his own mind the class of readers, to 
which he means to address his communications ; 
imd if both in this choice, and in the par- 
ticulars of the manner and matter of his work, 
he conscientiously observes all the conditions 
which reason and conscience have been shewn 
to dictate, in relation to those for whom the 
work was designed ; he will, in most instances, 

q2 
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have effected bis design and ^realized th^ desired 
circumscription. The posthumous werk ^ 
Spinoza (Ethica ordine geometrico dem&nr 
strata) may, indeed, accidentally fall into the 
hands of an incompetent reader. But (not to 
mention, that it is written in a dead language) 
it .will be entirely harmless, because it must 
i^e^ds lie utterly unintelligible. I venture to 
aj|f(ert, that the. whole first book, De Deo^ 
might, be read in a literal English translation 
to any congregation in tiie kingdom, and that^ 
no individual, who had not been habituated 
to the strictest and most laborious processes 
of reasoning, would even suspect its orthodoxy 
or piety, however heavily the few who listened 
would complain of its obscurity and want of 
interest. 

This, it may be objected, is an extreme 
Qase. But it is not so for the present purpose. * 
We are speaking of the probability of injurious 
consequences from the communication of Truth. 
This I have denied, if the right means have 
been adopted, and the necessary conditions 
adhered to, for its actual communication/ 
Now the truths conveyed in a book are either 
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^rftfetft of themselves, or such as require a train 
tit deductions in proof : and the latter will be 
^flier such as are authorized and generally re- 
ceived ; or such as are in opposition to received 
and authorized opinions; orlastlj, truths pre- 
sented for the appropriate test of examination; 
SOid still under trial (adhuc sub lite.) Of this 
latter class I affirm, that in neither of the three 
sort can an instance be brought of a prepon- 
derance of ill-consequences, or even of an equi- 
Irbrium of advantage and injury from a work, in 
which the understanding alone has been appealed 
to, ty results fairly deduced from just premises; 
in terms strictly appropriate. Alas! legitimate 
reasoning is impossible without severe thinking; 
and thinking is neither an easy nor an amusing 
employment. The reader, who would follow 
a dose reasoner to the summit and absolute 
principle of any one important subject, has 
chosen a Chamois-hunter for his guide. Our 
guide will, indeed, take us the shortest way, 
will save us many a wearisome and perilous 
wandering, and warn us of many a mock road 
that had formerly led himself to the brink of 
chasms and precipices, or at best in an idle 



cirqle to the spot from whence he started. Bvt 
he cwnot carry us on bis shoulders : we must 
strain our own sinews, as be has strained his ; 
and make firm footing on the smooth rock 
for ourselves, by the blood of toil from our 
own feet. Examine the journals of our bumane 
and zealous missionaries in Hindostan. How 
often and how feelingly do they describe the 
difficulty of making the simplest chain of 
reasoning intelligible to the ordinary natives : 
the rapid exhaustion of their whole power of 
attention, and with what pain and distressAd 
effort it is exerted, while it lasts. Yet it is 
among this class, that the hideous practices of 
9elf-torture chiefly, indeed almost exclusively, 
prevail. O if folly were no easier than 
wisdom, it being often so very much more 
grievous, how certainly might not these miser* 
ftble men be converted to Christianity? But 
alas! to swing by hooks passed through the 
back, or to walk on shoes with nails of iron 
pointed upward on the soles, all this is so 
much less difficult, demands so very inferior 
an exertion of the will than to thinks and by 
thought to gain Knowledge and Tranquility ! 



It is not true, that igaoraDt persons have no 
f&otiiMi of the advantages of Truth and Know^ 
ledge. Tbej confess, thej see, those ad- 
Tallages in the conduct, the immunities, and 
^ superior powers of the possessors. Were 
these attainable by Pilgrimages the most toilr 
some, or Penances the most painAil, we should 
fUBSiiredly have as many Pilgrims and as many 
Self-tormentors in the service of true Religion 
and Virtue, as now exist under the tyranny of 
Papal or Brahman superstition. This ineffi- 
^eacj of legitimate Reason, from the want of fit 
objects, this its relative weakness and how 
narrow at all times its immediate sphere of 
action must be, is proved to us by the impos- 
toFsbf all professions. What, I pray, is their 
fortress, the rock which is both their quarry 
and their foundation, from which and on which 
they are built ? The desire of arriving at the 
,^d wiftout the effort of thought and will, 
which are tbe appointed means. Let us look 
backward fliree or four centuries. Then ais 
now the great mass of mankind were governed 
by the three main wishes, the wish for vigoir 
of body, including the absence of painful feel- 
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ings : for twealth,- . o?. the ppw^ of f^ooniiag 
the external conditions, of bodily enjoj^iaealt 
these during life — and security from pam and 
continuance of happiness after death. Thai-, 
B&rxQWy mm were desirous to attain them by 
some easier means than those of Temperance, 
Industry, and strict Justice. They gladly 
therefore applied to the Priest, who could esa^ 
sure them happiness hereafter without the per- 
formance of their duties here ;. to the Lawyer 
•who could make money a substitute for a right 
cause; to the Physician, whose medicines pro- 
mised to take the sting out of the tail of their 
sensual indulgences, and let them fondle and 
play with vice, as with a charmed serpent; to 
the Alchemist, whose gold^tincture would en- 
rich them without toil or economy; and to the 
Astrologer, from whom they could purchase 
foresight without knowledge or reflection. The 
established professions were, without exception, 
no other than licensed modes of witchcraft. 
The Wizards, who would now find their due 
reward in Bridewell, and their appropriate 
honors in the pillory, sate then on episcopal 
thrones, candidates for Saintship, and ahready 
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fuamfms^ in tte belief of their deluded con- 
UmpoTsnes; while the one or two real teachers 
and Discoverers of Truth were exposed to the 
bftzard of fire and faggot, a dungeon the best 
ffhrine that was vouchsafed to a Roger Bacon 
and a Galileo ! 



ESSAY VIII. 



Pray, why is it, that people say that men are not 
such fools now-a-days as they were in the days of yore? 
I would fain know, whether you would have ns under- 
stand by this same saying, as indeed you logically may^ 
that formerly men were fools, and in this generation are 
grown wise ? How many and what dispositions made 
them fools? How many and what dispositions were 
wanting to make 'em wise? Why were those fools? 
How should these be wise ? Pray, how came you to 
know that men were formerly fools? How did you find, 
that they are now wise ? Who made them fools ? Who 
in Heaven's name made us wise ? Who d'ye think are 
most, those that loved mankind foolish, or those that 
tove it wise ? How long has it been wise ? How long 
otherwise? Whence proceeded the foregoing folly? 
Whence the following wisdom ? Why did the old folly 
end now and no later ? Why did the modern wisdom 
begin now and no sooner ? What were we the worse 
for the former folly ? What the better for the succeed- 
ing wisdom ? How should the ancient folly have come 
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to nothiog? How should this Mine new wisdom be 

started up and establubed? Now answer me, anH plevae 

you! 

Fr. Rabelais^ Preface to his 5ih Book, 

MONSTERS and Madmen canonized and 
Galileo blind in a dungeon ! It is not so in our 
times. Heaven be praised,' tbat in this respect, at 
least, we are, if not better, yet better offihbn our 
forefathers. But to what, and to whom (under 
Providence) do we owe the improvement ? To 
any radical change in the moral affections of 
mankind in general ? Perhaps the great ma- 
jority of men are now fully conscious that they 
are born with the god-like faculty of Reason, 
and that it is the business of life to develope 
and apply it ? The Jacob's ladder of Truth, 
let down from heaven, with all its numerous 
rounds, is now the common highway, on which 
we are content to toil upward to the objects of 
our desires? We are ashamed of expecting 
the end without the means ? In order to an- 
swer these questions in the affirmative, I must 
have forgotten the Animal Magnetists; the 
proselytes of Brothers, and of Joanna South- 
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Hti; and some hundred thousand fanatics k» 
original in their creeds, but not a whit more 
rational in their expectations ! I must forget 
the infamous Empirics, whose advertisements 
pollute and disgrace all our Newspapers, and 
almost paper the walls of our cities ; and the 
tending of whose poisons and poisonous drams 
(with shame and anguish be it spoken) sup- 
|M>rts a shQp in every market-town ! I must 
fbVget that other opprobrium of the nation, 
that Mother-vicey the Lottery ! I must forget, 
tUat a numerous class plead Prudence for keep- 
iiftg their fellow-men ignorant and incapable of 
itttellectual enjoyments, and the Revenue for 
upholding such temptation^ as men so ignorant 
will not withstand — yes I that even senators 
and officers of state hold forth the Revenue as 
a sufficient plea for upholding, at every fiftieth 
door throughout the kingdom, temptations to 
ftie most pernicious vices, which fill the land 
with mourning, and fit the labouring classes for 
sedition and religious fanaticism! Above aQ 
I must forget the first years of the French Ri^ 
volution, and the millions throughout Europ^' 
who confidently expected the best and choicei^ 
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fesalt5«oC Knowledge and Virtue, namely, Li* 
herij and. universal Peace, from the votes ci a 
tiimultuous Assembly — that is, from the me- 
chanical agitation of the air in a large room ni 
^aris — and this too in the most light, unthiok- 
ji;ig, sensual and profligate of the European 
nations, a nation, the very phrases of whose 
language are so composed, that they can 
scarcely speak without lying! — No! Lotus 
not deceive ourselves. Like the man who 
Used to pull off his hat with great demonstm<» 
tion of respect whenever he spoke of himself,^ 
we are fond of styhng our own the enligMr. 
ened age : though as Jortin, I think, has wit«« 
tiiy remarked, the golden age would be more 
appropriate. But in spite of our great scientifia 
discoveries, for which praise be given to whom 
the praise is due, and in spite of that general 
indifference to all the truths and all the princi* 
pies of truth, that belong to our perman^it 
l)eing, and therefore do not lie within the sphere 
of our senses, (that same indifference which, 
makes toleration so easy a virtue with us, and 
constitutes nine^tenths of our pretended illumi- 
liation) it stiU remaiiis the character of the mass 
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of mankind to seek for the itttainmetit of their 
neeettarj ends by any means rather than the ap- 
pointed ones ; and for this cause only, that tii6 
latter imply the exertion of the Reason and the 
Will. But of all things this demands the long*^ 
estapptenticeship, even an apprenticeship froffl 
Infancy; which is generally neglected, because 
an excellence, that may and should belong to 
all men, is expected to come to every man of 
lift Own accord. 

To whom then do we owe our ameliorated 
condition? To the successive Few in every 
a)ge (more indeed in one generation than in 
toother, but relatively to the mass of mankind 
always few) who by the intensity and per- 
manence of their acUon have compensated for 
the limited sphere, within which it is at any 
onetime intelligible; and whose good deeds 
posterity reverence in their results, though the 
mode, in which we repair the inevitable wastd 
of time, and the style of our additions, too 
generally furnish a sad proof, how little we 
mnderstand the principles. I appeal to the 
Histories of the Jewish, the Grecian, and the 
Rotnan Republics, to the Records of the Chris* 
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tian Church, to the History of Europe from 
the Tr^ty of Westphalia (1648). What do 
Uiey contain but acdounts of noble structures 
raised by the wisdom of the few, and gradually 
undermined by the ignorance and profligacy 
tf the many ? If therefore the deficiency cjf 
good, which everywhere surrounds us, origin^t^ 
in ttie general unfitness and aversion of mtn 
to the process of thought, that is, to continuous 
reasoning, it must surely be absurd to a^ 
prehend a preponderance of evil from wo^ka 
which cannot act at all except as far as fliey 
eall the reasoning faculties into full co-exertion 
with them. 

Still, however, there are truths so iself-evid^nt 
or 80 immediately and palpably deduced fro^ 
those that are, or are acknowledged for suck, 
that they are at once intelligible to all men, wboi 
possess the common advantages of the socild 
state : although by sophistry, by evil halriliy 
by the neglect, false persuasions, and ifilr 
postures of an anti«christian priesthood joined ia 
<me42om^racy with the violctice of tyrannioal 
g6v«niorc, tbe undetetandingB of m^ mt^ 
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become so darkened and their conscieiices so 
lethargic, that there may arise a necessity for 
the republication of these* truths, and this tod 
with a voice of loud alarm, and impassioned 
warning. Such were the doctrines proclaimed 
by the first Christians to the Pagan world ; such 
were the lightnings flashed by Wickliff, Huss, 
Luther, Calvin, Zuinglius, Latimer, &c. across 
the Papal darkness ; and such in our own times the 
agitating truths, with ^hich Thomas Clarkson, 
apd his excellent confederates, the Quakers, 
fought and conquered the legalized banditti of 
men-stealers, the numerous and powerful })er- 
petrators and advocates of rapine, murder, and 
(of blacker guilt than either) slavery. Truths 
of this kind being indispensible to mui, con- 
sidered as a moral being, are above all ex- 
pedience, all accidental consequences : for as 
sure as God is holy, . and man immortal, there 
can be no evil so great as the ignorance or 
disregard of them. It is the very madness of 
mock prudence to oppose the removal of a 
poisoned dish on account of the pleasant sauces 
or nutritious viands which would be lo^t with 



ill ^TJke dii^ ccmtains destoactioii tdfluU^. fot 
which alcme we ought, to wish the palate. to te 
gmtified, or the body to be nouiished. . 
' The sole condition, therefore, imposed on us 
by the law of conscience in these cases is, that we 
employ no unworthyand heterogeneous means 
to realize the necessary end, that we entrust the 
event wholly to the full and adequate promult 
ga^tion of the - truth, and to those generoua 
affections which the constitution of our.mori4 
nature has linked to the full perception of it« 
Yet evil -may, nay . it will, be occasione^^ 
Weak men may take offence, and wicked jjol^ 
mil themselves of- it ; though we must; Uft 
attribute to the promulgation, or to the trufji) ) 
promulgated, all the evil, of which wicked lE^en 
(predetermined, like the wolf, in the fable, t|C^^^ 
Create some occasion) may chuse to make j^i 
the pretext. . But that there eyer was or,ever 
can be a preponderance of evil, % defy either; , 
the Historian to instance or the Philosopher to 
prove. " Let * it fly away, ^11 tjjpt chaff of 

* Avolent qnsntnm volent palege levis ftdei quo- 
eoiKjne ^fflato tentaiiqnmii! eo imrioMnassafranieiiii in 
horrea domini reponetur. Tertullian* 

Vol. I. H 



ii^t faith flnl c»& I7 off at aHy fareafh of 
tanptatioB ; the cleaner will the true grain be 
stored up in the graaary of the Lord,'' we 
are entitled to my with TertuUiaa: aad to 
exclaim wfth heroic Luther, ^^ scandal* and 
•ftnce! TUk not to jne of seandid and 
olfence. Need breaks through stone-walh, 
and reeks not of scandaL It is my duty to 
•Ipaie weak conseienees as far as it may be 
done wilhomA haiard of my soul. Where not, 
I mst take eounsel for my soul, though half 
or the whole world should be scandal iised 
thereby." 

Luther fett and preached and wrote mnd 
acted, as beseemed a Luther to feel and utter mnd 
act The truths, which had been outraged, 
he re-prodaimed in the spirit of outraged 
truth, at the behest of his conscience and 
in ttie senrice of flie God of truth. He 



*. A«igemiMliiii,AeTeeniiMilier! NothbrichtXiseB, 
mad biU kein Aergeniti. leh Bail der- gch^waehea 
Gewissen schooen bo fern es ohne Gefahr meiner Seelen 
Igeflehehn mag. Wo nicht, bo b611 ich meiner fteeleu 
nttben, es srgere lich dana die ganse oder bslbe 
W«K. 
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biB dutyy dome good, come evil! and made 
no qaestioQ, on which side the prepondemnee 
would be. In the one scale there was gold, 
and ^e impress thereon the image and sapefw 
ItcripliOQ of the* Universal Sovereign. In all the 
Wide and ever widening commerce of mind 
with mind throughout the world, it is treaiKm 
to r^ueit Can this have a counter- weight? 
The otiier scale indeed might have seemed 
ftill up to the very balance-yard ; but of what 
worth and substance were its contents ? Were 
they capable of lieing counted or weighed 
against the former? The conscience indeed 
is alueady violated when to moral good of 
evil we oppose things possessing no moral 
Interest Even if the conscience dared waive 
this her preventive veto, yet before we could 
consider the twofold results in the relations 
of loss and gain, it must be known whether 
their kind is the same or equivalent. They 
must first be valued, and then they may be 
weighed or counted, if they are worth it. 
But in the particular case at present before iis, 
the loss is contingent, and alien; the gain 
essential and the tree's own natural produce. 

H 2 
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Tbegtfm i£f pennimenty and spreads throagk 
all times and places ; the loss but tempoiary 
and, owing its very being to yice or ign<»Mice^ 
vanishes at the approach of knowledge and 
moral improvement. The gain reaches all 
good men, bdongs to all that love light and 
desire an increase of Ugbt: to all and of idl 
times, who thankHeaven for the gracioiis dawB^ 
and expect the nocm-day ; who wdicome the 
first gleams of spring, and sow their fields, ia 
confident faith of the ripening summer and the 
rewarding harvest-tide ! But the loss is confined 
to the unenlightened and the prejikliced — ^say 
rather, to the weak and the prejudiced of a 
^gle g^eration. The prejudices of one age 
are condemned ev&k by tl^ prejudiced of the 
succeeding ages: for endless are the modes 
of foUy, and the fool joins wifli the wise in 
^passing sentence on all modes but his own. 
Who cried out with greater horror against the 
ooaurderers of the Prophets, than those who 
likewise cried out, crucify him Tcrucify him!-** 
The truth»haters of every future gaieratioH 
will caU the truth-haters of the preceding ages 
by their true names: for even these fhe stieam 
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of time carries <awanL la fine. Truth con- 
flidered io it itself and in the effects natural to it^ 
ma,j he conceived as a g^itle spring or water^- 
sooice, warm from the genial earth, and 
breathing op into the snow drift that is piled 
•ver and around its outlet It turns the obstacle 
into its own form and obaractiery and as it makes 
its way increases its stream. And should it 
be arrested in its course by a chilling season, 
it suffers delay, not loss, and waits only for a 
change in the wind to awaken and again roll 
onwards* 

^ ... . I 90mniiei paUori 

JSml Ve9olo uevoso 
Faiti eurvi e eauuHy 
D* Mo Mtupor #o« muti 
Mirando ai fonts ombro^ 
II Po eon pochi umori; 
Poseia udendo gli onori 
DeW wma anguata e Hretta, 
Che 'i Adda cheH Tesino 
Soverehia iu tuo cammino^ 
Che ampio ai mar ^« qffiretia 
Che #t fpumo, si suouoy 
Che gli #s da corona! * Chiabrera. 

* I give literal translations of my poetic as well as 
pspae qaotaiions, because the propriety of their Intro* 
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• Literal TrtrnMlatioru ^^ The simple shepherds 
grown bent and hoarj4ieaded on the snowj 
Vesok), are mute with deep astonishment, gamg 
in the overshadowed fountain on the Po with 
bis scanty waters ; then hearing of the honors 
of his confined and narrow nrn, how be 
receives as a sovereign the Adda and the 
Tesino in his course, how ampte he hastens 
on to the sea, how be foams, how mighty bis 
voice, and that to him the crown is assigned.^ 

daction often depends on the exact sense and cider of 
the words : which it is impossible ahrays to retain in a 
metrical version. 



ESSAY IX. 



*0»»0#»»#'0» 



Crceat men fatfe Hr^d antong^ m, Heads Hbtd plannM 
ilii TMgMs th«l atlet'd Wiwion— belter nene. 

Even #a doth Heaven protect ust 

Wordsworth, 

IN the preceding Number I have explained 
the good, that is, the natural consequences of 
the promulgation to aQ of truths which all are 
bound to know and to make known. The 
evils occasioned by it, with few and rare 
exceptions, have their origin in the attempts 
to suppress or pervert it; in the fury and 
violence of imposture attacked or undermined 
in her strong holds, or in the extravagances 
of ignorance and credulity roused from their 
lethargy, and angry at the medicinal disturb- 
ance — awakening not yet broad awake, and 
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thus blending the monsters of uneasy dreams 
with the real objects, on which the drowsy eye 
bad alternately half-opened and closed, again 
half-opened and again closed. This redaction 
of deceit and superstition, with all the trouble 
and tumult incident, I would compare to a 
fire which bursts forth from some stifled and 
fermenting mass on the first admission of light 
and air. It roars and blazes, and converts the 
already spoilt or damaged stuff with all the 
straw and straw-like matter near it, first into 
flame and the next moment into ashes. The 
fire dies away, the ashes are scattered on all 
the winds, and what began in worthlessness 
ends in nothingness. Such are the evil, that 
is, the casual consequencesi of the same pro- 
mulgation. 

It ^.rgues Sit narrow pr corrupt nature to los^ 
the general and lasting consequences of rare 
and virtuous energy, in the brief accident^f, 
which accompanied its first movements — to set 
lightly by the emancipation of the human 
reason from a legion of devils, in our com- 
plaints and lamentations over the loss of a 
Iherd of swine! The Cranmers, Hampdens;, and 
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Sidneys : the counsellors of our Elizabeth, and 
t{ie friends of our other great Deliverer^ the 
third William, — is it in vain, that these have 
been our countrymen ? Are we not the heir» 
of their good deeds? And what are noble 
deeds but noble truths realized? As Pro** 
testants, as Englishmen, as the inheritors of so 
limple an estate of might and right, an estate 
so strongly fenced, so richly planted, by the 
sinewy arms and dauntless hearts of our fore- 
fathers, we of all others have good cause to 
trust in the truth, yea, to follow its pillar 
of fire through the darkness and the desart, 
even though its light should but suffice to make 
us certain of its own presence. If there be 
elsewhere men jealous of the light, who pro- 
phecy an excess of evil over good from its 
jnamfestation, we are entitled to ask them, on 
what experience they ground their bodings? 
Our own country bears no traces^ our own 
history contains no records, to justify them. 
Prom the great ceras of national illumination 
we date the commencement of our main 
national advantages. The tangle of delusions, 
which stifled and distorted the growing tree. 
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iMtre beeo torn awaj ; the parasite weeds^ fbit 
fed oa its very roots, baye beea jdiMked mp 
with a salatary viol^ikce. To tt& there renaai 
only quiet duties, the constant care, thegradvd 
improvenient, the eautioas unhaaardous labois 
of the industrious though contented gardeBer*— 
to prune, to engraft, and one by (me to r^oMfe 
from ks leaves and fresh shoots the slug and 
the caterpiUar. But far be it from us to under" 
vahie with light and senseless detraction the 
conscientious hardihood of o«ir predeeessofs^ 
oiT even to condemn in them that vehemence, 
to which the blessings it won for us leave us 
now. neither temptation op pretext. That the 
very terms,, with which the bigot or the hireling 
wottld blacken the first publishers of political 
and religions Truth, are, and deserve to be, 
hateAd to us, we owe to^ the effects of its pub- 
lication. We ante-date the feelings in order to 
crirmiDate the authors of our tranquility, opu- 
lence, and security. But let us be aware. Ef- 
fects will not, indeed, immediately disappear 
wifth their causes ; but neither can they loog 
continue without them. If by the reception of 
Truth in the spirift of Truth, we hee&me what 
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we are : only b j the retention of it in the same 
spirit, can we remain what we are. The nar- 
row seas that form our boundaries, what were 
they in times of old ? The convenient high* 
way for Danish and Norman pirates. What 
are they now? Still but " a Span of Waters." — 
Yet they roll at the base of the inisled Ararat, 
on which the Ark of the Hope of Europe and 
of Civilization rested! 

Even, so doth God prot(^ct us, if we be 
Virtuous aud Wise, Winds blow an^ Waicn roU, 
Strength to the Brave, and Power and Deity t 
Yet in themselves are notkiingl One Deciee 
Spake Laws to them^ and said that by the Saul 
Only the Natiova shall be great and £r«e! 

WoaDftWOATH, 



ESSAY X. 



1 deny not but that it is of greatest eoncenunent 
In the church and commonwealth to have a vigilant eye 
how books demean themselves as well as men. For 
books are not absolutely dead things, but do contain a 
pvogeny of life in them to be as active as that soul was 
whose progeny they are. I know they are as lively and 
as vigorously productive as those bibulous dragon's teeth: 
and being sown up and down may chance to spring up 
armed men. And yet on the other hand, unless warineas 
be used, as good almost kill a man as kill a good book. 
Many a man lives a burthen to the earth ; but a good book 
is the precious life-blood of a master spirit, embalmed and 
treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life. — Milton's 
Speech for the Liberty of unlicensed Printing. 



<^ ^^^i^i^^^i^ 



THUS far then I have been conducting a 
cause between an individual and his own mind. 
Proceeding on the convictiony that to Man is 
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entrasted the nature, not the result of his ae* 
tioDs, I have presupposed no calculations. I 
have presumed no foresight — Introduce no 
contradiction into thy own consciousness. Act- 
ing or abstaining from action, delivering or 
withholding thy thoughts, whatsoever thoii 
dost, do it in singlenesff qf heart. In all 
things therefore let thy means correspond to 
thy purpose, and let the purpose be one with 
the purport. — To this principle I have referred 
the supposed individual, and from this prin- 
ciple solely I have deduced each particular of 
his conduct As far, therefore, as the court of 
Conscience extends, (and in this court alone I 
have been pleading hitherto) I have won the 
cause. It has been decided, that there is no 
just ground for apprehending mischief from 
Truth communicated conscientiauslyy (i. e. 
with a strict observance of ail the conditions 
required by the Conscience) — ^that what is not 
so communicated, is Falsehood, and that to 
the Falsehood, not to the Truth, must the ill 
consequences be attributed. 

Another and altogether different cause re* 
mains now to be pleaded ; a different caus^ 
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mid in a different court. The parties con* 
ceroed are no longer the well-meaning Individ 
dual and his Conscience^ but the Citizen and 
the State — ^the Citizen, who may be a fanatic 
as probably as a philosopher, and the State, 
which concerns itself with the Consciaice only 
as far as.it appears in the action, or stiU more 
accurately, ia the fact; and which must deter- 
mine the nature of the fact not merely by a rule 
of Right formed from the modification of par- 
ticular by general consequences, not merely 
by a principle of compromise, tb4t reduces the 
freedom of eaeh citizen to the common measure 
In which it becomes compatible with the free- 
dom of all; but likewise by tiie relation which 
the facts bear to its (the State's) own in- 
$tinctiTe principle of self-preservation. For 
every depository of the Supreme Power must 
presume itself rightful : and as the source of 
law not legally to be endangered. A form of 
government may indeed, in reality, be most 
pernicious to the governed, and the highest 
moral honour may await the patriot who risks 

m 

his life in order by its subversion to introduce 
ft better and juster constitution ; but it would 
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te absurd to blame the law by which his life is 
declared forfeit It were to expect, that by 
aa involred contradiotioii the law should allow 
itself not to be law, by allowing the State, of 
which it is a part, not to be a State. For as 
Hooker has well observed, the law of men's 
aelioas is one, if they be respected only as 
men ; and another, when they are considered 
as parts of a body politic. 

But though every government sabsistiiig ia 
hw (for pure lawless despotism grounding il-> 
self wholly on terror precludes all considera* 
lion of duty) — though every gpvemmentsubsist* 
ing in law must, and ought to, regard itself as 
the life of the body politic, of which it is the 
head, and consequently must punish every a(* 
tempt against itself as an act of assault or 
A murder, i. e. sedition or treason ; yet still it 
ought so to secure the life as not to prevent the 
eonditions of its growth, and of that adaptation 
to circumstances, without which its very life 
becomes insecure. In the application, there* 
foTe, of these principles to the public commu- 
nication of opinions by the most efficient means, 
the Press — we have) to decide, whether con- 
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gisMntly with them there should be any liberty 
of the press; and if this be answered in the 
affirmative, what shall be declared abuses of 
that liberty, and made punishable as such ; and 
in what way the general law shall be applied 
to each particular case. 

First then, should there be any liberty of the 
press ? we will not here mean, whether it should 
be permitted to print books at all; (for our 
Essay has little chance of being read in Turkey, 
and in any other part of Europe it cannot be 
supposed questionable) but whether by the 
appointment of a Censorship the Government 
should take upon itself the responsibility of 
eacB particular publication. In Governments 
purely monarchical (i. e. oligarchies under one 
head) the balance of the advantage and dis* 
advantage from this monopoly of the press will 
undoubtedly be affected by the general steA'Q 
of information ; though after reading Milton's 
*^ Speech for the liberty of unlicensed Printing*" 
we shall probably be inclined to believe, that 
the best argument in favour of licensing, 4&Ct 

• 11 y a un voile qui doit toujour couvrlr tout vf qii(^ 
L*on peut dire ct tout ce qu 'on peut croire du Droit 
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under any constitution is that^ Which tfuppoiing 
the raler to have a different interest £roni that 
of his country, and ^ven ftom himself' as 'a 
reasonable and moral creature, grounds itself 
on the incompatability of knowledge with foUy, 
oppression, and degradation. What our pro- 
phetic Harrington said of religious, applies 
equally to literary toleration. *^ If it be said 
that in France there is liberty of conseimii)e in 
part, it is also plain that while the hierarchy is 
4tan4ing, this liberty is falling, and that if on 
the contrary, it cpmes to pull down the Hierar- 
chy, it pulls down that Monarchy also : where- 
fore the Monarchy or Hierarchy will be 
beforehand with it, if they see their true in- 
terest." On the other hand, there is no flight 
danger from general ignorance : and the only 
choice, which providence has graciously left to 
a vicious Government, is either to fall by the 
People, if they are^suffered to become enlight- 

dei p^vples et de celui des princes^ qui ne s^acoordent 
jMDais fli bien ensemble que dans le silence, 

Mem, du Card, de. Retz, 

How severe a satire where it can be justly applied! 
how false and calumnious if meant as a general maxim ! 

Vol. I. I 
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enedy or with (hem, if they are kept ^laved 
and ignorant. 

The nature of our Constitution, since the 
revolution, the state of our literature, and the 
wide diffusion, if not of intellectual yet of 
literary power, and the almost universal interest 
in the productions of literature, have set the 
question at rest relativdy to the British press. 
However great the advantages of previous 
examination might be under other circum-. 
stances, in this country it would be both 
impracticable and in^cient. I need only 
suggest in broken sentences — ^the prodigious 
number of licensers that would be requisite — 
the variety of their attainments, and (inasmuch 
as the scheme must be made consistent with 
our religious freedom) the ludicrous variety of 
their principles and creeds — their number being 
so great, and each appointed censor being 
himself a man of letters, quia cusiodiet ipsos 
custodes? — If these numerous licensers hold 
their offices for life, and independent of th^ 
ministiy pro tempore^ a new, heterogeneous, 
and alarming power is introduced, which can 
never be assimilated to the constitutional powers 
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aireadj exutin^:— if fhey are remoTeable at 
pleasare, that which is heretical wid seditious 
in lS09y may become orthodox and loyal in 
J810r-and what man, whose attainments and 
moral respectability gave him even an endurable 
dAJm to this awful trust, would accept a situ* 
ation at once so invidious and so precarious? 
And what institution can retain any useful 
influence in so free a nation, when its abuses 
bare made it contemptible ? — Lastly, and which 
of itself would suffice to justify the rejection of 
such a plan — ^unless all proportion between 
crime and punishment were abandoned, what 
penalties could the law attach to the assump* 
Hon of a liberty, which it had denied, more 
serere than those which it now attaches to the 
alm^e of the liberty, which it grants? In all 
.those instances at least^^ which it would be most 
the inclination — perhaps the duty — of the State 
to prevent, namely, in seditious and incendiary 
publications (whether actually such, or only 
such as the existing Government chose so to 
denominate, makes no difference in the argu- 
ment) the publisher, who hazards the punish- 
ment now assigned to seditious publications, 

l2 



IIS 

Woitid assuredly bazaord the penalfies of us- 
Hcensed ones, especially as the very practice of 
Uceiising would naturally diminish the attentioa 
to the contents of the works published, the 
chance of impunity therefore be so muck 
greater, and the artifice of prefixing -an unau- 
thorised license so likdy to escape detfection. 
It is a fact, that in many of the former Grerman 
States in which literature flourished, notwith- 
standing the establishment of censors or licen- 
sers, three fourths of the books printed were 
unlicensed — even those, the contents of which 
were unobjectionable, and where the sole 
motive for evading the law, must have been 
either the pride and delicacy of the author, or 
the indolence of the bookseller* So difficult 
was the detection, so various the means of 
evasion, and worse than all, from the nature 
of the law and the affront it offers to the pride 
of human nature, such was the merit attached 
to the breach of it — a merit commencing per- 
haps with Luther's Bible, and other prohibited 
works of similar great minds, published with 
no dissimilar purpose, and thence by many 
an intermediate link of association finally 
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connected with books, of the rerj titles of 
which a good man would wish to remain 
ignorant The interdictory catalogues of the 
Roman hierarchy always present to my fancy 
the muster-rolls of the two hostile armies of 
Michael and of Satan printed promiscuously, 
or extracted at haphazard, sav^ only that th6 
expects from ihf forn^er appear somewhat the 
more numerous* And yet even in Naples, and 
in Rome itself, whatever difficulty occurs in 
procuring any article catalogued in these for- 
midable folios, must arise either from the 
scarcity of the work itself, or the absence of 
all interest in it. Assuredly there is no difficult 
m procuring from the most respectable book-, 
sellers^ the vilest provocatives to the basest 
crimes, though intermixed with gross lampoons 
on the heads of the Church, the religious orders, 
and on religion itself. The stranger is invited 
into an inner room, and the loathsome wares 
presented to him with most significant lookf 
and gestures, implying the hazard, and the 
necessity of secrecy. A creditable Englidi 
bookseller wpuld deem himself insulted, if such 
works were even inquired after at bis shop. 
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It is a well-known fact, that with the mournfal 
exception indeed of political provocatiTes, and 
the titillations of vulgar envy provided by our 
anonymous critics ; the loathsome articles are 
among us vended and offered for sale almost 
exclusively by Foreigners. Such are the puri- 
fying effects of a free Press, and the dignified 
habit of action imbibed from the blessed air of 
Law and Liberty, even by men who neither 
understand the principle or feel the sentiment 
of the dignified purity, to which they yield 
obeisance from the instinct of character. As 
there is a national guilt which can be charged 
but gently on each individual, so are there 
national virtues, which can as little be imputed 
to the individuals, — ^no where, however, but in 

« 

countries where Liberty is the presiding in- 
fluence, the universal medium and menstruum 
of all other excellence, moral and intellectilM* 
Admirably doth the admirable Petrarch * ad- 
monish us: 

Nee sibi vero quisquam falso persuadeii^t, eos 

• 1 quQte Petrarch often in the hope of drawing the 
attention of Scholars to his inestimable Latin Writings. 
hei me add, in the wish likewise of recommending a 
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qoi pro LIBBETATE excttbant, alienum agere 
negotium non suum. In hac unA reposita sibi 
omnia n6rint omnes^ securitatem mercator, 
gloriam miles, utilitatem agricola. Postrem6, 
in eAdem HBERTATE Religiosi ccerimonias, 
otiom studiosi, requiem senes, rudimenta di$* 
eiplinarum pueri, nuptias et castitateni puell»» 
pttdicitiam matrons, pietatem et antiqui larifl 
sacra patres familias, 8pem atque gaudium 
omnes invenient Huic uni igitur reliquae ce- 
daut cum ! Si ba^c omittitis, in quautA libet 
occupatione nihil agitis: si huic incumbitis; et 

Tniuslatioii of scleet pawwgea from hii Treatiaw and 
Letters to the London PubliaheM. If I exeept the Ger- 
man writings and original Letters of the heroic Luther, 
I do not remember a work from which so delightful fuid 
instructive a volume might be compiled. 

To give the true bent to the above extract, it i« 
necessary to bear in mind, that he who keeps watch and 
ward for Freedom, has to guard against two enemies, the 
Despotism of the Few and the Despotism of the Many — 
but especially in the present day against the Syeopbanti 
of the Populace. 

Ldeence they mean, when they ciy Liberty! 
For who lovci that, must first bf wwe aed food. 
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nihil agere videmini, cumulate tamen et civittm 
et virorum implevistis ofEicia. 

Petrarch^ Harta. 

(Translation.)— '^or let any one falsely 
persuade himself, that those who keep watch 
and ward for liberty, are meddling with 
things that do not concern them, instead of 
minding their own . business. For all men 
should know, that all blessings are stored and 
protected in this one, as in a common reposi- 
tory. Here is the tradesman's security, the 
soldier^s honor, the agriculturist's profit. Lastly, 
in this one good of Liberty the Religious will 
find the permission of their rites and forms of 
worship, the students their learned leisure, the 
aged their repose, boys the rudiments of the 
several branches of their education, maidens 
their chaste nuptials, matrons their womanly 
honor and the dignity of their modesty^ and 
fathers of families the dues of natural affection 
and the sacred privileges of their ancient home. 
To this one solicitude therefore let all other 
cares yield the priority. If you omit this, be 
occupied as much and sedulously as you may^ 
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jou are doing nothing: If you apply your 
heart and strength to this, though you seem to 
be doing nothing, you will, neyertheless, have 

« 

been fulfilling the duties of citizens and of men, 
yea, in a measure pressed down and running 
over. 



ESSAY XL 



Nemo verb fallatur, quaai minora sint animorum con* 
togia qnam corporum. Majora snnt; graviiu laednnt; 
altios deseendnnt, serpnniqae latentius. 

Petrarch, de VU. SoliU L. 1. «. 3. c.4. 

(Translation,) — And let no man be deceived as if the 
contagions of the soul were lese than those of the body. 
They are yet greater; they eonvey more direful dis- 
aases; they sink deeper, and creep on more unsuspectedly. 

WE have abundant reason then to infer, that 
fhe Law of England has done well and con- 
cluded wisely in proceeding on the principle so 
clearly worded by Milton: that a book should 
be as freely admitted into the world as any other 
birth ; and if it prove a monster, who denies 
but that it may justly be burnt or sunk into 
the sea? We have reason then, I repeat, to rest 
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satisfied with our Laws, which no more pre- 
vent li book from coming into the world un- 
Ucensed, lest it should prove a libel, than a 
traveller from passing unquestioned through 
our turnpike-gates, because it is possible he 
may be a highwayman. Innocence is pre- 
sumed in both cases. The ptiblicaiton is a 
part of the oQence, and its necessary condition. 
Words are moral acts and words deliberately 
made public the law considers in the same 
Ught as any other cognizable overt act. 

Here however a difficulty pres^its itself. 
Theft,. Robbery, Murder, and the like, are 
easily defined : the degrees and circumstances 
likewise of these and similar actions are defi* 
nite, and constitute specific offences, described 
and punishable each under its own name. We 
have only to prove the fact and identify the 
offender. The intention too, in the great ma** 
jority of cases, is so clearly implied in the 
action, that the Law can safely adopt it aa its 
universal maxim, that the proof of the ndalice 
is included in the proof of the fact : especially 
as the few occasional exceptions have their 
remedy provided ia' the prerogative of pardon 
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entrusted to the supreme Magistrate. But 
in the case of Libel, the degree makes the 
kind, the circumstances constitute the crimi- 
nality; and both degrees and circumstances^ 
like the ascending shades of color or the shoot* 
mg hues of a dove's neck, die away into each 
other, incapable of definition or outline. The 
eye of the understanding, indeed, sees the de* 
terminate difference in each individual case, 
but language is most often inadequa& to ex- 
press what the eye perceives, much less can a 
general statute anticipate and pre-define it 
Again : in other overt-acts a charge disproved 
leaves the Defendant either guilty of a different 
fault, or at best simply blameless. A man 
Iiaving killed a fellow-citizen is acquitted of 
murder — ^the act was Manslaughter only, or it 
was justifiable Homicide. But when we reverse 
the iniquitous sentence passed on Algernons 
Sidney, during our perusal of his work on 
Government; at the moment we deny it to 
have been a traiterous Libel, our beating hearts 
declare it to have been a benefaction to our 
country, and under the circumstiuices of those 
times the^ performance of an heroic duty. 
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From this cause therefore, as well as from a 
Libel's being a thing made np of degrees and 
circumstances (and these too discriminating 
offence from merit by such dim and ambulant 
boundaries) the intention of the agent, where-^ 
ever it can be independently or inclusiTely 
ascertained, must be allowed a great share in 
determining the character of the action, unless 
the Law is not only to be divorced from moral 
Justice,* but to wage open hostility against it. 
, Add too, that Laws in doubtful points are to 
be interpreted according to the design of the 
legislator, where this can be certainly inferred. 
But the Laws of England, which owe their 
own present supremacy and absoluteness to 
the good sense' and generous dispositions dif- 
fused by the Press more, far more, than to 
any other single cause, must needs be pre* 
sumed favourable to its general influence. 
Even in the penalties attached to its abuse, we 
must (Suppose the Legislature to have been 

* According to the old adage : yon are not hang for 
stealing a horse, but that horses may not be stolen. To 
what extent this is trne, we shall have occasion to examine 
hereafter. 
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actuated by th6 desire of preserving its essential 
privileges. The Press is indifferently the pas- 
sive instrument of Evil and of Good: naj, 
there is some good even in its evil. " Good 
and Evil/' says Milton, in the Speech from 
which I have selected the Motto of the pre- 
ceding Essay, ^^ in the field of this world, 
grow up together almost inseparably: and 
the knowledge of Good is so intervolved and 
interwoven with the knowledge of Evil, and 
in so many cunning resemblances hardly to 
be discerned, that those confused seeds which 
were imposed on Psyche as an incessant 
labour to cull out and sort asunder, were not 
more intermixed. — As, therefore, the state of 
man now is, what wisdom can there be to 
chuse, what continence to forbear, without 
the knowledge of Evil ? He that can appre* 
hend and consider Vice with all her baits and 
seeming pleasures and yet abstain, and yet dis- 
tinguish, and yet prefer that which is truly 
better, he is the true way-faring Christian. I 
cannot praise a fugitive and cloistered virtaep 
that never sallies out and sees her adversary— 
that which is but a youngling in the pontem* 
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plation of Evil, and knows not the utmost UbifA 
Vice promises to her followers, and rejects if, 
is but a blank Virtue, not a pure. — Since, 
therefore, the knowledge and survey of Vice is 
in this world so necessary to the constituting 
of human Virtue, and the scanning of Error to 
the confirmation of Truth, how can we more 
safely and with less danger scout into the 
regions of Sin and Falsity, than by reading all 
manner of Tractates, and hearing all manner 
of reason?" Again — ^but, indeed the whole 
Treatise is one strain of moral wisdom und 
political prudence--^* Why should we then af- 
fect a rigor contrary to the manner of God 
and of Nature, by abridging or scanting those 
means, which Books, freely permitted, are both 
to the trial of Virtue and the exercise of Truth? 
It would be better done to learn, that the Law 
must needs be frivolous, which goes to restrain 
things uncertainly, and yet equally working to 
Good and to Evil, And were I the chuser, a 
dram of well-doing should be preferred before 
many times as much the forcible hindrance of 
evil-doing. For God sure esteems the growth 
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aad completion of one virtuous person, more 
ttuia the restraint of ten vicious." 

The evidence of History is strong in favor of 
the same principles, even in respect of their 
expediency. The average result of the Press 
from Henry VIIL to Charles I. was such a 
diffusion of religious light as first redeemed 
and afterwards saved this nation from the spi- 
fitual and moral death of Popery ; and in the 
following period it is to the Press that we owe 
the gradual ascendancy of those wise political 
maxims, which casting philosophic truth in 
the moulds of national laws, customs, and exist- 
ing orders of society, subverted the tyranny 
without suspending the govemm^it, and at 
length completed the mild and salutary revolu- 
tion by the establishment of the House of 
Brunswick. To what zfiust we attribute this 
vast over-balance of Good in the general effects 
of the Press, but to the over-balance of virtuous 
intention in those who employed the Press? 
The Law, therefore, will not refuse to manifest 
good intention a certain weight even in case» 
of apparent error, lest it should disconrage and 
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iscare away those, to whose efforts we owe the 
comparative infrequ^icy and weakness of error 
on the whole. The Law may however, nay, 
it must demand, that the external proofs of the 
author's honest intentions should be supported 
by the general style and matter of his work, 
and by the circumstances and mode of its 
pubUcation. A passage, which in a grave and 
regular disquisition would be blameless, might 
become highly libellous and justly punishable 
if it were applied to present measures or per* 
sons for immediate purposes, in a cheap and 
popular tract. I have seldom felt greater in* 
dignation than at finding in a large manufac- 
tory a sixpenny pamphlet, containing a selec-* 
tioQ of inflammatory paragraphs from the 
prose-writings of Milton, without a hint given 
of the time, occasion, state of government, Ac. 
tinder which they were written-*-not a hint, 
that the Freedom, which we now enjoy, ex-» 
Cifieds all that Milton dared hope for, or deemed 
practicable ; and that his political creed sternly 
exduded the populace, and indeed the majo« 
nty of the population, from all pretensions ta 
political power. If the manifest bad intention 
Vol. I. K 
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would constitute tliis puUication a seditious 
libd^.agood intention equally mtmifest can 
not 0V^7 ^ denied its share of influ^ce in 
produoing a contrary u^dict 
i- . Her€^ then is the diffieuUj., From the ¥ery 
lifttnre of a libel it is inqKxssible so to define it; 
but . that the most meritorious works wilt be 
found included in the description. Not from any 
defect pr undu^ severity in the particular Sta* 
ttiie^ but from the very nature of the ofEmce to 
he guarded against, a work recommending T^ 
fi>rmby (be only rational mode of recommenda^ 
tipla^ that is, by the detection and exposure of 
eorrnptiwi abuse, or incapacity, might, though 
it should breathe the bestand most unadulterated 
English feelings, be brought within the definition 
9i libel equally with the vilest incendiary Bro- 
^ure^thsit ever aimed at leading and misleading 
^^ multitude. Not a paragraph in the Morning 
Post during the peai^e of- An^iens, (or rather 
ttie experimental truce so called) though to the 
ifU^ortal honour of the then editor, that news- 
paper, was the chief secondary means of prQ-* 
ducing the unexampled national onanimity, 
^ith which the war re-commenced dnd ha^ 
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ikihiee teeb continued — ^fabt a partigraph waning 
the nation, as need wfts and niest impeiions 
diity connnandedy of the perilous designs and 
tmsleeping ambition of our neighbbur, thfe mimic 
and t^ribatiirist of Charlemagne, but waa a 
punishable libeL The statute of libel ik a vaM 
avifLrjr, which incages the awakening cock and 
the geese whose alarum preserved the capitol, 
no less than the babbling magpye and ominous 
screech-owl. And yet will we avoid this 
seeming injustice, we throw down all fence 
and bulwark of public decency and public 
opinion ; political calumny will soon join hands 
with private slander; and every principle, 
every feeling, that binds the citizen to his 
country and the spirit to its Creator, will be 
undermined — not by reasoning, for from that 
there is no danger ; but — by the mere habit of 
hearing them reviled and scoffed at with impu* 
nity. Were we to contemplate the evils of a 
rank and unweeded press only in its effect on 
the manners of a people, and on the general 
tone of thought and conversation, the greater 
the love, which we bore to literature and to all 
the means and instruments of human improve- 

k2 
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ment, the greater would be the e^araestness with 
which we should solicit the interfereiiee of 
law : the more anxiously should we wish for 
some Ithuriel spear^ that might remove from 
the ear of the public, and expose in their own 
fiendish shape those reptiles, which iTispiring 
venom and forging illtcsions as they listf 



-thence raise^ 



At least distempered discontented thoogkfs, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires* 

Paradise Lost* 
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^^>#^^^#^#<» 



QiuHnoflo autem id futurum $it^ ne quis ineredibUe 
^nrbitretur^ 09tendam. In primU mulUplicabitur reg' 
ntnn, et $umma rerum pofeatat per plurimoM di99ipaia 
et eoHcUa minuetur. Tune ditcordia civile* BerentuTy 
nee uUa requies belli* exitialibua erit, dum exereitibu* 
in immensum eoacti*^ rege* ditperdent Qmni€kf et com' 
minuent: donee adcersu* eos dtue polentisHmu* n plebe 
orietur^ et asBumetur in Bocietatem a cateriB^ et prin^ 
eepB omnium conttitueiur. Hie insustentabili domi' 
natione vexdbii orbem^ divina et humana miseebit: 
infanda dietu et execrabilia molietur : nova concilia 
in pecfore auo volutabit^ ut proprium 9ibi couBtituat 
imperium : leges eommuiabit^ et 9ua$ sanciet^ eonta- 
minabii^t diripiet^ spoliabit^ oeeidet. Denique immutaHe 
nomiribue^ et imperii sede translator coi\fkuio -ae per- 
turbatio humani generis eonsequetur. Turn vere detes* 
tabUe, et atque abominandum ien^us existet^ quo nulH 
hominum sU vita Jueunda. 

Lactantius lie f^itdBeatd^ Lib.vii. c. 16. 

But lest this should be deemed incredible, I will 
shew tiie manner in which it is to take place. First, 
there will be a multiplication of independent sovereign- 
lies, and the supreme magistracy of the Empire, 
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(Bcattered and cat up into fragments, will be enfeebled in 
the exercise of power by law and anthority. Then urill 
be vowed the [seeds of civil discords, nor will there be 
any rest or pause to wasteful and ruinous wars, while 
the soldiery kept together in immense standing armies, 
the Kings will crash and lay waste at their will i — until 
at length there will rise up against them a most puissent 
military chieftain of low birth, who will have acceded to 
him a fellowship with the other Sovereigns of the earth, 
and will finally be constituted the head of all. Thin 
man will harrass the civilized world with an insup- 
portable despotism, he will confound and commix all 
things spiritual and temporal. He will form plans and 
preparations of the most execrable and sacrilegioas 
nature. He will be for ever restlessly turning over 
new schemes in his imagination, in order that he may 
fix the imperial power over all in his own name 
and possession. He will change the former laws, he will 
sanction a code of his own, he will contaminate, pillage, 
lay waste and massacre. At length, when he has suc- 
ceeded in the change of names and titles, and in the 
transfer of the seat of Empire, there will follow a 
confusion and perturbation of the human race ; then 
will there be for a while an aera of horror and abomi- 
nation, during which no man will enjoy his life in 
quietness. 



I interpose this Essay as an historical com- 
ment on the words " mimic.an& caricaturist of 



dmriemagne/' as applied to tbe despci, whom 

SDce'tbe time that the words were first printed» 

irehaT^, thank heaven! succeeded ia incngingi 

The Motto contains the most strikiiig mataa<^ 

rf an uninspired prophecy fulfilled even in itt 

nkutiiBe, that I i^collect ever to have met withi 

and it ia hoped, that as a curiosity it wiU 

reconcile my readers to its unusual length. Bttf 

thoQgh my chief motive was ftat of relieving 

(by the variety of an historical parallel) tb€ 

series of argument on this most important of 

alt subjects, the communicability of Truth, yet 

the Essay is fiir from being a digression. Havr 

ing in the preceding number given utterance 

to quicquid in rem tarn maU^ficam indignatix^ 

dohrqae dictarent^ concerning the mischiefs 

of a lawless Press, I held it an act of justice 

to give a portrait no less lively of the excess tt> 

irhich the remorseless ambition of a govern- 

m&xt might accumulate its oppressions in the 

one instance before the dkscovery of Printix^ 

aad in the other during* the suppression of its 

freedom. 

I haye translated the following f)rom a volu^ 
minous German work, Michael Ignuz Schmidts 
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Hiistorj of the Germans; in which this Extract^ 
forms the conclusion of tiic second chapter o£ 
the third book, from Charles the Great to 
Conrade the First. The late Tyrant's close 
imitation of Charlemagne was sufficiently evi- 
denced by his assumption of the Iron Crown 
of Italy, by his imperial coronation with the 
presence and authority of the Holy Father; by 
Ikis imperial robe embroidered with bees in 
order to mark him as a successor of Pepin, 
and even by his ostentatious revocation of 
Charlemagne's grants to the Bishop of Rome, 
But that the differences might be felt likewise, 
I prefaced the translation here reprinted with 
the few following observations. 

Let it be remembered then, that Charle* 
magne, for the greater part, created for himself 
the means of which he availed himself; that 
his very education was his own work, and that 
unlike Peter the Great, he could find no assist- 
ants out of his own realm ; that the unconquer- 
able courage and heroic dispositions of the 
nations he conquered, supplied a proof positive 
of real superiority, indeed the sole positive 
proof of intellectual power in a warrior : for 
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bow can we measure force but by the resist* 
ance to it? But all was prepared for Buona* 
parte, Europe weakened in the very heart of 
all human strength, namely, 'in moral and reli* 
gious principle, and at the same time accidently 
destitute of any one great or commanding 
mind : the French people, on the other hand, 
still restless from revolutionary fanaticism ; their 
civic enthusiasm already passed into military 
passion and the ambition of conquest; and 
aUke by disgust, terror, and characteristic un- 
fitness for freedom, ripe for the reception of a 
despotism. Add too, that the main obstacles to 
an unlimited system of conquest, and the pur* 
suit of universal monarchy had been cleared 
away for him by his pioneers the Jacobins, vis. 
the influence of the great land-holders, of the 
privileged and of the commercial classes. Even 
the naval successes of Great Britain, by de- 
stroying the trade, rendering useless the colo- 
nies, and almost annihilating the navy of France, 
were in some respects subservient to his de- 
signs by conieentrating the powers of the French 
empire in its armies, and supplying them out 
of the wrecks of all other employments, save 
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timt of agriculture. France bad already «p4 
proximated to the formidable state ^ propheti-» 
tolly desfcribed by Sir James Stuart, m his 
Political Economy, m wbich the population 
sijfaQVild cousist chiefly of soldiers aud peasantry: 
at least the interests of no other classes were 
^regarded. The great merit of Buquaparte has 
been thp.t of a skilful steersman, who with his 
boat in the most vipleat stojcm still keeps thinif 
^elf on the summit of the wayes, i^hich not h^ 
but the winds had raised. I will now proceed 
to my translationi* 

That Charles was an hero, his exploits bear 
evidence. The subjugation of the Lombards^ 
protected as they were by tbP Alps, by fortresses 
and fq^tified towns, by numerous atmies, and 
by a gr^at nam6 ; pf the Saxons, secured by 
^eir savage resoluteness, by ap untaniable love 
of freedom, by their desart plains and enormoufs 
fprests, and by their own poverty ; the humbling; 
of the Pukes of Bavaria, Aquitania, Hretagn^ 
apfl- Gascony ; proud of their ancestry as weU 
^ pf their ample domains; the almost entire 
ji^ictirpation of the Avars, so long^theterrbf of 
i^tiropj^; are assuredly! works which demanded 
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a courage and a firmness of mind such as Charles 
only possessed. 

How great bis reputation was, and this too 
beyond the limits of Europe, is proved by the 
embassies sent to him out of Persia, Palestine, 
Mauritania, and even from the Caliphs of 
Bagdad. If at the pi^esent day an embassy from 
the Black or Caspian Sea comes to a prince on 
the Baltic, it is not to be wondered at, since 
such are how the political relations of the four 
quarters of the world, that a blow which Is 
jgiven to any one of them is felt knore or lesi^ 
by all the others. Whereas in the times of 
Charlemagne, the inhabitants in one of the 
known parts of the world scarcely knew what 
was going on in the rest. Nothing but th^ 
extraordinary, all-piercing report of Charles's 
exploits could bring them to pass. His great- 
ness, which set the world in astonishment, 'wa& 
likewise, without doubt, that which begot in 
the Pope and the Romans the first idea of the 
re-establishment of their empire. 

Is it true, that a number of things united to 
make Charles a great man — ^favourable circum* 
stances of time, a nation already disciplined to 



warlike habits, a l<Mig life» and the consequ^t 
acquisition of experience, such as no one po$* 
seased in his whole realm. Still, however, the 
principal means of his greatness Charles found 
in himself. His great mind was capable of 
extending its attention to the greatest multi- 
plicity of affairs. In the middle of Saxony he 
thought on Italy and Spain, and at Rome he 
made provisions for Saxony, Bavaria, and 
Pannonia. He gave audience to the Ambas-. 
sadors of the Greek emperor and other po* 
tentates, and himself audited the accounts of 
bis own farms, where every thing was entered 
even to the number of the eggs. Busy as his 
mind was, his body was not less in one con«^ 
tin,ued state of motion. Charley would se^ 
into every thing hii^self, and do every thing 
himself, as far as his powers extended : and 
even this it was too, which gave to his uad^r* 
takings such a force and energy. 

But with all this the government of Charles 
was the government of a conqueror, that is 
splendid abroad and fearfully oppressive at 
home. What a grievance must it not have beea 
for the people that Charles for forty years 
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together dragged them now to the Elbe, then 
to the Ebro, after this to the Po, and from 
thence back again to the Elbe, and this not ia 
check an invading enemy, but to make con* 
qu€»sts which little profited the French nation ! 
This must prove too much, at length, for a hired 
soldier : how much more for conscripts, who 
did not live only to fight, but who were fathers 
of families* citizens, and proprietors? But 
above all, is it to be wondered at, that a nation 
like the French, should suffer themselves to be 
used as Charles used them* But the people no 
longer possessed any considerable share of 
influence. All depended on the great chieftains, 
who gave their williiig suffrage for endless wars, 
by which they were always sure to win. Th^ 
found the best opportunity, under such cir- 
cumstances, to make themselves great and 
mighty at the expence of the freemen resident 
within the circle of their baronial courts ; and 
when conquests were made, it was far more 
for their advantage than that of the monarchy. 
In the conquered provinces there was a necessity 
tot dukes, vassal kings, and different high 
offices : all this fell to their share* 
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I would not sfty this if w$ did. not possess 
incpntroyertible original documents of those 
tini^s, which prpve clearly to us that Charles's 
government was an i^nhappy one for the people, 
and that this great man, by his aqtions, laboured 
to the direct, subversion of his first principle. 
It was his first pretext to establish h greater 
equality an^png the members of his vast cdmr 
munity, and to make all free and equal subjects 
under, a common soveretign. And from the 
necessity; occasioned by continual war, the 
exact contrary took place; Nothing gives us 
a better notion of the interior state of the FrencH 
monarchy, than the third, capitular of tfee jHt 
811. (compare with this the four or Jim 
quarto vol^, of the present French Con^crift 
Ci^.J All is /uU of complaint, the Bishops 
and Earls clamouring against the freeholders^ 
and these in their turn against the Bishops 
and Earls. And in truth tiie freeholders had np 
small reason to be discontented and to ress^ 
as far as they dared^ even the imperial levies^ 
^ dependant must be content to follow bis lord 
without fur&er questioning : for he was pai4 
for it. But a free citizen, who lived wholly on 
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hii. own property^ might reasonably object to 
sdffi^ bimself to be dragged about in all quarters 
fit the world, . at ibJe fancies of his lord : 
^speeiaDj as there was so .much injustice iof 
l^rmijted. Those who gave up their properties 
f atirely, or in part, of their own accord, were 
\e& undisturbed at home, while those, who ret> 
fused to do this, were forced so often into 
sertice, that at length, becoming impoverished; 
they were compelled by want to give up, or 
dispose of their free tenures to the Bishops or 
£arls. (It would require no g¥eat ingenuity 
to discover paraUels^ or at letMt, equivalent 
hardships to these, in the treatment of, and 
regulations concerning the reluctant conr 
scripts,) 

, It almost surpasses belief to what a height, 
lit length, the aversion to war rose in the French 
ilation, from the moltitude of the campaigns 
tad the.grievances connected with them. The 
national, vianity was now satiated by the 
frequences of victories ; and the plundisr which 
fieil'to the lot of individuals, made but a poor 
eompeniation for tiie losses and burthens sus-* 
tained by their fitinilies at^ home. Some, 
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in order to bJecome exempt trom military sett 
Tice, sought for menial employments in the 
establishments of the Bishops, Abbots, Abbesses, 
and Earls. Others made oyer their free pro* 
perty to become tenants at will of such Lord% 
as Arom their age or other circumstances, they 
thought would be called to no further military 
services. Others, even privately took away 
the life of their mothers, aunts, or other of their 
relatives, in order that no family residents might 
remain through whom their names might b^ 
known, and themselves traced; others volun« 
tarily made slaves of themselves, in order thus 
to render themselves incapable of the military 
rank. ' . 

When-this Extract was first published, namely^ 
September 7, 1809, I prefixed the following 
sentence. *' This passage contains so much 
matter for political anticipation and well' 
grounded hope, that I feel no apprehension of 
the Reader's being dissatisfied with its length* 
I trust, that I may derive the same confidence 
from bis genial exultation^ as a Christian ; and 
from his honest pride as a Briton ; in the retro^ 
spect of its completion. In this belief I vea*» 
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hire to conclude the Esiay with die foUoWiag 
Extract from a '^ Comparison of the French 
Republic, under Buonaparte, with the Roman 
Empire under the first Caesars," published by 
me in the Morning Post, Tuesday, 21 Sept. 
1802. 

If then there be no couhterppise of dissi- 
milar circumstances, the prospect is gloomy 
indeed^ The commencement of the public 
slavery in Rome was in the most splendid eera 
of human genius. Any unusually flourishing 
period of the arts and sciences in any country, 
i3, even to this day, called the Augustan age of 
that country. The Roman poets, the Roman 
historians, the Roman orators, rivalled those of 
Greece; in military tactics, in machinery, in 
all the conveniences of private life, the Romans 
greatly surpassed the Greeks. With few ex- 
ceptions, all the emperors, even the worst of 
them, were, like Buonaparte,** the liberal en- 

* Imitators succeed better in copying the vices than the 
i!zce]lences of their archetypes. Where shall we find in 
the First Consal of France a counterpart to the generous 
ajid jdreadless clemency, of the first Caesar ? Acerbe lo- 
qnentibus satis babuit pro coacione denunciare, ne per- 
VOL, I. Ji 
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coiirBgeri of all peat puUic woirks, and of 
every species of pul4io meHt not coBneeted 
with the assertion of political freedom. 



O Juvenes, circumspieit et agitat tos, 

Metepiamque sibi Dacis indulgentia quftrit. 

. It is even so, at thi^ present moment, Ia 
Fntnce. Yetj both in France and in Roaie, 



severareat. Aulique Caecins crimiDosissimo libro, et 
tholai carminibus maledicentissimis laceratam existi* 

mationem suam civili animo talit. 

« 

It deserves translation, for our iBnglish readers. ^ ff 
any spoke bitterly against hint, he held it snfficient t^ 
e^mplaiii df it pnbliely, to previ^tit them from perwr 
raring in IUiq qm of such languagek His character hU 
}>cen mangled in a most libellous work of Aulus Casciiu, 
and he had been. grossly lampooned in some verses by 
Pitholaus ; but he bore both with the temper of a good 
citizen.'^ 

' For this part of the First Consul's character, if com- 
moh report speaks the truth, W^ muit seek a parallsl in 
the dispositions of the third Caesar, wha dreaded the pen 
of a paragraph writer, hinting aught against his morals 
and measures, with as great anxiety, and with as vin- 
dictive feelings, as if it had been the dagger of aiti assasno 
lifted up against his life. From the third Cassar, too, ke 
adopted the abrogation of all popular ekctioink' 



147 

#6l httte learited, that the most abject dispo*. 
sMioDft to slavery rapidly trod op the heels of 
fte most outrageous fanaticism for aa almost 
anftfchidil liberty. iZt^re in servitium patre0 
at poptdum. Peace and the coaduqation of aU 
ths civilised provinces of the earth, were the 
grand and plausible pretexts of Roman despo-^ 
iism : the degeneracy of the hUDDtan species it^ 
self, in all the nations so blended^ was the me* 
iBQcholy, efTect. Torraorrow, therefore, wq 
idtail endeavour to detect all those points and 
eircttmscances of dissimilarity, which, though 
tbey camlet impeach the rectitude of the pa« 
ridlel, foiT the present, may yet render it pro- 
tahlc^ that as the same Constitution of Go* 
vemment has been built up in France with in* 
eomparably greater rapidity, so it may have 
an. incomparably shorter duration. We are 
iK>t conscious of any feelings of bitterness to-: 
irardtl th^ First Consul ; or, if any, only that 
venial prejudice, which naturally results from 
the having hoped proudly of any individual, 
and the having been miserably disappointed. 
Put we will not voluntarily cease to think freely 
and sp^k openly. We owe gmteful hearts, 

l2 
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and uplifted hands of thanksgiriBg to ihe Dh 
Vine Providence, t&at there is yet one £U»ch 
pean country (and that country our own) m 
which the actions of public men may be boldly 
analysed, and the result publicly stated. A|id 
let the Chief Consul, who professes in. all 
things to follow his FATE, learn to submit 
to it, if. he finds that it is still his fate to 
Smuggle with the spirit of English freedom, 
and the virtues which are the offspring of that 
spirit! If he finds, that the Genius of Great 
Britain, which blew up his j^gyptian 
navy into the air, and blighted his Syrian 
laurels, still follows him with a calm and diead- 
fill eye ; and in peace j equally as in war, still 
watches for that liberty, in which alone the 
Genius of our Isle lives, aud moves, and has 
his being ; and which being lost, ail our com-^ 
mercial and naval greatness would in^aatly 
languish, like e flower, the root of which bad 
been silently eat away by a worm ; and with* 
out which, in any country, the public fegti-^' 
vals, ei^i pompous merriments of a nation 
present no other spectacle to the eye of Reason, 
tba,n a mob of maniacs dancing ii| their fetters. 



ESSAY XIII. 



I»»>»^V»»#>#<#^ 



Miut there be still some discord mixt among 
The harmony of men, whose mood accords 
Best with contention tun'd to notes of wrong? 
That when War fails, Peace must make war with words. 
With words unto destraciion armM more strong 
Than ever were oar foreign Foemans^ swords : 
Making as deep, tho^ not yet bleeding wounds ? 
What War left scarless, Calumny confounds. 

Troth lies entrappM where Canning finds no bar : 
Since no proportion can there be betwixt 
Our actions which in endless motions are, 
And ordinances which are always fixt. 
Ten thonsand Laws more cannot reach so far, 
Bot Malice goes beyond, or lives commixt 
^0 close with Goodness, that it ever will 
Corrapt, disguise, or counterfeit it still. 

And therefore would our glorious Alfred, who 
JoinM with the King^s the good man^s Majesty, 
Not leave Law^s labyrinth without a clue — 
Cave to deep Skill its just authority,-^ 
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Bui the last Judgemeut {ihin his Jury's plan) 
Left to the natural sense of Workaday Man. 

Adapted from am eider Poet, 



^^ ^ ^ f ^^^^^^^'^'t^^ 



WE recur to the dilemma stated in our ei| 
number. How shall we solve this problem ? Its 
solution is to be found in that spirit which, like 
the universal menstruum sought for by the old 
alchemists, can blend and harmonize the molt 
discordant elements — it is to be found in tfe 
spirit of a ratioriar PreeSom diffused arid bfr 
come national, in the consequent influence and 
controul of public opinion, and in its most 
precious organ, the jury. It is to be found, 
wherever Juries ^re sulB&ciently ealigbtened to 
perceive the di£Eerence, and to comprehend the 
origin and necessity of the difference, between 
libels and other criminal overt-acts, arid are 
sufficiently independent to act upon the con- 
viction, that in a charge of libel, the degree, the 
circumstances, and the intention, constitute 
(not merely modifyj^ the offnice, give it its 
Being, and determine its legal name. The 
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words ^^ mcUicumaiy and advisedly," nmsl 
here have a force of their own, and a proof of 
their own. They will consequently consider 
the written law as a blank power provided for 
the punishment of the offender, not as a light 
by wiiich fliey are U> determine and discrimi-> 
Bate the offence. The understanding and con- 
science of the Jury are the Judges, in toto: 
the statute a blank cong6 (Telire. The Statute 
is the Clay and those the Potter's wheeL 
Shame fall on that Man, who shall labour to 
eonfound what reason and nature have put 
asunder, and who at once, as far as in him 
lies, would render the Press ineffectual and 
the Law odious; who would lock up the 
main river, the Thames of our intellectual 
commerce; would .throw a bar across the 
stream, that must render its navigation dan* 
gerous or partial, using as his materials the 
very banks, that were intended to deepen ite 
channel and guard against its inundations! 
Shame fall on him, and a participation of the 
infiuny of those, who misled an Englidi Jury 
to the murder of Algernon Sidney ! . 
But though the virtuous intention of the 
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writer must be allowed a certain influence in* 
facilitating his acquittal, the degree of his 
moral guilt is not the true index or mete-wand 
of his condemnation. For Juries do not sit in 
a Court of Conscience, but of Law ; they are 
not the representatives of religion, but the 
guardians of external tranquillity. The lead* 
ing principle, the Pole Star, of the judgement 
in its decision concerning the libellous nature 
of a published writing, is its more or less re- 
mote connectioa with after overt-acts, as the 
cause or occasion of the same. Thus the 
publication of actual facts may be, and most 
often will be, criminal and libellous, when di< 
rected against private characters : not only be- 
cause the charge will reach the minds of many 
who cannot be competent judges of the truth 
or falsehood of facts to which themselves were 
not witnesses, against a man whom they do not 
know, or at best know imperfectly ; but be* 
cause such a publication is of itself a very^e* 
rious overt^act, by which the author without 
authority and without trial, has inflicted pu- 
nishment on a fellow subject, himself being 
witness and jury, judge and executioner. Of 
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such publications there can be no legal justifi^ 
catioHy tboiigli the wrong may be palliated by 
the t^ircumstance that the injurious charges are 
not only true but wholly out of the reach of 
the law. But in libels on the government there 
are tw6 things to be balanced against each 
other : first, the incomparably greater miischief 
of the overt-acts, supposing them actually o6t 
casioned by the libel — (as for instance, the sub* 
version of goVerntnent and property, if the 
principles taught by Thomas Paine had been 
realized, or if even an attempt had been made 
to realize them, by the many thousands of> his 
readers) ; and second, the very great impro- 
bability . that such effects will be produced bf 
such writings. Government concerns all gei- 
nerally, and no one in particular. The faete 
are commonly as. well known to the readers, as 
to the writer: and falsehood therefore easily 
detected. It is proved, likewise, by experi*- 
ence, that the frequency of open political dis- 
cussion, with all its blameable indiscretions^ 
indisposes a nation to overt acts of practiced 
sedition or conspiracy. They talk ill^ said 
Charles the Fifth, of his Be^ian Provinces, but 






they suffer so much the better for it. His sac* 
cesser thought differentlj: he determined to 
be master of their words and opinions, as well 
as of their actions, and in consequence lost one 
half of those provinces, and retained the othcar 
half at an expence of strength and treasure 
greater than the original worth of the wboje. 
An enlightened Jurj, therefore, will require 
proofs of some more than ordinary malignity 
of intention, as furnished by the style, priot; 
mode of circulation, and so forth; or of 
punishable indiscretion arising out of the stat€ 
of the times, as of dearth, for instance, or of 
whatever other calamity is likely to render the 
lower classes turbulent and apt to be alienated 
^om the government of their country. For 
tiie absence of a right disposition of mind must 
he considered both in law and in morals, as 
nearly equivalent to the presence of a wrong 
4ispoaition. Under such circumstances the 
legal paradox, tha:t a libel may be the more a 
libel for being true, becomes strictly just, and 
as such ought to be acted upon. 

Concerning the right of punishing by law 
ibe aufiiors of heretical or 4eistical writings, 
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I reserve my remarks fof a futui'e Essay, in 
^hich I hope to state the grounds and limits 
of toleration more accurately than they seem 
to me to have been hitherto traced. There 1« 
one maxim, however, which I am tiempted to 
seize as it passes across me. If I may trust 
my own memory, it is indeed a very old truth : 
and yet if the fashion of acting in apparent 
ignorance thereof be any presumption of its 
novelty, it ought to be new, or at least have 
become so by courtesy of oblivion. It is this: 
that as far as human practice can realize the 
sharp limits and exclusive proprieties of Sci- 
ence, Law and Religion should be kept dis- 
tinct. There is, strictly speaking, no PROt»BR 

OPPOSITION BUT BETWfeEN THE TWO POLAR 
FORCES OF ONE AND THE SAME POWER.* If 

4 

• Every Powbr in Nature and in Spirit thuMt 
evolve an appo9ite<i 09 the 9ole meant and condition qf 
iU manifestation: and ai<l opposition is a ten- 
dency TO Re«union. Tbii is the universal Law of 
Polarity or essential Dualism, first promulgated by He- 
raclitua, 2000 years afterwards re-published, and made 
the foundation both of Logic, of Physics, and of Meta- 
physics by Giordano Bruno. The Principle may bf 
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I say then, that Law and Religion are natural 
oppoaites^ and that the latter is the requisite 
counterpoise of the former, let it not be in* 
terpreted, a^ if I had declared them to be coU' 
traries. The Lavr has rightfully invested the 
Creditor with the power of arresting and im- 
prisoning an insolvent Debtor, the Farmer 
with the power of tran^orting, mediately at 
least, the Pillagers of his Hedges and Copses ; 

thus ezpreflsed. The Identitif of Thesis and Antithefli» 
is the substance of all Being ; their Opposition the con* 
dition of all Existence^ or Being manifested ; and every 
Thing or Phenomenon is the Exponent of a Synthesis 
as long as the opposite energies are retained in that Syn- 
thesis. Thus Water is neither Oxygen nor Hydrogen, 
nor yet is it a commixture of both ; but the Synthesii 
or Indifference of the two : and as long as the copula 
endures, by which it becomes Water, or rather which 
alone is Water, it is not less a simple Body than either 
of the imaginary Elements, improperly called its Ingre- 
dients or Components. It is the object of the mecha- 
nical atomistic Psilosophy io confound Synthesis* with 
synartesiSy or rather with mere juxta-position of Cor- 
puscles separated by invisible Interspaces. I find it 
difficult to determine, whether this theory contradicts 
ihe Reason or the Senses most : for it is alike incon- 
ceivable and unimaginable* 
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bnt the Law do^s not compel him to exercise 
that power, while it will often happen, that 
Religion commands him to forego it Nay, 
so well was this understood by our Grand- 
fathers, that a man who squares his conscience 
by the Law was a common paraphrase or sy«* 
ifonime of a wretch without any conscience 
at all. We have all of us learnt from History^ 
fliat there was a long and dark period, during 
which the Powers and the Aims of Law were 
usurped in the name of Religion by the Clergy 
and the Courts Spiritual: and we all know 
the result. Law and Religion thus interpeoe^ 
trating neutralized each other ; and the baleful 
product, or tertium Aliquid, of this union 
retarded the civilization of Europe for Centu** 
ries. Law splintered into the minutise of Re* 
ligion, whose aweful function cmd prerogative 
it is to take account of every " idle W0fd^'\ 
became a busy and inquisitorial tyranny : and 
Religion substituting legal terrors for the en« 
nobling influences of Conscience remained 
Religion in name only. The present age &pr 
pears to me approaching fast to a similar usui^ 
pation of the functions of Religion by Law : 
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aad if it Vrere ^eqttiredy I stioltihl vioi wlmt 
ttttfng presumptive proofs in favor of this dpi- 
pion, whether I sought for them in the Chaig^ 
(torn the Bench concerning Wrongs, to which 
Religion denounces the fearful penalties of 
Quilt, but for which &e Law of the Land a$t 
signs Damages only : or in sundry statutes, 
fonl (all praise to the late Mn Wyndhanit 
{Lcunanottiin ultimo) inva still greaiter number 
of 0ttempi8 towards ne^ staloites, the authors 
of wl^ich displayed the most pitiable ignoranee^ 
not merely of the distinction . betVre^Qi pe^ 
fected and imperfected OhUgatteins, .but even 
bt that still more sacred distinction between 
Thiflgs and Persons, What the Son of Sirach 
advises concerning the Soul, every Senator 
riiould apply to his legislative capacity— 
Retn^rence it in meekness, knowing how feeble 
kad hov^ mighty a Thing it is ! 

From this hint concerning Toleration, we 
may pass by an easy transition to the, perhaps, 
ietiil more interesting subject of Tolerance* 
And here I folly coincide with Frederic H. 
Jacofoi, that the only true spirit of Tolerance 
coosii&ts in our conscientious toleration of each 
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Otli^*s inlqlerance. Whatever pret^adg to b^ 
more than this, is either the unthinking capt q( 
fiushion, or the soul^-palsying narcotic of moral 
and religiouB inditFerence. All of us withoi;^ 
^ception, in the same mode though not in the 
same degree, are necessarily subjected to the 
fisk of mistaking positiyt opinions for certainty 
and clear insight. From ihi» yoke we cannot 
free ourselves, but by ceasing to be men ; and 
this too not in order to transcend but to sink 
below our human nitture. For if in one point 
of view it be. the mulct of our fall, and of the 
corruption of our will ; it is equally true, that 
contemplated from another point, it iB the 
price and consequence of oor pf<)gressiYeness. 
To him who is compelled to pace to and fro 
wiQiin the high walls and in the narrow court* 
yard of a prison, all objects may appear clear 
and distinct It is the traveller journeying 
<»iward, Adi of heart and hope, with an ever-* 
vafying horieon, on the boundless plain, that 
is liable to mistake clouds for mountains^ and 
the miriage of drouth for an expanse of re^ 
freshing wat^s. 
But notwithsteadjog this deep co&vietioii of 
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bur general fallibility, and the tiiost vivid 
recollection of my own, I dare avow witfaf 
the German philosopher, that as far as opi^^ 
nions, and not motives ; principles, and not 
men, are concerned ; I neither am tolerant; 
nor wish to be regarded as such./ According 
to my judgment, it is mere ostentation, or 
a poor trick that hypocrisy plays with the 
isatdsk of nonsense, when a man makes protest 
iation of being perfectly tolerant in respect of 
all principles, opinions and persuasions, those 
al<Mie exci^ted which render the holders into- 
lerant; For he either means to say by this, 
that he is utterly indifferent towards all truth, 
and finds nothing so insufferable as the persua* 
Sion of there being any such mighty value or 
importance attached to the possession of the 
Truth as should give a marked preference to 
any. one conviction above any other ; or else 
he means nothings and amiises himself with 
articulating the pulses of the air instead of in- 
haling' it in the more healthful and profitable 
exercise of yawning.. That which doth not 
withstand J hath itself no standing place. To 
fill h station is to exclude or repel otherSj-r-apcl 
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this is not less the definition of moral, than of 
material, aolidity. We live bj continued aets 
of defence, that involve a sort of offensive war* 
fare. But a man's principles, on which he 
grounds his Hope and his Faith, are the life of 
his life. We live by Faith, says the philoso* 
phic Aposde; and faith without principles is 
but a flattering phrase for wilful positivenese^ 
or fanatical bodily sensation. Well, and ol 
good right therefore, do we i^aintain with more 
zeal, than we should defend body or estate, a 
deep and inward conviction, which is as the 
moon to U3 ; and like the moon with all its massy 
shadows and deceptive gleams, it yet lights us 
on our way, poor travellers as we are, and 
benighted pilgrims. With all its spots and 
4^hanges and temporary eclipses, with all its 
vain halos and bedimming vapors, it yet re* 
fleets the light that 18 to rise on us, which even 
now is risings though intercepted from our im- 
mediate view by the mountains that enclose 
and frown over the vale of our mortal life. 
. This again is the mystery and the dignity of 
our human nature, that we cannot give up our 
reason^ without giving up at the same time our 
Vol, I. M 
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ladivid]Q«^l|ienR>iialitj. For thai iiiu^kppotr& 
ffaefa man to be kh reaisdn which produces in him 
tbe hii^hest sense of certainty; and yet it is-fiot 
reason, except as far as it is of iindverdal validity 
Imd obligatory on all mankind. Thei^ b a one 
heart for the whole tnighty mass of /Hamanity^ 
and every pulse in each particular vessel steivte 
to beat in concert with it He who aks^rts that 
truth is of no importance except in the sense t>f 
sincerity, confounds sense with madness, and 
the word of God with a dreaih. If the jpow^r 
of reasoning be the Oift of the Supreme Rea^ 
son, that we be sedulous, yea, and fnilita$d 
in the endeavor to reason ari^t, is his implied 
Command. But what is of permanent atid 
essential interest to one man inuist n^eds be so 
to all, in proportion to the means and oppor- 
iutiities of each. Woe to him by whom ihese 
ate neglected, and double woe to him by whom 
they are wi&held ; for he robs at once himself 
and his neighbour. That man's Soul is not 
dear to himself, to wh6m t^e Souls of his Bre* 
fiiren are not dear. As far as they can be in- 
fluenced by hiih, they are parts and propertied 
of his own sotol, their faith his faith, their 
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totn hin bur&€»9 tbeir rigbfedugaeis aifd 
Uiis te rigbteoU^eas fttid. bil i^ewav^dl-'^aNt e»f 
their Guilt and Misery hxs qynx will be 4he 
echo. Aa mucb .as I Idve my feUovK-oMD,. n6 
nrach and no mope. wiU 1 be i^ifo^ftirf of tb^ir 
Heresies and Us^eUef— ^and I will honor . ta4 
boid forfh the right hand of fellowdiip to ev^rj; 
kiitilhiaL wbo is equally intolerant of that 
which be conceives rsucb in me. — We will 
both esKcIaim— I. kaow not, . #hat antidotMr 
amoQg 'the complex views^. impuides and oir^ 
enffiftoicesy that form yoitr motal fieing, God*a 
gsBcions Ptovidedce may hav« voUobsafed to' 
you against the serpent fang of this JBrtor — ^bi^ 
it i^ a.ivifier, and its poison deadly, altbpugb 
through higher iniuences some men may take 
the reptile to their boi^om, and remain un^tun|p.> 
. In -one of these viperous Journals, which) 
deal out Pro&neness^ flate. Fury, and Se- 
dition throughout the Land, I read thie foUow- 
XBg Paragraph. ^^ The Brahman believes that 
every man will be saved in his own persua-. 
sion, and that all religions are equally pleasing' 
to the God of all. The Christian confines sal- 
vation to the Believer in his own Vedahs and 

U2 



164 

Shasters. Which is the more humane mi 
philosophic creed of the two ?'' Let question 
answer question. Self-complacent Scoffer! 
Whom meanst thou by God? The God of 
TrUtk? and can He be pleased with falsehood 
and the debasement or utter suspension of the 
Reason which he gave to man that he might 
receive from him the sacrifice of Truth! Or 
the God of love and mercy ? And can He be 
pleased with the blood of thousands poured 
out under the wheels of Jaggemaut, or with 
the shrieks of children offered up as fire offer- 
ings to Bttal or to Moloch? Or dost thou mesB 
the God of holiness and infinite purity ? and 
can He be pleased with abominations unutter- 
able and more than brutal defilements? and 
equally pleased too as with that religion, which 
commands us that we have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness but to reprove 
them ? With that religion, which strikes the 
fear of the Most High so deeply, and th^ 
sense of the exceeding sinfulnesss of sin so iih 
wardly, that the Believer anxiously enquires: 
*^ Shall I give my first-bom for my transgres- 
sion, the fruit of my body for the sin of my 
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Mul?'' — ^and wbich makes ansvrer to him. — ^* He 
hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
walk justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God." But I check myself. 
It is at once folly and profanation of Truth, to 
reason with the man who can place before his 
eyes a minister of the Gospel directing the eye 
of the widow from the corse of her husband up- 
ward to his and her Redeemer, (the God of 
the living and not of the dead) and then the 
remorseless Brahmin goading on the discon- 
solate victim to the flames of her husband's 
funeral pile, abandoned by, and abandoning, 
the helpless pledges of their love — and yet dare 
ask, which is the more humane and philosophic 
creed of the two ? No ! No ! when m^ch opif- 
nions are in question I neither am, or will be, 
or wish to be regarded as, tolerant. 



i 



ESSAY XIV. 



>'#i#»*i##^'^^ 



Knoviing tbe heart of Man is set to be 
The centre of this world, ahoot the whieh 
These rerolntioDS of distutbances 
Still roll ; ifh^re all th' a»]^ciM of misery 
Predominate ; whose strong;; affects are such, 
As he mnst bear, being powerless to redress: 
And that unless above himself he can 
£rect himself, how poor a thing is Man ! 

Daniel^ 



I have thus endeavoured, with an anxiety 
which may perhaps have misled me into pro- 
li^ity, to detail and ground the conditions 
under which the communication of truth ii 
commanded or forbidden to us as individuals, 
by our conscience ; and those too, under which 
it is permissible by the law which controuls 
our conduct as members of the state. But is 
the subject of sufQcient importance to deserve 
so minute an examination ? O that my readers 
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would look To^ond the world, as it now ^% 
and make to themsi^lves a foithful o«ktalogve of 
ita many miaeries ! From wh^t do tJiese 
proceed, and on; what do they depend for their 
contixiuaace ? Assuredly for the greyer part 
vsL &e actioas of men, and those, again on th^ 
want of a vital principle of action. We liv^ 
hy &ith. The essense of virtue consists in th« 
pindple. And the reality of this, as well ttjf 
its importance, is believed by all men in fact, 
few as there may be who bring the truth for* 
ward into the light of distint consciousness. Yet 
all men ieel, and at times acknowledge to them* 
selves, the true cause of their misery. There is 
no man so b^e, but that at some time or otber^ 
and in some way pr oth^r, be admits that he is 
not wh^t he ought to be, though- by a curious 
art of i^elf-delusion, by an efiEprt to keep al 
peace with himself as long and as much as 
possible, he will throw off the blame from the 
amenable part of his nature, his moral principle, 
to that which is independent of his will, namely, 
the degree of his intellectual faculties. Hence,, 
for once thajt a maq exclaims^ how dishonest I 
am, on what base and unworthy motives I^ct, 
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we may hear a hundred times, what a fool I 
am! curse on my folly?* and the like. 

Yet even ttiis implies an obsure sentiment, 
that with clearer conceptions in the under- 
standing, the principle of action would become 
purer in the will. ThaQks to the image of our 
Maker not wholly obliterated from any hanuu 
soul, we dare not purchase an exemption from 
guilt by an excuse, which would place our 
amelioration out of our own power. Thus the 
very man, who will abuse himself for a fool but 
not for a villian, would rather, spite of the usual 
professions to the contrary, be condemned as a 
rogue by. other men, than be acquitted as a 
blockhead. But be this as it may, out of him* 
self, however, he sees plainly the true cause of 
our common complaints. Doubtless, there 
seem many physical causes of distress, of dis^ 

* We do not consider as exceptions the thousands tbat 
abuse themselves by rote with lip-penitence, or the wild 
ravJDgs of fanaticism ; for these persons at the very time 
Aey speak so vehemently of the wickedness and rottenness 
of tlieir hearts^ are then commonly the warmest in their 
own good opinion, covered round and comfortable in ib^ 
vprap'ra$oal of self-hypocrisy. 
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^ase, of poverty and of desolatioii — tempested 
earthquakes^ volcanoes, wild or venemous 
animals, barren soils, uncertain or tyrannous 
climates, pestilential swamps, and death in the 
very air we breath. Yet when do we hear the 
g^eral wretchedness of mankind attributed to 
these? In Iceland, the earth opened and sent 
forth three or more vast rivers of fire. The 
smoke and vapour from them dimmed the light 
of Heaven through all Europe, for months^ 
even at Cadiz, the sun and moon, for several 
weeks, seemed turned to blood. What W9& 
the amount of the injury to the human race? 
sixty men were destroyed, and of these the 
greater part in consequence of their own im- 
prudence. Natural calamities that do indeed 
spread devastation wide, (for instance, the 
Marsh Fever,) are almost without exception, 
voices of Nature in her all-intelligible language 
---do this! or cease to do that! By the mere 
absence, of one superstition, and of the sloth 
engendered by it, the Plague would cease to 
exist throughout Asia nnd Africa. Pronounce 
meditatively the name of Jennbr, and ask 
what might we not hope, what need we deem 
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|iai^ia&ble, if all the tnney the ^brl, (he skilft 
wUdi we waste in mi^kkig ounielvea misemUe 
ttiTQiigh viee, and yicious thfough xm^tji 
ir^e embodied and mavdiaUed to a sjstemfttio 
waragniiast the existing evils of nature? No, 
^^ Iti$a picked uDorUtr This is so geaeiall; 
the saluti<>ii, that Uiis very wiohedAeis is sib 
aigoed hj selfish me^,, as their excuse for ^oin^ 
niching to render it better, and for opposiog 
^dse who would make the attempt. Wimt 
ha^e noi Clarkson, GranviUe Sharp, Wilfaen 
lofoe, and the Societj of the Fiiends, effected 
fbnr the honor, and if yre believe in a retribiitm 
providence, for the continuance. of tibie pros* 
peifitjr of the English nation, imperfeet^j as the 
intellectual and moral fficuKies of the people af 
large, are developed at present? What may art 
b^ effected, if the recent disooverj of thft 
neatts of educating nations (freed, howevei; 
from tb^ vile sophistications and mutilationaof 
ignorant mountebanks,) shall have be^Ei apjdied 
to its fuU extent ? Would I frame to myself tha 
most isspirating representation of future blis^ 
which my mind is capable of comprehending) 
it would he embodied td me in the idea of 
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BuL r^eoeiving, at some di^ant period, Ae 
appropriate reward of his eatttily iaboans, 
when thousands and ten thousands of gl<tfifltd 
spirit?) whose reason and cooscienee hpid, 
tiirQUgb his efforts, been unfolded, shall nng 
^e ^ng of their oku redemption, and pouring 
forth pcaisqps to God and to tb^ir Saviour, shaH 
repeat his " New name", in Heaven, gir# 
thfmks for his earthly virtues, as the chosen 
ia^tmipents of divine meccjr to themselves, and 
fiot seldom perhaps^ turn their eyes toward 
iim^ as from ttie soni to its image in thefoontain^ 
wtib secondary gratitude and the permitted 
utterance of a human love! Were but a hiAi« 
dred men to combine a deep conviction that 

• 

virtuous habits may be formed by the r^'ry 
meians by which knowledge is communicated, 
tis&at men may be made better, not only la 
consequence, but by the mode and in the prO' 
cess, of instruction : were but an hundr^ Qi#tt 
to combine that clear conviction of this, which 
I myself at this moment feel, even as I feel 
the certainty of my being, with the perseve- 
rance of a ClaRKSON or a BELt, the propuses of 
ancient prophecy would disclosei themselves to 
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ottr &ith, even as when a noble castle hidden 
from us by an intervening mist> discovers itseiC 
by its reflection in the tranquil lake, on the 
opposite shore of which we stand gazing. 
What an awful duty, what a nurse of all other, 
the fairest virtues, does not hope become ! We 
are bad ourselves, because we despair of the 
goodness of others. 

If then it be a truth, attested alike by com- 
mon feeling and common sense, that the greater 
part of human misery depends directly on 
human vices and the remainder indirectly, by 
what means can we act on men so as to remove 
or preclude these vices and purify their prin- 
ciple of moral election ? The question is not by 
what means each man is to alter his own cha- 
racter — ^in order to this, all the means prescribed 
and all the aidances given by religion, may 
b^ ^ecessipiry for him. Vain, of themselves 
may be, 



the sayings of the wise 



In ancient and in modem books inroUed 

Unless he feel within 

Some source of consolation from above 
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Beoret reteahinga, thai repair his ttraiigth 
And fuaiiqg spiriti uphold. 

Sampson Agk>nistes. 

r 

This is not the question. Virtue would not 
tie virtue, could it be given by one fellow- 
creature to . another. To make use of all the 
means and appliances in our power to the ac- 
tual attainment of Rectitude^ is the abstract 
of the Duty which we owe to ourselves: to 
supply those means as far as we can, com- 
prizes our Duty to others. The question then 
is, what are these means ? Can they be any 
other than the communication of knowledge, 
and the removal of those evils and impedi- 
ments which prevent its reception? It may 
not be in our power to combine both, but it is 

4 ■ 

in the power of every man to contribute to the 
former, who is sufficiently informed to feel 
that it is his duty. If it be said, that we 
should endeavour not so much to remove. ig- 
norance, as to make the ignorant religious: 
Religion herself, through her sacred oracles, 
answers for me, that all effective faith pre-sup- 
poses knowledge and individual conviction. 



If the mere acqdi&st^nce iti tiruHi, mtcompre- 
hended and unfathomed, were sufficient, few 
indeed would be the vicious and the miserable, 
in this country at least, where speculative in- 
fidelity is, lieaven be praised, confined to a 
small number. Like bodily deformity, t&ere 
is one instance here and another there ; bui 
three in one place are already an undue pro- 
portion, it is highly worth;^ of observation, 
that the inspired writings received by Chris-^ 
tians are distinguishable from all other boolcs 
pretending to inspiration, from the scripturei 
of the Bramins, and even from the Koran, in 
their strong and frequent recommendations of 
truth. I do not here mean veracity, which 
cannot bat be enforced in every code which 
appeals to the religious principle of man ; but 
knowledge. This is not only extolled as the 
crown and honor of a man, but to seek after 
it is again and again commanded us as one of 
our most sacred duties. Yea, the very per- 
fection and final bliss of the glorified spirit is 
represented by the Apostle as a plain aspect, or 
intuitive beholding of truth in its eternal anct 
immutable source. Not that knowledge can 
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^ HMt do EH! Tie ii^t of ntiBton Is mrf 
tbai df the moon, light without kedA; Ml 
11^^ is Its inanUik Ihait of the stove; iraroAi 
tv^ithoQt liglit; Sidigioa is the 6qq, whosd 
^llljKfll indeed wi^fcp, and stirs, and dotaale^ 
(iie Ide. of iittiare, -bdt wlio at ttie saine time 
bekcdds. edl -the growth of life with a rmasler^ 
^«» mtfkes dll objeUts gloiious on wbicfa be 
kmks, and by that ^lorjr visible to all ofters. 

But though luiow3ecige be not tlie only} 
yet that it is an ihdi^peosable and ^morit cflso^ 
taid agent in the direction of our actiohs, osd 
oonsidf^'atltin wiU convince us. It is an un*^ 
dttabted fhct^ of human nature, that the scSnso' 
of impossibility quisnciies all will. . S^se of 
utter inaptitude does the same. The man Sbhni» 
the b^utiful flame, whidh is eagerly gff^speA 
at by the inftliit. Th'e senSe bf a disproportion 
6f deftain after->harm to present graitification-^ 
I^roditees effects almost equally unifofin : thougH 
almost perishing with thirst, we shotild dash to 
the earth a goblet of wine in which we had 
iSeen a poison infused, though the poison were 
without taste or odour, or even added to the 
pleasures of both. Are not all our vices equally 
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inapt to ihe Tmivergal end of human actioBS, 
the satisfaction of the agent? Are not their 
pleasures equally disproportionate to the after 
harm? Yet many a maiden, who will not 
grasp at the fire, will yet purchase a wreath of 
diamonds at the price of her health, her honor, 
nay (and she herself knows it at the moment 
of her choice) at the sacrifice of her peace and 
happiness. The sot would reject the poisoned 
cup, yet the trembling hand with which he 
raises his daily or hourly draught to his lips, 
has not left him ignorant that this too is alto* 
gether a poison. I know, it will be objected, 
that the consequences foreseen are less imme- 
diate ; that they are diffused over a larger space 
of time ; and that the slave of vice hopes where 
no hope is. This, however, only removes the 
the question one step further : for why should 
the distance or diffusion of known consequences 
produce so great a difference ? Why are men 
the dupes of the present moment? Evidently 
because the conceptions are indistinct in the 
one case, and vivid in the other; because 
all confused conceptions render us restless; 
and because restlessness can drive us to vices 



177 

that prdmise no enjoymeht, no ilot' eyed the 
cessation of that restiesaiess. This is indeed 
the dread punishment attached by nature to. 
habitual vice, that its impulses wax as its mo-^ 
tives wane. No object^' not eveh the light of 
a solitary taper in ' thd £eir distance, tempts the 
benighted mind from before ; but' its own rest- 
lessness dogs it from behindy as with the iron 
goad of Destiny. What then is or can be tiie 
preventive, the remedy, the counteraction, but 
the habituation of the intellect to clear, dis- 
tinct, and adequate conceptions concerning all- 
things that are the possible objects of clear 
conception, and thus to reserve the deep feel- 
ings which belong, as by a natural right to 
those obscure ideas* that are necessary to' the 

* I have not elspressed myself as clearly as 1 could 
trisk. But the truth of the assertiou, that deep feel* 
ing has a tendency to combing with oltecare ideas, in pre* 
ference to distinct and clear notions, may be proved by 
the history of Fanatics and Fanaticism in all ages and 
countries. The odinm theologicum is even proverbial : 
and it is the common complaint of Philosophers and 
philosophic Historians, that the passions of the disputants 
are commonly violent in proportion to the subtlety atid 
obscuriiy of the qnestions in dispute. Nor is this fact 

Vol. I. N 
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Jfiiorai perfection of the human being, notwitb- 
fltonding, yea, even in consequence, ^f their, 
dbscurity— 4o reserve these feelings, I repeat, 
for objects, which their verj sublimity renders 
ind^ite, ho less than their ind^niteness renders 
them sublime : namely, to the Ideas of Being, 
Form, Life, the Reason, the Law of Conscience, 
Freedom, Immortality, God! To connect with 
the objects of our senses the obscure notion^ and 
consequent vivid feelings, which are due only 
to immaterial and permanent things, is profa* 
nation relativdy to the heart, aiftl superstition 
in the understanding. It is in this sense, that 
Ae philosophic Apostle calls Covetousness 
Idolatry. Could we emancipate ottrselves from 
Ae bedimming' influences of custom, and the 
transforming witchcraft of early associations, 
' we should see as numerous tribes of Peiish" 
Worshippers in the streets of London and 
Paris, as we hear of on the coasts of Africa. 

eoiifined to professional theologians : for whole naiiont 
lu^ve dispbyed the same agitations, and have sacrificed 
liatipnal policy to the more powerful interest of a coin 
troverted obscurity* 



ESSAY XV. 



»r»»^»»i»#iy 



A palace when His that whiiih it ihonld b« 
Leaves growing, and stands such, or else decays ^ 
With him who dwells there, ^iis not so : for he 
Should itllL urge upward, and bis fortune raise. 

Our hoctiee had their morning, have their noon^ 
And shall not better^^-the next change is night; 
But their fair larger guest, t^whom sun and mooQ 
Are sparks and ebort-lived, claims finother right* 

The noble soul by age grows lustier^ 
Her appetite and |ier digestton mend^ 
We must not starve nor hope to pamper her 
With woman's milk and pap unto the end. 

Provide you manlier diet ! Donne. 



i»^^<r<i#»»»>»i»#i»»»^» 



' X am fully aware, that wiiat I am writing 
Andbaye written (in these latter Esgays at least) 
Mil expose me to the censure of some, as he^ 
^ildering myselfand readers with Metaphysio^) 

n8 
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to the ridicule of others as a school-boy de- 
claimer on old and worn-out truisms or exploded 
fancies ; and to the objection of most as obscure, 
l^he last real or supposed defect has already 
received an answer both in the preceding 
Numbers, and in page S4 bf the Appendix to 
the Author's First Laj-Sermon, entitled TfiB 
Statesman's Manual. , Of the two former, 
I shall take the present opportunity of declariog 
my sentiments : • especially as I have already re- 
ceived a hint that my '^ idol, Milton, has repre 
sented Metaphysics as the subjects which the bad 
spirits in hell delight in discussing." And truly, if 
I had exerted my subtlety and invention in per- 
suading myself and others that we are but living 
machines, and that (as one of the late followers 
of Hobbes and Hartley has expressed the system) 
the assassin and his dagger are equally fit ob- 
jects of moral esteem and abhorrence ; or if 
with a writer of wider influence and higher 
authority, I had reduced all virtue to a selfish 
prudence eked out by superstition, (for assu- 
redly, a creed which takes its central point in 
conscious selfishness, whatever be the forms or 
names that act on the selfish passion, a ghost 
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4>T a constable, ban have but a distant relation- 
ship to that religion, which places its essence in 
our loving our neighbour as ourselves, and God 
above all) J know not, bj what arguments I 
oould repel the sarcasm. But what are my 
metaphysics? merely the referring of the mind to 
its own consciousness for truths indispensable 
to its own happiness ! To what purposes do I^ 
or am I about to employ them? To perplex 
our clearest notions and living moral instincts ? 
To deaden the feelings of will and free power, 
to extinguish the light of love and of conscience^ 
to make myself and others worthless, sool-less^ 
God-less? No! to expose the folly and the 
legerdemain of those who have thus abused 
the blessed machine of language ; to support 
all old and venerable truths ; and by them to 
support, to kindle, to project the spnrit; to 
make the reason spread light over our feelings, 
to make our feelings, with their vital warmth, 
actualize our reason :-^these are my objects, 
these are my subjects, and are these the meta* 
physics which the bad spirits in hell delight in? 
But how shall I avert the scorn of thosd 
mtics who laugh at the oldness of my topics, 
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%vil and G«od, Necessit j and Avbitrement, Im^ 
mortalitjand the Ultimate Aim? By wkat sbali 
I regain their favour? My themes must be 
neWf a French constitution ; a balloon ; a change 
of ministry ; a fresh batch of kings on the Con* 
tinent^ or of peers in our happier island; or 
who had the best of it of two pariiamentary 
gladiators, and whose speech, on the subject of 
Cufope bleeding at a thousand wounds, or our 
0wn<H3untry struggling for herself and all human 
naturei was cheered by the greatest number of 
laughs 9 loud Imighs^ and very loud laughs i 
(^idh, carefully marked by italics, form most 
conspictious and strange parentheses in thenews* 
paper reports.) Or if I must be philosophical, the 
last chemical discoveries, provided I do not 
trouble my reader with the principle which 
gives them their highest interest,- and the cha- 
racter of intellectual grandeur to the dis- 
coverer ; or the last shower of stones, and that 
ibej were supposed, by certain philosophers, 
to have been projected from some Volcano ia 
the moon, taking care, however, not to ad4 
Any of the cramp reasons for this opinion! 
<Something new, however, it must be, quite new 
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and quite oat of Uiemseives! for wliatever it 
wifliin &em» whatever {$ deep within them, 
must be iHS old as the first dawn of human 
reason. But to find no contradiction in the 
union of old and new, to contemplate the 
ASCIBNT OF DAT6 with fedings as fresh, as if 
they then sprang forth at his own fiat, this 
characterizes the minds that feel the riddle of 
the world, and may hdp to unravel it! To carry 
on the feelings of childhood into the powers of 
manhood, to combine the child's sense of wonr 
der and novelty with the appearances which 
every day for perhaps forty years had rendered 
familiar. 



With Son and Moon and Stars tfaronghont the year, 
And Man and Woma n 



this is the character and privil^0 of genius, 
and one of the marks which distinguish 
genius from talents. And so to represent fa- 
miliar objects as to awaken the minds of others 
to a like freshness of sensation concerning them 
(that constant accompaniment of mental, no 
less than of bodily, convalescence) — to the same 



modest questioning . of a self-discovered an4 
inteUigeot ignorance, which, like the deep and 
ina^sy foundations of a Roman bridge, forms 
half of the whole structure {prxulms interrogatio. 
dimtdium acienlicBy says I^ord Bacon^r— this is 
the prime merit of genius, and its most oner 
quivocal mode of manifestation. Who has not^ 
a. thousand times, seen it snow upon water? 
whp h^as has not seen it with a new feeling; 
since, he has read Bum's comparison of s^dsutyi 
pleasure, i 

To pnow that falls upon a river, , 

A moment white—then gone for ever ! 

In philosophy equally, as in poetry, genius 
produces the strongest impressions of novelty, 
while it rescues the stalest and most admitted 
truths from the impotence caused by the very 
circumstance of their universal admission. Ex- 
tremes meet — a proverb, by the bye, to collect 
and explain all the instances and exemplifications 
of which, would constitute and exhaust all 
philosophy. Truths, of all others the most 
awful and mysterious^ yet being at the same 



time of universal interest, are too often 6bn* 
sldi^red as so true that they lose all the powers 
of truth, and lie bed-ridden in the dormitory 
of th^ soul, side by side with the most despised 
aad exploded errors. 

But as the class of critics, whose contempt I 
have anticipated, commonly consider them- 
selves as men of the world, instead of hazard* 
ing additional sneers by appealing to the aut 
thorities of recluse philosophers, (for such in 
spite of all history, the men who have distin^^ 
guished themselves by profound thought, are 
generally deemed, from Plato and Aristotle to 
TuUy, and from Bacon to Berkeley) I will ie* 
fer them to the Darling of the polished Court 
of Augustus, to the man, whose works have 
been in all ages deemed the models of good 
sense, and are still the pocket-companion of 
those who pride themselves on uniting the 
scholar with the gentleman. This accom- 
plished man of the world has given us an ac- 
count of the subjects of conversation between 
himself and the illustrious statesmen who go- 
verned, and the brightest luminaries who thea 
adorned the empire of the civilized world : 
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Bermo orititriiion 4^ vittit dmiiiku99B 
Ne^^mttU^neenelej^iuHiliMm 8edp»odwMgi9admB9, 
JPeriinetn et neicire malum est^ agitmnuM : fUrmmme 
Divitiii haminetj an tint virMe heaiit 
XU quo ait natura boni ? aummumque quid eius f 

HoRAT. Serm. L. II. Sat. 6. r. 78.* 

- Berkeley indeed asserts, and is supported in 
his assertion by the great statesmen, Lord 
Bacon and Sir Walter Raleigh, that without an 
habitaal interest in these subjects, a man may 
be a dexterous intriguer, but never can be a 
statesman. Would to Heaven that the verdict 
to be passed on my labours depended on those 
who least needed them ! The water lilly in the 
midst of waters lifts up its broad leaves, and 
expands its petals at the first pattering of the 
ifaower, imd rejoices in the rain with a quicker 

• * (IdUral Tr4KMUiUim^) Conversatioa ftrisegnoteoii* 
cernioig the eonntry seati or families of stnuigerB, nor 
whether the danciDg hare performed well or ill. Bat we 
disca4Mi what more nearly concerns us, and which it is an 
evil not to know : whether men are made happy hy riches 
or by virtue ? And in what consists the nature of good ? 
and what is the ultimate or supreme good ? (i, e. ike Swn" 
mum B^num.) v 
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i^^pathy, than th^ parched shrub in the sandy 
desart 

God created man in his own image. To be 
the image of his own eternity created he man I 
Of eternity and self-existence what other like* 
ness is possible in a finite being, but immortality 
and moral self-determination! In addition to 
sensation, perception, and practical judgment 
(instinctive or acquirable) concerning the no^ 
tices furnished by the organs of perception, all 
Which in kind at least, the dog possesses id 
common with his master ; in addition to these, 
God gave us reason, and with reason he gave 
us reflective selp-consciousness ; gave us 
PRINCIPLES, distinguished from the maxims and 
generalizations of outward experience by their 
absolute and essential universality and neces- 
sity ; and above all, by superadding to reasoif 
the mysterious Cetculty of free-will 4ind conse^ 
quent personal amenability, he gave us cov^ 
8CiENCfi--^that law of conscience, which in the 
power, and as the ind\!^elling word, of an holy 
and omnipotent legislator commands us — ^from 
among the numerous ideas mathematical a)nd 
philosophical, which the reason by the neces* 
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niij of its otvti.€Xcellence crates for it^If, un^ 
conditionally commands us attribute reality^ 
an(} actual existence^ to those ideas and to those 
only, without which the conscience itself would 
be baseless and contradictory, to the ideas of 
Soul, of Free-will, of Immortality, and of God! 
. To God, as the reality of the conscience and 
the source of all obligation ; to Free-will, as the 
power of the human being to maintain the obe- 
dience, which God through the conscience has 
commanded, against all the might of nature; 
and tq the Immortality of the Soul, as a state 
in which the weal and woe of mem shall be 
proportioned to his moral worth. 
With this faith i^ll nature, 

a ll the mighty world 



Of eye and ea r 

t)resents itself to us, now as the aggregated 
material of duty, and now as a yision of the 
Most High revealing to us the mode, and time, 
and particular instance of applying and reali* 
zing that universal rule, pre-established in the 
heart of our reason I 

^' The displeasure of some Readers may> 
p^fhaps, ""be incurred by my having surprised 



th^m into eertaia^eflections and inquiries, for 
which they have no curiosity. But perhaps 
8ome others may be pleased to find themselves 
carried into ancient time^, even though they 
should consider the hoary maxims, defended 
in these Essays, barely as fiTint^ to awaken and 
exercise the inquisitive Reader, on points not 
beneath the attention of the ablest men. Those 
great men, Pythagoras, Plato, and Aristotle, 
men the most consummifcte in politics, who 

■ 

founded states, or instructed princes, or wrote 
most accurately on public government, were at 
the same time the most acute at all abstracted 
and sublime speculations: the clearest light 
being ever necessary to guide the most im* 
portant actions, ^nd whatever the worlds he 
i»ho hath not much m^itated upon God, the 
Human Mindy and the Summum Bonum^ may' 
po%8ibly mak^ a thrimng Earthrwormy but 
will most indubitably make a blundering 
Patriot and a sorry statesman,^ > 

Sims, §350.- 
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Blind is that bouI wbieh from this truth can swerve, 
Ko state stands sare, bat cm the grounds of rigfatti 
Oi virtue, knowledge ; jadgmoit to preserve, 
. And all the |)ow'rs of leamiBf requisite? 
Though other shifts a preset tarn i^ay serve, 
Yet in the trial they will wei|^h too light, 

Daniei.. 

' ) . . • 

I isarnestlj entreat the reader not to be dii* 
satisfied either with himself or with the anther, 
if he should not at once understand every part 
et the preceding Number ; bnt rather to con* 
j^ider it as a mere anntmcia^oa of a magnificent 
theme, the different parts of which are to be 
demonstrated and d^vtioped, explained, illa$» 
trated^ and ^exemplified in the progress of the 
work. I likewise entreat him to peruse with 
attention and with candour, the weighty ex* 
tract from the judicious Hooker, prefixed 9^ 
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the mottd to a follpwing Number of tlie FHendl 
In works of reasoniiig, as distingaiMhed from 
narration of events or statanaits of facts ; but 
more pltrticQlarly in works, the object of which 
is- to mfike as' better acquainted with our owtf 
ftature, a writer, whose meaning is everywhere 
comprehended as quickly as his sentences cail 
be read, may indeed have product an anil* 
sitig composition^ nay, by awakening ^and ftf* 
enlivening our recollections, h usefot one i bitt 
most assuredly h6 will not bavd added either la 
the stock of our knowledge, or to. the vigour 
of our intellect For how can We gtthet 
^rength, but by exercise? How can a truth, 
new to us^ be made our owa without examina- 
tion ahd Self-questioning — any new truth, I 
mean, that relates to the properties of the mind, 
and its various faculties and affections! But 
whatever demands effort, requires time, Igno« 
ranee seldom vaiUts into kdowledge, but passes 
into it through an intermediate state of obscu- 
tity, even as night into day through twilight. 
All speculative Truths begin with a Postulate, 
even the Truths of Geometry. They al{ sup- 
pose an act of the Will ; for in the moral being 
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U^ Ihk itbiirce of the intellectual. The tat 
ttep to knowledge, or rather the previons con- 
dition of all insight into truth, is to dare com- 
mune with our veiry and permanent self. It is^ 
Warbarton's remark, not the Friend's, that 
'^ of all literary exercitations^ whether designed 
for the use or entertainnieiit of the world, there 
awsone of so much importance^ or so imme- 
cBttdj. our concern, as those which let us into 
Hbtl knowledge of our own nature. Others 
niBLj exercise the understandiiig or amuse the 
tmagination ; but these only can improve the 
heart and form the human mind to wisdom.^ > 

The recluse Hermit off times mor6 d<ith know 
Of the world^s inmost whisels, than worldlings eatt. 
A» Man is of the World, theHeart of Man ■ 
Is an Epitome of Grod^s great Book 
Of Creatures, and Men need no farther look. 

boNNB. 

The higher a man's station, the more arduous 
and full of peril his duties, the more compre- 
hensive should his Foresight be, the more rooted 
his tranquillity concerning Life and Death. 
But these are gifts which no experience can 
bestow, . but the experience fro^n within : and 
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Ih^reis a nobleness of the whole personal he* 
iag, to which the contemplation of all ev^iits 
and phenomena in the Light of the three 
Master Ideas, announced in the foregbing 
pages,' can alone elevate the spirit.- Anifna 
sapiens^ (says Giordano Bruno, and let the 
sublime piety of the passage excuse some in- 
termixture of error, or rather let the woirds^ 'ti 
they well may, be interpreted in a safe seDse) 
Anima sapiens non^'timet mortem; iwnmo. tn? 
terdum illam tUtrbdppetity UliuUro odcutf'it* 
Manet qutppe st^stanttam omnem pro Dura* 
time Etemitas, pro Loco ImmensUaSy pr^ 
Actu Omniformitas. Non levem igitur a'e 
futileniy atqui gravissimam perfectoqtie Ho'^ 
mine dignissimam Contemplationis farlem 
persequimur ubi divinitatis, naturceque splen' 
dorewiy fusionem, et communicationem^ non in 
CibOy PotUy et ignobiliore qtiadafn jnateria 
cum attonitorum seculo perquirimus ; s^ in 
augustdOmnipotentis Regiaj immenso ceth^s, 
spacioy in infinita natuns gemime omnid 
fientis et onmia facientis potential unde tot 
ustrorumy mundorum inquam et nurhinuniy 
uni altissimo concinentium atque saltantium 
Vql, I. o 
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abegue nwfwro atque fine fusta propotittik 
ubiquefifie^atque ordine9y oomiemplamur. 8ie 
«jp ^iMUium mtemoy immeneo et ifwufnera* 
an effectUy sempitema immenaa ilia Majedoi 
^$tque bonitM inidteeta conaptciturj protfiH 
9ua digniiate it^numerahiUum Deorum (man' 
dormm dieq) adsivtmU^j condn^iay €t gh^ 
rimf ip9iuB enmrratioMj immo ad ocuIob es* 
|M»fO Mfioiona glor(ficaiur. Cm Imnm^ 
mmmim mh quadrabit Domieilium atque 
Wmupkun^-'-ad cygw Mittfestatis plenitudimm 
mgmmcmuiam atpm percolsndam^ numerahi' 
Hum mnumtorum nuUtss es9et ordo. Eia 
ijgitur ad onmifwim^ Dei omniformem^ Imagi* 
nem conjecUmw oeulosj vivum ^t r^agnvm, 
Uliua admiremar sinmLacrum I^-^Hina nUra' 
eulum magnum a Trismegisto appeUtAatur^ 
SomOy qui in Deum tranaeat quasi ipse sU 
DeuSj qui conafur omnia fieri eicut Deuswt 
0mnia ; ad ohjectum sine fine^ ubique tamen 
fimiendoj cantendii, sicui i$^ituM eet Dpttf 
immensuSf ubique txxtua** 

* TremsMimk. — ^A wise t pirit does not fear defttli, nay, 
lomctimefl (aa in cases qf voluntarff martyrdom) s^elv 

and goes forth to meet it, of its own accord. For tbere 



195 
If thii ba f9g$Mded M tte fancies of ati: 

deem themaelves most free, 
Whoi thegr Within this giw mod FitiUe sphere 
Cfaaui 4afwm Um wtefed loiil, eeoAfeiK aseent, 
Pvoad in their laeww ivw^ . ■ i 

by such as pronounce every man out of his' 
9en9€9 who has not last his reason; even such. 

awaits all actual beings, for duration y^^ eternity, tor 
plaqp immensity, for action omniformiiy. . We pursue,^ 
therefore, a species of contemplation not light or futile,' 
bat iht weightiest and most worthy of an accomplished 
num. while we examine and seek for the splendor, the in* 
terfnsion, and communication of the Divinity and of Na- 
tare, not in meats or drink, or any yet ignobler matter, 
with the race of the thunder-stricken ; bat in the august 
p&laee of the Omnipotent, in the illimitable etherial 
space, in the infinite power, that creates all things, and 
is the abiding being of all things. 

There we mi^ contemplate the Host of Stars,' of 
Worlds and their guardian Deities, numbers without 
number, eadi in its appointed sphere, singing together, 
and dancing in adoration of the One Most High. Thus 
from the perpetual, immense, and innumerable goings 
on of the yisible world, thai sempiternal and absolutely 
uifiiiiie Majesty is intellecturily beheld, and is glorified 
aceor^Kng to bis glory, by the attendance and choral 

o2 
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men may find some weight in the historical fact 
that from persons, who had previously strength- 
ened their intellects and feelings by the con" 

sympboniefl' of innnmerable gods, who utt^r forth the 
glory of their ineffable Creator in'the exprecsiv^ laognige 
of Vision! To Hlir illimitable, a limited temple viil not 
eorretpond-^to ihe acknowledgment and dne worship of 
thcTtehtitade of hU Maje(rty there would be no propoC'' 
Hon in any linmerable army of mitiiftrant spirits. Let' 
US then cast our eyes upon the omniform image of the 
Attributes of the all-creating Supreme, nor admit any 
representationof his Excellency but the living tJiiiversd^ 
which he has created! — ^Thence was man entitled fiy 
Trismegistus, ^ the great Miracle,^* inasmuch as he has 
been made capable of entering into union with God, as 
if he were himself a divine nature ; tries to become all 
ihiiis, even as in God all things aare ; and in limitleis 
progression of limited States of Being, urges onward to 
the ultimate aim, even as £rod is simultaneously infinite^ 
andrcvery where All ! 

In the last volume Of the work, anUotinced and its 
natttlre and objects explained, at the close of the present, 
I purpose, to give an account of the life of Giordano 
Bruno, the friend of Sir Philip Sidney, who was burnt 
under pretence' of Atheism, 'at Rome, in the year 1600; 
and of his works, which are perhaps the scarcest books 
ever printed. They are singularly interesting as pop 
traits of a vigorous mind struggling after truth, iuni^ 
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templation of Principles— -Principles, the ac- 
tion^ correspimdent to which involve one half 
of their Consequences, by their ennobling in« 
'fiuence on the agent^s own soul, and have 
omnipotence, as the pledge for the reinainder—*- 
:we have derived the surest and most general 
maxima ofprudenee.' Of high value are thejr 
all. Yet there- is one among them' woirth all 
.the rest, which in the fullest and primary sense 
of the word is, indeed^ the Mcucim^ (i. e. the 

Maximum) of human Prudence ; and of which 

* 

many prejadioes, which from the state of the Romaa 
.Chureh, in which he was bom, have i| claim to mtich. 
indnlgenee. Ope of them .(entitled Ember Week) im 
carions for its lively accounts of the rude state of JjOjpdoti, 
at that time, both as to the streets and the mapners of 
the citizens. The most industrious Historians of specuv 
lative Philosophy, have not been able to procure more 
ihtOM a few of his works. Accidentally I have been more 
fortunate in this respect, ^haa those who^ have writte|i 
liitherto on the unhappy Philosopher qf Noia: as. out 
pf eleven works, the titles of which are preserved to us, 
J have had an opportunity of perusing six. I was told, 
when in Germany, that there is a completis collection of 
ihein in the Royal Library at Copeohag^n/ If so, H if 
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GUstbty itMf in aU that makes ft most worOi 
ikhidjingy is one continued ebflunent and ex- 
emplificatioD. It is this: that there is a' Wisdom 
higher than Prudence, to which Prudence 
stands in the same relation as the Mason and 
Carpenter to the genial and scientific Ardiitect: 
and from the habits of thinking and feeling}^ 
that in this Wisdom had their first formation^ 
our Ndsons and Wellingtons inherit that ^^ 
rious hardihood, which completes the uBde^ 
taking, &ce tb^ contemptuous calculator (who 
has left nothing omitted in his scheme of pro« 
ibabitities, except the might of the human mind) 
jtas finished his pretended proof of its impos- 
•sihility. You look to ' Facts and profess to 
take Experience for your guide. Well! I too 
appeal to Experience : and let Fctcta be the 
iordeal of mj/'position ! Therefore, although I 
Jiare in this and the preceding Numbers quoted 
more frequently and copiously than I shftll 
permit myself to do in future, I owe it to the 
cause I am pleading, not to deny myself the 
gratification of supporting this connection of 
practical heroism with previous habits of phi- 
losophic thought, by a singularly appropriiits 
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paMUfe from hxt- author wlMNie works can be 
eaUed rare only firom their being, I fear^ rarely 
read, hower^ ooiamoaly talked of; It is the 
instance of XeaoftuQu as stated hy Lord Bacon, 
who would biinself furnish an '^ equal instahee, 
if there conld be fbitud an equal commentatort 
'< It is of Xeaoj^KHi the Philosopher, who 
weat from Soerates's School into Asia, in the 
Bjy^itiOn of Cyrus the younger, against 
King; Artaxerxes, This Xenophon, at that 
timey was yery young, and never had seen the 
wars> befoite ; neither had any command in the 
army, but only followed the war as a volun* 
teer^ for the love and conversation of Proxaausy 
his frited. He was present w ben Falinud came 
in message from the great Kmg to the Gre- 
eiani^ after that Cyras was slain in the Fietd^ 
Mid they,4^ handful of men, left to theanelvea 
in the midst of the King's territories^ cut off 
from their country by many navigable rivers^ 
and many hundred miles. The message im- 
ported, that they should deliver up their arms 
and subinit themselves to the King's mercy. 
To which message, before answer was made, 
divejrs of the anjiy cotofeired familiarly, with 
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Falifiiut, and amongst the rest Xenophon faap« 
pened to say: Why, Falinusl^we have now- 
But these two things left, our arms and our 
Tirtue ; and if we yield up our arms, how shall 
we make use of our virtue ? Whereto Falinils^' 
smiling on him, said, ^ If I be not deceived. 
Young Gentleman, you are an Athenian, and 
I believe, you study Philosophy, and it ii^ 
pretty that you say ; but you are much abuf^, 
if you think your virtue can withstand the 
King's power/ Here was the scorn : the won- 
der followed — which was, that this young' 
Scholar or Philosopher, after all the Captaiiis: 
were murdered in parly, by treason, con- 
ducted those ten thousand foot through the 
heart of all the king's high countries from Ba- 
bylon to Grecia, in safety, in despight of aH 
the king's forces, to the astonishment of the 
world, and the encouragement of the Gre- 
cians, in times succeeding, to make invasion 
upon the kings of Persia; as was after pur*^ 
posed by Jason the Thessalian, attempted by 
Agesilaus the Spartan, and atchieved by Alex^ 
ander the Macedonian, nil upon the ground of 
the act <f that young Scholar J"^ - 
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Xitten have I reflected with awe on the great 
and disfproportionate power, which an indivi* 
dual of no extraordinary talents.or attainments 
may exert, by merely throwing ofiF all restramt 
of conscience. What then must not be the 
power, where an individual, of consummate 
wickedness, can organize into the unity and 
rapidity of an individual will all the natural 
and artificial forces of a populous and wicked 
nation ? And could we bring within the field 
of imagination, the devastation effected in. the 
moral world, by the violent removal of old 
xsustoms, fapdiliar sympathies, willing reveren- 
ces, and habits of subordination almost natur 
ralized into instinct; of the mild influences of 
reputation, and the other ordinary props and 
aidahces of otir infirm virtue, or at least, if vir- 
tue be. too high a name, of our well-doing ; and 
above all, if we could give form and body tx> 
joil the effects produced on the principles and 
dispositions of nations by the infectious feel- 
ings of insecurity, and the soul-sickening sense 
of unsteadiness in the whole edifice of civil 
isociety ; the horrors of battle, though the mii- 
^eries of a. whole war were brought together 



bdbre our ejrei in one diMil(roa» field, would 
present Inif a tuae tf^gedy in eompeiiioii. 
Hmyf it wooU «Ten present a sight of eomfoit 
Imd of eleration, if this field of ewnage ytm 
ihe sign and leult of a national lesolve, of a 
gueral wiil^ so to die, fbat nciitb^ deluge nor 
lire diouid take awaj tbe name of CkHJ»TR¥ 
from their graces, mtiMTtban to teead thesam^ 
elods of earth, no km^ a cotwtr j^^ and them^ 
selres alive in niature, biit dead in in&my* 
What is Greece at Ihis present moBMavt? It is 
the CODKTRT of the Heroes from Codras to 
Philopsemen ; and so it would be, thov^ sH 
the sands of Africa shonld cover ita com fidds 
and olive gardens, and nOt a flower were kft 
on Hymettus for a bee to mnrmtir in. 

If then the power witti whidt widcedflcsi 
can invest the human betag be ihus treftM* 
dous, greattydoes it behove us to enquire into 
its source and canses. So doing we sbaB 
quickly discover &at it is not vice, as rk^ 
which is thus mightj; but systematic vis^^' 
Vice self-consistent and en^el ; 6nme cm*" 
spomiHng to crime; viBainy entrenched bsA 
barricadoed by vSteiny ; this is the eonditioo 



and iaain hfiiwwfawipt of Ha powen Tbeabaa* 
donflKBt of all principle of right csablsf the 
soul to chose and act upon a principle of 
wrong, and to subordmate to this one prin« 
ciple all the various vices of human nature. 
For it is a mournful truth, that as devastation 
is ineoraparablf^ an easier work than produc- 
tion» ao may all its means and instruments be 
more easily arranged into a scheme and sys- 
tern* Even as in a aiege every building and 
garden, which the faithful governor must de« 
ytrojj as impeding the defensive means of the 
garrison, or fumidiing means of ofence to the 
besieger, oeea»ons a wound in feelings which 
virtue herself has fostered : and virtue, be- 
cause it is virtue, loses p^force part of her 
enefgy in ^he reluctance with which she pro« 
ee^s to a business so repugnant to her wishes, 
as a choice of evils. But He, who has once said 
with his ^ole heart, Evil, be thou my Good ! 
has removed a world of obstacles by the very 
decision, that he will have no obstacles but 
those of force and iM-ute matter. The road of 
Jtistiee 

^ Curves round the corn-field and the bill of yinei 
^ fioDottriog the holy bound* of propt rty ! 



But the path of the lighteamg is straight: 
and straight the fearful path '• 

^ Of the cannon-ball. Direct it flies and rapid 
^ Shattering that it may reach, and ghatfring what it 
reaches." • 

flappilj for mankind, however, the obstacles 
which a consistently evil mind no longer finds in 
itsdf, it finds in its own unsuitableness to human 
nature. A limit is fixed to its power: but within 
that limit, both as to the extent and duration of 
its influence, there is little hope of checking its 

career, if giant and united vices are opposed only 

< • ^ . . * • 

b J mixed and scattered virtues : and those too, 

• Wallbkstein, from Schiller, by S. T. Coleridge. 
I return mf thanks to the unknown Author of Waverly, 
Gay Mannaring) ^c. for hayidl; quoted thia frto Tno^ 
lation from Schiller^a best (and #Aer^«re most neglected) 
Drama with applause : and am not ashamed to ava^> 
that I have derived a peculiar gratification, that the fint 
men of our age have united in giving no ordinary praise 
to a work, which our anonymous critics were equally 
nnanimouif in abnsing as beiow aU' eritieiim: though 
they charitably added, that the fault was, doubtleoB^ 
chiefly if not wholly, in the Translator's duUuess and 
incapacity. 
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pt6hihlyy from the want of somd tombimii^ 
pRiireiPLEy . which assigns to each its due 
)>lace and rank, hi civil war witii themselves, 
or at best perple^ciiig and coimteractizig each 
bther. In our late agony of glory and of peril; 
did we not too often hear even good m^n de- 
claiming on the horrors and- crimes of war, and 
softening^or staggering the mmds of their bre« 
thren by details of individual wfetehedness ? 
Thus under, pretence of avoiding blood, they 
were withdrawing the will from the deface of 
fte very source of those blessings without which 
the blood would flow idly in our veins !< thus lest 
a few should fall on the bulwarks in glory, they 
were preparing us to give up the whole ^tate to 
baseness, and the children of free ancestors t6 
become slaves, and the fathers of slaves! 

Machiavelli has W^l observied, *^Sono di 
ire generazione Cervelli: I'urio intende per 
se ; I ^aUro intende quanto da aUri^i e moa" 
tro ; U terzo rvbn • intende n6 ptr se stess6 
ne per demostrazione d ^aUH.'* " There are 
brains of three races. The one understands of 
itself; the second understands as much ai^ is 
^^hewn it by others ; the third neither under- 



stands of ita^nor trhat k abewa it by {»tii^^ 
t should hare no hesitation in placmg thst 
inan in the thifd Clasa of Brains, for whom the 
History of the last tweity years has not snp^ 
plied a copious coniai€»i on tiie preceding 
Text ^ The widest maxims of prudence are 
' like arms without heartsi diqoined frcnn those 
feelings which flow forth firom prindpk as 
from a fountain. So litQ^ are even jthe ge* 
nuine^i^iaxtms of ejqpedience likely to be per* 
ceived or acted upon by those who have ben 
habituated to admit no&ing hifi^i^ than exi 
pedi^iee, that I d^r^ haMrd the asserfkHs, thai 
in the whole Chapter-of*Cont^nts of Euiopesa 
Ruin, every article might be unaBSwemUy de^ 
duced from the neglect of some maxim that 
had been repeatedly laid d4wn» demoiHti«t8d» 
and enfopcM with a host of illustFatiott^.in 
some one or other of the the w^orks of Macfaiai^ 
velli. Bacon, or Harrington.* Indeed,! can 
rememher no one event of importance! whieh 
was not distinefly foretrid, and this not by a 
Ittoky ptim drawn amo^^ a. thiHiniinl Utths 

* See Ths^ STATBsati^ii^s MJUvmLt « lAj'Stfimemf 
by the Aatlior* 
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out of the lottery wheel of conjeetnre^ bat legi** 
ttflUKtelj deduced v cerlaia c<»iseqaeiieei from 
«itablished premises. U would be a melao* 
eholy, bat a very profitable employmeat, fot 
tome Tigorotts Ibind, iatimatefy acqaaiated 
with the repent Historj of Eaiope, to collect 
the weigfalieit Aphorismft of Machiavelli alone, 
aad illiHtrating by appropriate facts the lureacb 
or obsenration of each, to render lew myste^ 
rioas the present triamph of lawless violence. 
The apt motto to such a work would be»-^ 
^ The Children of Darkness are wiser in their 
Generation than the Children of Light" 

So grievouidy, indeed, have men been de-> 
ceived by the showy mock theories of un« 
learned mock thinkers, that there seems a tesH 
deacy in the public mind to ahan all thoogfat, 
and to expect help frpm. any quarter rather 
than from seriousness and reflection: as if 
som^invisibte powejr would think for us, wheD 
we gave up the pretence of thmking for our* 
selves^ But in the firiEt place, did thoae, who 
opposed the theories of imiovatots, cqi^LbcI 
their untheoretic opposition with more wisdom 
or to a happier t^sult? And secondly, are 



sbci^tied'npw constructed on principles' so few. 

and so simple, that we could, even IT we widied 

it, ftctas it were by ihatincty like ourdi^tanf 

Forefathers in the infancy of States? Donbt-^ 

less, to act is nobler than to think : but as, the 

old man doth not become a child by means of 

his second childishness,' as little can a nation 

exempt itself from the necessity of thinkibg, 

which has once learnt to thinkt Miserable was 

the delusion of the late mad Realizer of mad 

Dreams, in his belief that he, should ultizsiaiely 

• succeed in transforming the nations of Eufq)^ 

' into the unreasoning hordes of a Babylpniaii 

or Tartar Empire, or e?en in reducing the age 

to the simplicity, , (so desirable for tyrants) ot 

those times, when the sword and the plougb 

were the sole implements of human skill. Those 

are epochs in the history of a people which hav-. 

ing been can never more recur. Extirpate all 

civilization and all its arts by the sword, trampte 

down all antient Institutions, Rights, Distinct 

tions, and Privileges, drag, us backward to om 

old Barbarism, as beasts to the den of Cacus— . 

deetned you that thus you could re-create the 

unexamining and boisterous youth of the world; 
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ifhen the sole <jtiestioii8 were — '^What is f<^ 
be conquered ? and who is the most famoua 
leader r 

, In an age in which artificial knowledge, is 
received almost at the birth, intellect) and 
thought alone can be our upholder and judgei 
Let the importance of this Truth procure par« 
don for its rejpetition. Only by means of se-« 
riottsness and meditation and the free infliction: 
of censure in the spirit of love, can the tru^ 
philanthropist of the present time, curb-in him* 
self and his con(;emporaries ; only by thesQ 
can he aid in preventing the evils whicll 
threaten us, not from the terrors of an enemy 
80 much as from our fears of our own thoughts^ 
and our aversion to all the toils of reflection. 2 
For all must now be taught in sport — Science^ 
Morality, yea. Religion itself. And yet few. 
now sport from the actual impulse of a be^ 
lieving fancy and in a happy delusion. Of 
the most influensive class, at least, of our lite* 
mry guides, (the anonymous authors of our 
periodical publications) the most part assume 
this character from cowardice or malice, till 
having b^un with studied ignorance and a 
Vou I. p 
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premiditated leyitj, they at length realise the 
lie, aad end indeed in a pitiable destitutioB of 
all intellectual power. 

To many I shall appear to speak insolently, 
liecause the public, (for that is the phiasc 
which has succeeded to '' The Town," of the 
wits of the reign of Charles the SeGond)-'{he 
public is at present accustomed to find itseU 
appealed to as the infollible Judge, and eack 
reader complimented with excellencies, which 
tf he really possessed, to what purpose is he t 
reader, unless, perhaps, to remind himself of 
bis own superiority! I confess that I think 
Widely different. I have not a deeper con- 
yiction on earth, than that the principles both 
of Taste, Morals, and Religion, which are 
taught in the commonest books of recent 
composition, are false, injurious, and debasing. 
If these sentiments should be just, the conse- 
^uences must be Ho important, that every weii* 
educated man, who professes them in sincerityr 
deserves a patient hearing. He may fairly ap 
peal even to those whose persuasions are aoflt 
opposed to his own, in the words of the Phi- 
losopher of Nola: " Ad ist hose qucsso t?o^ 
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pHBliacunquef^movidMnturii^i)^ adt/et^ 
iiUs, fU qui vobis forsun inaanire videar^ sa^ 
km quibu9 insaniam rationibus cogTiOtfco^M." 
Ffaat I led diseply, fredy will I utter. Truth 
J8 Hot dfitractipv; and assuredly we do not 
lui^ him, to whbm we tell the Truth. But 
.with whonnsoeyer we play the deceiver and 
(bitterer, him at the bdttom we despise. We 
are, indeed, under a necessity to conceive a 
f il^Q^ss in him, in order to. diminish the sense 
of the. wrong we have committed, by the worfli- 
lessness of the object. 

Through " no excess of confidence in the 
strength of my talents, but with the deepest 
assurance of the justice of my cause, I bid de- 
fiance to ail the flatterers of the folly and fool- 
ish self-opinion of the half-instructed Many; 
to 'all who fill the air with festal explosions and 
false fires sent up against the lightenings of 
Heaven, in order that the people may neither 
distinguish the warning Flash nor hear the 
threatening thunder! How recently did we 
stand alone in the word ? And though the one 
storm has blown over, another may even now 
b€'gathering : or haply the hollow murmur of 

p3 
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the Earthquake within the Bowels of our owo 
<;;ommonweal maj strike a direr terror than 
ever did the Tempest of foreign Warfare. 
Therefore) though the first quatrain is no longer 
applicable, jet the moral truth and the sublime 
exhortation of the following Sonnet can never be 
superannuated. With it I conclude this Number, 
thanking heaven ! that I have communed with; 
honored, and loved its wise and high-minded 
author. To know that such men are among u5, 
is of itself an antidote against despondence; ' 

I 

Another year ! — another deadly blow ! 
Another mighty Empire overthrown ! 
And we are left, or shall be left, alode ; 
The last that dares to struggle with the Foe. 
^Tis well ! from this dtty forward we shall knitv 
That in ourselves our safety must be sought; 
That by our own right hands it must be wrought ; . 
That we must stand unpropt or be laid low. 
O Dastard ! whom such fdretaste doth not eheer ! 
We shall exult, if They, Who rule th« land, 
Be Men Who hold its many blessings dear, * 

Wise, upright, valiant ; not a venal Band, 
Who are to judge of danger which they fear. 
And honour, which they do not understand. 

W0»D»WORTB» . 
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MISCELLANY THE FIRST. 



Etiam o muttx si qnando animum panlisper abdacamaiy 
apud Musan nihilominus feriamar: at reclines quidem, at 
otiosas, at de bis et illls inter se liber^ colloqaentes* 



ESSAY I. 



<»i»*i#^i»#>»i»» 



O blessed Letters ! that combine in one 
All ages past, and make one live with all ; 
By you we do confer with who are gone 
And the Dead-living unto Council call ! 
By you the Unborn shall have communion 
Of what we feel and what doth us befalU 

8ince Writings are the Veins, the Arteries, 
And undecaying Life-strings of those Hearts, 
That still shall pant and still shall exercise 
Their mightiest powers when Nature none imparts : 
And the strong constitution of their Praise 
Wear out the infection of distemperM days, 

Daniel's Musophilub. 

THE Intelligence, which produces or con- 
trols human actions and occurrences, is often 
represented hj the Mjstics under the name 
and notion of the supreme Harmonist. I do 
not myself approve of these metaphors : they 



216 

seem to imply a restlessness to understand that 
which is not among ttie appointed objects of 
our comprehension or discursive faculty. Bat 
certainly there is one excellence in good music, 
to which, without mysticism, we may find or 
make an analogy in the records of History. I 
allude to that sense of recognition^ which ac« 
companies our sense of novelty in the most 
original passages oji a great composer. If we 
listen to a Symphony of Cimarosa> the present 
strain still seems not only to recal, but almost 
to renew^ some past movement, another and 
yet the same ! Each present movement bring* 
ing back, as it were, and embodying the spirit 
of some melody that bad gone before, antici- 
pates and seems trying to overtake something 
that is U> come : and the musician has reached 
the summit of his art, when having thus mo- 
dified the Present by the Past, he at the same 
time weds the Past in the Present to some pre- 
pared and corresponsive Future* The audi* 
tor's thoughts and feelings move under th^ 
same influence: retrospection blends with an* 
ticipation, and Hope and Memory (a female 
Janus) become one power with a double as» 



pect. A similar eifect the reader may prodoM 
for him^lf in the pages of History, if he wilt 
be content to substitute an intellectual com* 
placencj for pleasurable sensation. The events * 
and characters of one age, like the strains in 
music, recal those of another, and the variety 
by which each is individualized, not only gives 
a charm and poignancy to the resemblance, 
but likewise renders the whole more intelli* 
gible. Meantime ample room is afforded for 
the exercise both of the judgement and thd 
fancy, in distinguishing cases of real resem** 
blance from those of intentional imitation, the 
analogies of nature, revolving upon herself, 
from the masquerade figures of cunning and 
vanity. 

It is not from identity of opinions, or from 
similarity of events and outward actions, that a 
real resemblance in the radical character can 
be deduced. On the contrary, men of great 
and stirring powers, who are destined to mould 
the age in which they are bom, must first 
mould themselves upon it. Mahomet bom 
twelve c^ituries later, and in the heart of Eu* 
rope, would not have been a fabe Prophet } 



aor would «. fMae PropMt of tbe present ge&e* 
TftUon faftV9 b^n II Mahomet in the suiih c^- 
tiirj. I have myself, therefore, deriyed th«^ 
deepest interest from the oomparison of men, 
whose characters at the first view appeac 
widely dissimilar, who yet have produced si- 
milar effects on their .di£Ferent ages, aud this by 
the exertion of powers which on ezaminatioQ 
will be found far more alike, than the altered 
drapery and costume would have led us t^ 
suspect. Of the heirs of fame few are more 
respected by me, though for very different ^ua* 
bties, than Erasmus and Luther : scarcely any 
one has a larger share of my averrion than 
Voltaire; and even of the better-hearted Rous? 
seau I was never more than a very lukewarm 
admirer. I should perhaps too rudely affront 
the general opinion, if I avowed my whole 
creed concerning the proportions of real tal^t 
between the two purifiers of revealed Religion, 
now neglected as obsolete, and the two mo? 
dem conspirators against its authority, who 
are still the Alpha and Omega of Continental 
Genius. Yet when I abstract the questions of 
^vil and good, .and measure only the effecU 
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prodaoed and tiie mode of prodocing them, I 
bave repeatedly found the idea of Voltaire, 
Aouaseau, and Robespierre, reeal in a similar 
eluster and connection that of Erasmus, hvt^ 
tfaer, and Munster. 

Those who are familiar with the works of 
Erasmus, and who know the influence of his 
wit, as the pioneer of the reformation ; and 
who likewise know, that by his wit, added to 
t^e vast variety of knowledge communicated 
in bis works, he had won over by anticipation 
so large a part of the polite and lettered world 
to &e Protestant party ; will be at no loss itt 
discovering ihe intended counterpart in the 
life and writings of the veteran Frenchman'. 
They will see, indeed, that the knowledge of 
the one was solid through its whole extent, and 
that of the other extensive at a cheap rate, by 
itB.superficiality ; that the wit of the one is al- 
ways bottomed on sound sense, peoples and 
enriches the mind of the reader with an aid* 
less variety of distinct images and living in-^ 
terests ; and that his broadest laughter is every 
where * translatable into grave and weighty 
truth : while the wit of the Frenchman, with^^ 
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out imagery ^without character, and without that 
pathos which gives the magic charm to geauin^ 
humour, consists, when it is most perfect^ in 
Jiappj turns of phrase, but far too often in fan^* 
tastic incidents, outrages of the pure imagi* 
nation, and the poor low trick of combining 
the ridiculous with the venerable, where he, 
who does not laug^, abhors* Neither will 
they have forgotten, that the object of the one 
was to drive the thieves and mummers out of 
the temple, while the other was propellin|f a 
worse i)anditti, first to profane and pillage, and 
ultimately to raze it. Yet not the less will they 
•perceive, that the effects remain parallel, the 
circumatancee analagous, and the instruments 
the same# In each case the effects extended 
pver Europe, were attested and augmented by 
4be praise and patronage of thrones and dig* 
nities, ^d are not to be explained but by ex^ 
^raprdinary industry and a life of literature; 
in both instances the circumstances were supr 
plied by an age of hopes and promises-^the 
age of iErasmus restless from the first vernal inr 
fluence^ of real knowledge, that of VoUair^ 
from thebectip of.imc^ined superiority, Inth^ 
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Toluniindus works of both, the instruments^ 
employed are chiefly those of wit and amusive 
erudition, and alike in both the errors and evils 
(real or imputed) in Religion and Politics are 
the objects of the battery. And here we must 
stop. The two Men were essenticUly different 
Exchange mutually their dates and spheres of 
action, yet Voltaire, had he been ten-fold a 
Voltaire, could not have made up an Erasmus ^ 
and Erasmus must have emptied himself of 
half his greatness and all his goodness, .to have 
become a Voltaire. 

Shall we succeed better or worse with the 
next pair, in this our new dance of death, or 
father of the shadows which we have brought 
forth — ^two by two — from the historic ark? 
In oar first couple we have at least secured an 
lionourable refreat, and though we failed as to 
ike agentSy we have maintained a fair analogy 
in the actions and the objects» But the heroic 
Luther, a Giant awaking in his strength ! and 
the crazy RoussEAtJ, the Dreamer of love- 
nick Tales, and the Spinner of speculative 
Cobwebs ; shy of light as the Mole, but as 
qUick-^red too for every whisper of the public 



0|>iiiioii; the Teacher of itbie Priek in hit 
principles, yet the victim of morbid Vanity Jo 
his feelings and conduct] From wfaatpomt.of 
hkenes^ can we commence, the comparison be^ 
tween a Luther and a Rousseiiii?: And tiraly 
had I been seeking for characters that, taken 
as thej really exisibed^ closely resemble each 
other^ and this too io our first aj^prehepsions^ 
and according'to the common .rules of bic^pra- 
phical comparison, I could scarcely have miade 
a more unlucky choice.: iraless I had desited 
that my parallel of the German/ *< Son of 
Thunder" and the Visionary of GeneTa^ should 
sit oh the same bench with honest Fhteliin's 
of Alexander the Great and Harry of Mbn* 
'mouth. Still, however, ttie same analogy 
Would hold as in my former instance : the ef- 
fects produced on their several ages by Luthel* 
and Roilsseau, were commensurate with each 
other, and were produced in both cases by 
(what their contemporaries fdt as) serious and 
•vehement eloquence, and an eleviated tone of 
'tnoral feeling : and Luther, not less than Rous- 
seau, was actuated by an almost superstitious 
'hatred of superstition, and a turbulent prgu- 
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diei f^aililt prejodic^. In the relatioa toq 
trhidi their writiogs severally bore tq those o( 
Erasmus and Yc^taire, and tb« way in which 
ttie latter coopettited with them to the same 
gefneral end, eaeh finding its own class of ad- 
jnirers and Proselytes, the parallel is complete. 
I eannot, however, rest here ! Spite of the 
lipparent incongruities, I am disposed to plead 
Sot a res^imblaace in the Men themselves, for 
that similarity in their radical natures, which 
I abaiidoned all pretence and desire of shew- 
ing in the instlinces of Voltaire and Erasmus* 
But then my readers must think of Lather not 
as he r^Uy was, but as he might have been, if 
be had been bom in the age and under the cir- 
cumstances of the Swiss Philosopher, For 
this purpose I must strip him of many advan* 
tages which he derived from his own times, 
and must contemplate him in his natural weakr 
nesses as well as in his original strength. Each 
referred all things to his own ideal. The ideal 
was indeed widely different in the one and in 
the other : and this was not the least of Lu- 
^er's many advantages, or (to use a favourite 
phrase of his own) not one of his least favours^ 
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of preventing grace. Happilj for him be had 
derived his stalodard from a common measure 
already received hj the good and wise: I 
mean the inspired writings, the study of which 
Erasmus had previously restored among the 
learned. To know that we are in sympathy 
with others, moderates our feelings as well as 
l^engthens our convicti<His : atnd for the mindf 
which opposes itself to the faith of the multi-* 
tude, it is more especially desirable, that there 
should exist an object out of itself, on which it 
may fix its attention, and thus balance its owa 
energies* 

Rousseau, on the contrary^ in the inauspi- 
cious spirit of his age and birth-place,* had 
Mipped the cable of hte faith, and steered by 

' * Infidelity Wt» m common in Geneva abont tftat time, 
that. Voltaire in. ond of his Letters exults, tiiat in thiSf 
Calrin's own City, some half dozen only of the most 
ignorant believed m Christianity under any form* Thit 
was, no doubt,, one of Voltaire^s usual lies oi exagge- 
ration: it is not l^owever to be denied, that here, and 
fh^ghont Switzerland, he and thd dark Master in 
whos«, 8er\ice he employed himself, had ample gjrom* 
lrf4riHin){h« 
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the compass of diuuded reason, igitori^t :of tha 
hidden currents that were bearing .him out of 
his course, and too proud to consult the. faitb- 
ful charts prized and held sacred by his fore« 
fathers. But the strange influences of his bo* 
dilj temperament on his understanding; his ' 
constitutional melancholy pampered into a 
morbid excess by solitude ; .hi^ wild dreams of 
suspicion; his hypochondriacal fancies. of hosts 
of conspirators ail leagued against him and his 
cause, and headed by some arch*enemy, *to 
whose machinations he attributed every trifling 
mishap, (all as much the creatures of his ima-. 
gination, as if instead of Men he had conceived 
them to be infernal Spirits and Beings preter- 
natural)^— these, or at least the predisposition ' 
to them, existed in the ground-work of his 
nature : they were parts of Rousseau himself. 
And what corresponding in kind to these, not 
to speak of degree, can we detect in the cha* 
racter of his, supposed parallel? This diffi- 
culty will suggest itself at the first thought, to 
those who derive all their knowledge of Luther 
from the meagre biography met with in " The 
Lives of eminent Reformers,'* or even from the 
Vol. L q 



^ a Uft of liitfbtf, is otet and «lgr)t o( ex- 
eevlfoft profMMtioiMct to the gr«adkw mA m^ 
taPMt of the fabj8ct; a lifir of tlie M^m Ut 
tb»rl 08 well M of Luttior Ihe TImiagiattt is 
ittti a detkkratam in EngUdi Ldtcff«tofei tkoogh 
pei4iaps there i* qo aabject ior wkidi lo quia; 
ttniieed ttaterials ace (^sta^t^ botk fttuited tftA 
in maaueertpi* 

tbf^ €oU«g9 ia wJMi I <iiBQin it w> woall boneur to bare 
tielQKgied— Jqfui Cambridge) rcoiders it painfhl to me to 
assort, that the aliore remark holds almost equally true oft 
Life of Elraamns. ftnteTeryScholarwvHrecdittthewti* 
tin^tef BmMEitti aad hi* ilkaatfioiit CqateMponyifl^ mut 
lM»e' tftisCMHend, tiM #oriiii he< q^iUwf ^llfoM aitf* 
t<ei«|»«pr ilM I»i0t» maleri^ (or ki^ work; and (9»|)i«jfi 
trooi that reqr camte) , he grew weai^ of hia ta^k^ l^fore 
he hacl made a full nae of the scanfy materials frhieh be 
had collected. 
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h it, 1 aik, moft importflat to the best Intciretts of 
Mankind, temporal u well ai tplritiial, tbftt eertalii 
Worlu, the names and number of which are fixed and 
Knalterable, ihoald be dutlngtilfthed Drom all othef 
work% not in de^e only but eren in Mulf And 
that theie, coUeeU^ely ahonld ibrm TAB Book, to 
irhieh in all the coneema of Faith and Morality ihp 
last reconrae ia to be made, and fi*om the deciaiona of 
which no man dare appeal t If the mere dtiatence of 
4 Book ao called and dharaetered be, aa the Koran itaelf 
aoilleea'to erinee, a mighty Bond of Union, among na- 
tiona whom all other canaea tend to aeparate ; if more- 
over the Book revered by na and oar forefathera haa 
been the Foater-nnrae of Learning in the darkeat, and 
of ClfiIl2ation in the nideat, timea ; and laatly, if thia 
ao iraat and wide a Blening. ia not to be founded in a 
Delnaion, and doomed therefore to the Impermanenee 
and Scorn in which aooner or later all delaaiona mnat 
ead ; hew, I pray yon, la it ooneeitable that thia Ihonld 
be bnvQghi abont and aeonred, otherwi«^ than by a epe^ 
eial Tonchaafement to thia one Book, ercliiet'oeljf, of 
that ditine Mbait, thit uniform and perfect midite wag^ 
which in all pointa is at aale «nd eqaAl distance from all 

Q2 
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erron whether of exeeu or defect? Bat again if Hii* 
be tme, (and what Proteatant christian worthy of lui 
baptiimal dedication will deny Ua truths sorely we 
ought not to be hard and over-stern in our censares of 
the mistakes and infirmities of those, who pretending to 
no warrant of extraordinary Inspiration have yet been 
raised up by Grod's providence to be of highest power 
and eminence in th'e reformation of his Church. Far. 
rather does it behove us to consider, in how many 
Instances the peccant humour native to the man had been 
Wrought upon by the faithful study of that only faultless 
Model, and corrected into an unsinning, or at least a 
venial, Predominance in the Writer or Preacher. Yea^ 
that not seldom the Infirmity of a zealous Soldier in tbe 
Warfare of Christ has been made the very mould and 
ground-work of that man^s peculiar gifts and virtaes. 
Grateful too we should be, that the very Faults of famou 
Men have been fitted to the age, on which they were. 
to act: and that thus the folly of man has proved the 
Wisdom of God, and been made the instrument of t» 
mercy to mankind. Anok. . 



WHOEVER has sojourned in Eisenact,* 
will assuredly have yisited the . WartebuI^ 

* DurchflUge durch Deutchland, die .Niederfamde noil 
Frankreich : zweit. — ^Theil. p. 126. 
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mferesting bj so many historical associations, 
.which stands on a high rock» about two -miles 
to the south from the City Gate. To this 
Castle Lather was taken on his return from the 
imperial diet, where Charles the Fifth had pro- 
nounced the ban upon him, and limited his 
sftfe convoy to one and twenty days. On the 
last but one of these days, as he was on his 
.way to Waltershausen (a town in the dutchy 
of Saxe Gotha, a few leagues to the south-east 
of £isenach) he was stopped in a hollow be- 
Jiind the Castle Altcnstein, and carried to the 
Warteburg. The Elector of Saxony, who could 
not have refused to deliver up Luther, as one 
put in the ban by the Emperor and the Diet, 
had ordered John of Berleptsch, the governor 
of the Warteburg, and Burckhardt von Hundt, 
the governor of Altenstein, to take Luther tO' 
pne or the other of these Castles, without.ac- 
quaiating him which ; in order that he might 
be able, with safe conscience, to declare, that 
ke did not know where Luther was. Accord- 
ingly they took him to the Warteburg, uqder 
the name of the Cheyali^r (Ritter) George. 
To this, friendly imprisonment the .reformtv; 



tkm own wumj of Liitiior*« most iinportent la^ 
tetini. It Ilia ploM lift wrote bk works agaituC 
IMMookr ciMiftlsioii, agakisl Jtcob Latnmum) 
«ho tffoct on tht abiiM of Mames* dial against 
oiarioal and monattio vows, composed his Ex** 
position of tho 22, 87, and 68 Psalms, finudied 
Us JDeclaration of Uio Magnifieat, bagan to writs 
Us Chmvh Homilias, and translated tbo N«w 
T^stammii Hera too» and during this time, 
ha is said to have burled his iak*stand at the 
Devtl^ the black q>ot from which jet restiaias 
00 the stone wall of the room hestadiedin; 
which, suroljr, no one will hare visited the 
Waitebttig wifliout having had pointed out to 
him bjr the good Catholic who is, or at Issst 
some few years ago wss, the Warden of the 
Cistle. He ttttst have been tither a very s&« 
pereiUonsor a very incurioos traveller if he did 
net, for the gratifloation of his guide at leest, 
Infbrm himself by means of his pen-knife^ ifaat 
the said tnarveUous blot bids defianoe to all the 
teas of the scrubbing bmsb, and is to remam a 
sign foir ever ; and witii this advantage ov«r 
most of its kindred, that being capable of a 
double hiteFpr«!ftatidn, it is equally flattering to 
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bjr ike wottdtor40fio|f leilolB ^f telii piittct^ 
with equal faith. 

Wh«th^ the gKat Man «t«r did throw his 
tok-ilMd atMsSiilMio Mi^jeitj, whfltlicrlM 
mr boftMd of th^ %arploit) aad himt^ d%* 
tdafi^ tile4ttrtcMot)Ch on hte Study WUl ilk tb^ 
Warteburg:, to bd Ifae rMitt and rdttot of tbk 
MttM-tite bMid-gvcbado, (happily Ibr maa* 
kind be oi^ bis iokMrta&d at mother tiaMft to 
belief pn^i^dfii^ «Bd wfth Moio effiMttv^ hoa^ 
tilify agaiatft Ibe web-fieid) I ieare to atiy 
Tead«fs owa jodgeinenl; on coiiditto&, how^ 
ev«f , that h6 ban fterifonAy perofted LvA^u 
table tayiL, «ad o«beir wiJtiBgt of tht same 
«fafap, of eoiifi^ of his most iUusttloua coaleia* 
poraries, wbiob eo&tabi facts ititt more stmage 
and whitnsieal, fdated by tfiettiel«<€« and of 
themeel^es, and accompanied with solemn pro- 
testations of the Truth of their atatemenli. 
Lttiber'tf ti^le talk, which to a troty philoso- 
phic mind, will not be fefes interoting tbiir 
Rou^smm'^ oonllMioas, I hate not my«elf flie 
sieane of coltttiltiiig at priteetit, and oannot 
therefiEm «ay, wtetlM tUs fnkrpot adf entart 
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iSf or is Dot, told or referred to in it ; but many 
ponaideritiQiis inciine me to give credit to the 

story. 

LntbetV uo remitting literary labour and his 
sedentary mpde of life, during his confinem^at 
in the Warteburg, where he v?as treated with 
4he greatest kindness, and enjoyed every tir 
betty consistent with his own safety, had be- 
gun io undermine his former unusually strong 
health. He suffered many and most distredGJng 
effects of indigestion and a deranged state of 
the digestive organs. Melancthon, whom be 
had desired to consult the Physicians at £r: 
Airtb, sent him some de-obstruent medicines, 
and the advice to take regular and severe lezr 
ercise. At first he followed the advice, sate 
and laboured less, and spent whole days in the 
chase ; but like the younger Pliny, he stipv^ 
in vain to form a taste for this favourite amuse? 
ment of 'the " Gods of the earth," as appears 
from a passage in his letter to George Spalatio, 
whieh 1 translate for an additional, reason; to 
prov^ to the admirers of Rousseau, (who per- 
haps will not be less affronted by this biogra- 
phical parallel, than the leealous Luthei^ianswili 
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be offnid^d) that if my comparison should 
turn out groundless on the whole, the. fkilure 
will not have arisen either from the want of 
sensibility in our great reformer, or of angry 
aversion to those in high places, whom he re- 
garded as the oppressors of their rightful equabt 
« I have been," he writes, " employed for two 
days in the sports of the field, and was willing 
myself to taste this bitterns weet amusement of 
the great heroes ; we have cattg:ht two hares, 
and one brace of poor little partridges. An 
employment this which does not ill suit quiet 
leisurely folks ; for even in the midst of the 
ferrets and dogs, I have had theological fan'p 
cies. But as much pleasure as the general 
appearance of the scene and the mere looking** 
on occasioned me, even so much it pitied me 
to think of the mystery and emblem which lies 
beneath itt For what does this symbol signify, 
but that the Devil, through his godless hunts* 
man and dogs, the Bishops and Theologians to 
wit, doth privily chase and catch the innocent 
poor ^little beasts? Ah! the simple and cre^ 
dulous soul^ came thereby far too plain beforls 
jaay eyes. Thereto iJomes a. yet more frightful 
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mystery : as at my ^Mmtst €tttreaty we had 

vaved all^e Me pb^r littte lMite> aftd I WbA coi^ 

eeided it ia flitt felettre xyt my great ceal» and 

kad ttroUad 4>ff a sliart dista»oe from it, the 

doga ia the mean time found the j^oer ham 

Siioh, tM» is the lify Df the Pope with Satea« 

that he deirtroyii leVea tbe seals that had been 

sa^ed^ and troubles himself iittie ab<Hit lay 

palM and eatteatfes. Of iaeh haat&ig then I 

haire had eaoagh.'' tn anbttker t>aiMage ^ 

tells hte correspoftdeat, <« yeu kaow n ii bard 

to be a Prince^ aad ai»t ia soiae d^fpwe % 

Robber, aad the grealar a Priatee the caete a 

Robber*'' Of our Bcary the £igh4, lie says, 

f' I mi0t aaswer Hbt grim Lioa that passes l^i* 

self off for King of fingbmd. The igaoranoi 

in ihe Bo<A is such as one nataraliy expect 

from a King ; bat the bitterness aad impadent 

falsehood is quite leoaiae/' And ia his eir* 

cotaur letter to the Priaees, on oec^Mic^ of the 

Peasant's War, be uses a language so inflammap 

iory, and holds for& a doctrine wbith borders 

ee near on the boly right of iasarredfaoa, that 

it may as well reiaaia uatrauftlated. 

Had Luther beea bimsetf a Priace, be pouM 
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^oi have deiil^ better treatment than ke re^ 
oeired dttfiaf his eight moilflis stajr in the 
97artebarg ; and in consequence of a more 
luxurious diet than he had been acdttstomed to» 
he was plagued with temptations both from the 
^* Flesh and the Devil.** It is evident froni his 
letters * that he suffered under great irritability 
of his nerroas synton^ the common effect of 
deranged digbsUon in men of sedentary habits^ 
wfa^ are at the same time intense thinkers : and 
tfajs|krita^ty added to, and revivifying, the 
impreisiODi made upon him in early life, an4 
fostered by the tiieological flystems of his 9um«» 
hood, is abiradantty sufficient to explain all bif 
apparitiDns and all bis nightly combats with 
evil spirits. I 'see nothing improbable in the 

* I «iui sfcatMly MiAOBive a mdre dellfbtfnl y9Lvm» 
timi m^gol be msde from Litthfcr^s Letteri) si^eislly 
from those that were written from the Warteburg, if 
they were tranylated in the simple, linewy, idiomatic^ 
hearty mother-tongue of the original. A difficnlt task I 
admit — and scarcely possible for any man, however great 
falls talents in other respeets, whose favoarite reii^ng has 
not lain among UieEnglilA loiters from Bdwani the Sixth; 
io Cbsrhii thr Fini«. 
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supposition, that in one of tbose imooDsciotts 
balf sleeps, or rather those rapid alternations of 
j^e sleeping with the half-wakiog state, whicb 
is the true witching time^ 

3 

• 

' ' " the season 

Wherein the spirits hold their wont to walk,'* 

the fruitful matrix of Ghosts — I see nothing 
improbable, that in some one. of those momien- 
tar J slumbers, into which the suspension of all 
Thought in the perplexity of intense thinking 
so often passes ; Luther should have had a full 
Tiew of the Room in which he was sitting, of 
his writing Table and all the Implements of 
Study, as they really existed, and at the same 
time a brain«image of the Devil, vivid enough 
to have acquired apparent Outness^ and a dis- 
tance regulated by the proportion of its dis- 
tinctness to that of the objects really impressed 
on the outward senses. 

If this Christian Hercules, this heroic Clean- 
ger of the Augean Stable of Apostacy, had been 
born and educated in the present or the pre- 
ceding generation, he would, doubtless, have 
held himself for a man of genius and. original 
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poW^r. But with this faith hlxme he woulS 
scarcely have removed the mountains which 
he did remove. The darkness and superstition 
of the age, which required such a Reformer; 
had moulded his mind for the reception of 
ideas concerning himself, better suited to in- 
spire the strength and enthusiasm necessary fat 
the task of reformation, ideas more in sjnt^ 
pathy with the spirits whom he was to idflu^ 
ence. He deemed himself gifted with 'Super* 
natural influxes, an especial servant of Heaven, 
a chosen Warrior, fighting as the General of a 
small but faithful troop, against an Army of 
evil Beings headed by the Prince of the Air.* 
These were no metaphorical beings in his ap- 
prehension. He was a Poet indeed, as great a 
Poet as ever lived in any age or country ; but 
his poetic images were so vivid, that they 
mastered the Poet*s own mind ! He was po8^ 
messed with them, as with substances distinct 
from himself: Luther did not writCy he.acted 
Poems. The Bible was a spiritual indeed but 
not a figurative armoury in his belief: it was 
the magazine of his warlike stores, and from 
thence he was to arm himself, and sup{)ly both 
shield and swotd, and javelin, to the eiett. 
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Mctiunki I see bim sittiiig, the heroic Stadent^* 
ul his Cbambcnr ia the Wartebnrg, with bis miA' 
iiifpht Lamp before him, seen by the late Tra* 
Teller in the distant Plain of BiaehqfmvdAj as 
a Star on the Mountain! Below it lies the 
Hebrew Bible open, on which he ga»e% his 
brow pressing on his palm, brooding OTer some 
obeoare Texl^ which be desires to mahe plaia 
to the simple Boor and to the hamble Artixao, 
and to transfer its whole force into their own^ 
iiatnral aad living Tongne* And he himsrif 
does aol understand it ! Thick darkness lies on 
the original Text: he counts the letters, be 
calls up the roots of each separate word, and 
qacistions them as the lEuniliar Spirits of aa 
Oracle. In yain ! thick darknesB continues ta 
eoiver it! not a raj of meaning daWns tbrongh 
it. With sullen and angry bope be reachei; for 
the Vulgate, bis old and sworn enemy, tbe 
treacherous confederate d tbe Roman Antl^ 
Christ) which he so gladly, when be can, re* 
rebukes for idolatrous falsehoods^ that had 
dared place 

^ WithiB the iaaoiesir itsslf their Ariae*, 
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Now — O thought of humiliation — he must en" 
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iMU ttiiaid. 9^1 tkerc has the Ay qpirit of 
9po9t»Mff woriied*i]i a phraa^ whidi faTonra 
tfiK doctriM of pqrgatory, tb« intereeenon ol 
Sainta^ or tke afflcaey of Pra jo» for . the Dead. 
And what id wont of all, the interpretation is 
j^aiiaible. The origiMl Hebrew might be 
foroed into thii neaning: and no other mean* 
ing aatnvita lie tin it, none to borer otew it in 
thelMghtaof AUegory, none (o lurk i^fiea(ik it 
evw in Ae deptba of Cabaia! This is the 
wovk of the Tempter ! it it a deed of darknetn 
eoi^ed iiqp between the truth of the meted 
letteti and the eyea of hie undemtandlDg^ by 
flie malice of the eril one^ and for a trial of 
hiafiuthi Most ho thou at length coitlese» must 
heanbscribotbename of L^rauto an Bxpo* 
aitioft trhidBi conseeiatce a weapon for the hand 
eC tte idoiatroM Hierarehy ? Never 1 neVer ! 

TherestUl remaina one auxiliary in reserve^ 
the tranala&m of the sevtatj. The Alezan* 
driao Gieekf^ anterior to the Churoh itself^ 
ooold intend no support to its eomipikmeH-the 
Septeagent will have profaned the Altar of 
Tniih witiK no inoepte for the l^oirtrils of the 
ismivefial Bishop to mnlF up» And here again 



24D 

his hopes are bafiQed ! Exactly at this per^ 
plexed passage had the Greek Translator given: 
his understanding a holiday, and made his pen 
supply its. place. O honoured Luther! as 
easily mightest thou convert the whole City of 
Rome, with the Pope and the conclave of Car- 
dinals inclusive, as strike a spark of light from 
the words, and notiiing but worda^ of the 
Alexandrine Version. Disappointed, despon- 
dent; enraged, ceasing to think, yet continuing 
his brain on the stretch in solicitation of a 
thought ; and gradually giving himself up Xq 
angi^y fancies, to recollections of past persecu- 
tions, to uneasy fears and inward defiances 
and floating Images of the evil Being, their sup- 
posed personal author; he sinks, without per- 
ceiving it, into a trance of slumber: during 
which his brain retains its waking energies, 
excepting that what would have been mere 
thxmghJts h^ioxe., now (the action and counter- 
weight of his senses and of their impressions 
being withdrawn) shape and. condense them- 
selves into /Amg«, into realities ! RepeateiUj 
half-wakening, and his eye-lids as often re^ 
closing, the objects which reaily. surround hiaft 
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from the place and scenery of his dream. Alt 
at once he sees the Arch-fiend coiiiing forth on 
the trail of the room, from the very spot per« 
haps, on which his eyes had been fixed va* 
cantly during the perplexed moments of hiii 
foriber meditation : the Ink-stand, which he 
had at the same time been using, becomes as^ 
sociated with it: and in that struggle of rage; 
which in these distempered dreams almost con^ 
ntantly precedes the helpless terror by the pain 
of which we are finally awakened, hie imagined 
that he burls it at the intruder, or not impro-^ 
bably in the first instant of awakening, while 
yet bodi his imagination and his eyes are pos^, 
sessed by the dream, he actually hurls it Some 
weeks after, perhaps, during which interval he 
had often mused on the incident, undetermined 
whether to deem it a visitation of Satan to him 
in the body or out of the body, he discovers 
for the first time the dark spot on his wall, and 
receives it as a sign and pledge vouchsafed toi 
him of the event having actually taken place. 

Such was Luther under the influences of the 
age and country in and for wbroh he was bom. 
Conceive hhn a citizen of Geneva, and a con« 

Vol. I. R 



tMipomrjr of Voltftive : wnifipom tbe^ Wteuth 
iMgmge his motiter-tcMigtte^ and (be p<^ticil 
aoclr moral pbilofldpby <rf S^lkh Fi^e-ttiMctliv 
XMdodelled by Pmtiman Foft JS&prit»i to bave 
been tbe objeetsof hie study; — e<)|H)eiT6 fliHi 
cbaiige of circomittfiiceft, and LMh^r witt do 
longer dreaiA of Fiends or of A«lioii«uil-^4Nil 
Fill we have no dfeanttc^in fh^tfimde? His 
mdtaacfaolj will baife changed ils^di^p^ ; bat 
Will it find ido new eoftome wlier^ilk to cloat^ 
itself? Hii impetnous temperament bis deep* 
workuftg mindy. bis busy and tliTJd inu^^intf^ 
tioils^-wottld tbey not bave been a trouble t6 
bi|» ifk a worlds wbere nothing Urt^, td^ be ai« 
teredo where nothing watf to obey his power^ 
to^eeaseto be that wbiefa hadbcMn^int order ts 
tealise bis pre-eoneepti(ms of what, it oii|^C td 
be t His sensilMlity, whieh tomA objeets hi 
itself) and shadows of bvinan safieting in iki 
harmless Brnte, and eren the FlaweA wUsh 
he trod upon — Might it not naitttmlly^ iv an 
onspiritualuted age^ have wept, .and ttendded^ 
aiiddissoWed, oyersotaes of caHUy-passiony 
and the struggles of lo?^ with dnifey ? Hispitfi 
that jso oQfsily passed into rage^ Would it not 
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bave found in the inequalities of mankind, in 
the oppressions of goveraments and the mi- 
series of the goyemedy an entire instead of a 
divided object ? And might not a perfect con- 
stitution, a government of pure reason, a reno- 
vation of the social contract have easilj sup- 
plied the place of the reign of Christ in the 
new Jerusalem, of the restoration of the vi- 
sible Church, and the union of oil men hf one 
faith in one charity ? Henceforward then, we 
will conceive his reason employed in building 
up anew the edifice of earthly society, and his 
imagination as pledging itself for the possible 
realization of the structure* We will lose .the 
great reformer, who was bom in an age winch 
needed him, in the Philosopher of Geneva, 
who was doomed to misapply his energies to 
materials the properties of which he misunder- 
stood, and happy only that he did not live to 
witness the direful efEects of big syelem. 



r2 



ESSAY lit 

reetora eai credsm ? qaU me losire doceblt 
Mordaees curas, quu longas fallere noeies . 
Ex quo Bumina die9 tulerit Damona fiub umbras f 
Omnia paulatim consumit longior setas, 
Virendbque simiil morimur, rapimurque manendo. 
Ite tamen, hicryma; ! purum colis sthera, Damon i 
Neo mihi cionyimiiiBt laerymn. Non omnia terr» 
Obruta! Tmtamot^ rMt dolor! ora negator 
Dalcia conspicere : flere et meminisse relletian est* 



TriE two fdllowing Essays I derote to da* 
CiidatioH, the firM; of the theoiy of Luthe/s 
Apparitions stated perhaps too briefly in the 
preceding Number: the second for the pur- 
pose of remoying the only difficulty, which I 
Qim discover in the next section of the Friend 
to the Reader's ready comprehension of the prio' 
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6ipleSy on which the arguments ar^ groundecl. 
Firist, I will endeavour to make my Ghost^ 
•Theory more clear to those of my readers, 
who are fortunate enough to find it obscure iu 
consequence of their own good health and tm» 
shattered nerves. The window of my library 
at Keswick is opposite to the fire-place, and 
looks out on the very large garden that occur 
pies the whole slope of the hill on which the 
house stands. Consequently, the rays of light 
transmitted through the glass, (i. e. the rays 
from the garden, the oppo/site mountains, and 
the bridge, river, lake, and vale interjacent) 
and the rays reflected from it, (of the fire- 
place, <&c.) enter the eye at the same moment. 
At the Coming on of evening, it was my fre- 
<]uent amusement to watch the image or re- 
flection of the fire, that seemed burning in the 
bulges or between the trees in different parts 
of the garden or the fields beyond it, according 
as there was more or less light; and which 
-still arranged itself among the real objects of 
vision, with a distance and magnitude pro*> 
portioned to its greater or lesser faintness. 
For stiU as' the darkn^ encrea;se4> the image 
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0f the ftro tewwwd and grew neamr and mofli 
4iitJiiet ^ nil Ike twilight InmI deepened into 
fcrlb(St'nj(^t, ^iH^n all outward objects beiig 
mccAiided, the iwindow became a perfect look- 
is^-^Uttd: isave oalj tliat my bocks on A^ 
Yide flbeti/ies of the room were lettered, as it 
«w^e, on tinek backs with otars, mere c^ fewer 
lis tlie ritj if^if more or leas <;louded, ^the rays 
^f file etani being at that time the oaty^ ows 
4ransmitlQir) Now substitute the PhaolMi 
from C*ntb6r'6 brain for Ihe images of rejledei 
aiglit <^ *re for instance) and flie IbrjM of 
diiis >TO0ei ^anti its fumitare for the troiomiiM 
'tgysy and you have a (air resemblance of «a 
jp^ritiDB^ afida Jcistcpneepticm of the maaaeflr 
-ia :w|iich it ia seen together wiib real objects. 

I iitive teng wished to devote an entire work to 
4be isubjeot of Dreams, Visions, Ghosts, Witcb^ 
<^i«4, to. in which I might first give, and &ea 
jdidotfWiir to exphin the most intepesting and 

best attested fact of each, which has oome 
.wilim.my knowledge, either from books or 
-from personal testifliony. I mi^tthen eit^aiQ 

10 a more i»ttsfactory way the mode in wkidi 

ovrr Ui<Mighto, m states <rf morbid slnmber, bs- 
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«c«ta^ 4iMi»« t^ 4«Ufist Wight hBoofl9fi(s f^ 

fiM(ef|Mftte) nad bjr wkut l^w the F^rm ^tA» 

irinMi«|kp«iLr« to talk to w its o W9 tbougbts in t 

«oiee fts audtUe as the shape is visible ; and 

this too afteatimes in conDected tmios, a<i4 

&ol seldow W€& with a conoentraitioii of power 

irhiGh JBOiaf easily impose on the soaodest 

|iidge9iieiite» uninstruoted in the Optica and 

AQ<m^9C8 . of the inner sense, for Re velatiooi 

Midsifts of Prescience. In^ aid of the present 

tS9»9 I will 0b17 remark, that it would appear 

incredible to persons not accustomed to these 

subtle notices of self observation, what small 

mud remote resembbmoes, what mere hints of 

Jik^eness firemL some jpeal external object, esf 

pe^iaUy if the shape be aided hy colour, inciU 

Bv^qe tp make ak vivid thought oonsubiftaiitiAtf 

j^iih the. seat object, and derive from it aa outr 

:m:ard peroeptibilitj. Even when we are broad 

ifcwak^». if we are in anxious expectation,, hoi^r 

oAea wiU not the most confused sounds of nar 

tare, be heard by us as articulate sounds ? £or 

inalftate^ the babbling of a brook will appear 

for a jBoment (be voke of a Friendj ibr whom 
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%re are waiting, calling oat oar own names, Ad 
A short meditation, therefore, on the great law 
of the imagination, that a likeness in part tends 
to become a likeness of the whole, will make it 
not only conceivable bat probable, that the ink- 
stand itself, and the dark-coloured stone on the 
wall, which Luther perhaps had never till then 
noticed, might have a considerable influence in 
tiie production of the Fiend, and of the hostik 
act by which his obtrusive visit was repelled. 
A lady once asked me if I believed in ghosts 
and apparitions. I answered with truth and 
simplicity : No^ madam ! I have seen far too 
many myself. I have indeed a whole memcH 
randum book filled with records of these Phs^ 
nomena, many of them interesting as facts and 
data for Psychology, and afibrding some va« 
luable materials for a theory of perception and 
its dependence on the memory and imagina- 
tion» ^^ In omnem actum Perceptionis ima> 
ginatio influit efficienter." — Wolfe. But Hb 
is no more, who would have realized this ideal 
who had already established the foundations 
and the law of the theory ; and for whom I 
)iad so often found a pleasure and a comfort,. 
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«7«ft darittg flie wretehed and resfless nights of 
4nokiiefiSy in watching and instantly recording 
Ihes^ experiences of Hke world within us, of the 
"^ gemina natura, qu» fit et facit, et ereat €ft 
'creatar!" He is gone, my friend! my munifl^ 
cent co-patron, and not less the benefactor of 
my intellect! — He Who, beyond ali other men 
known to me, added a fine and ever-wakeful 
scaise of beauty to the most patient accuracy 
Ixi eJcperimental Philosophy and the profonnder 
researches of metaphysical science ; he who 
united all the play and spring of fancy with 
the subtlest discrimination and an inexorable 
judgement; and who controlled an almost 
painful exquisiteness of taste by a warmth of 
heart, which in the practical relations of life 
made allowances for faults as quick as the 
moral taste detected them ; a warmth of heart, 
which was indeed noble and pre-eminent, for 
alas ! the genial feelings of health contributed 
no spark toward it ! Of these qualities I may 
speak, for they belonged to all mankind. — The 
higher virtues, that were blessings to his friends, 
and the still higher that resided in and for his 
own soul, are themes for the energies of soli- 



lude; for Ae avJubHsis 0t pcnyer !— yMw 
ieicejrcised in Ae bamfmew mA desokimof 
bint .aoimal ;b^g ; vhUe be thi^ited witk Aa 
iuill iteeam at bia lips, aad f et wifli imwetQtii 
f oodaeas poured out te all ajround bim, mceft^ 
Blaster of a^east among bis bkidsed ia the df^ 
(of bis ovra gladness ! Were it b«t lor tb^ m 
jaembmace of bini idone ai»d of bis 1«^ bctf 
bcjl^w, the disbelief of a jutiuRe «tate wM 
mMea the eartb aroaad me, and blJi^>tbe 
T^ giiRssio tbe fi^fai 
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ESSAY iV. 



^o»#^>r^*><i» 



hcaySfc MdKwtf^al re tUv fuiioyiav* Kiviirivii yap 

^^j' €Ka^OQ tSoy 6pap^ iiiutQ Airavra^ irarr* &v xdXiV 

4inr€p wrap &yvo€iy» 

Plato, Poiii. p. 47. Ed. tt|H 

TRAKSliATiON.— It ii diiBcnlt, excellent frlen^l to 
iBfikeBOy comprehensive trnth compleatly inieUlgibltf, 
unlew we avail onnelves of an example. Otherwise we 
may as in a dream, seem to know all, and then as it 
were, awaking find that we know nothing. 

PLA«ro« 

AMONG my earliest impressions I stiH 
distinctly remember that bf my first entrance 
into the mansion of a neighbouring Baronet, 
nwfuUy known to me by the name of Thb 
GuBAT HausB, its exterior having be^ l<mg 
iCoQ&eGled in my. childish imagination wifll 
the feelings and fimcies stirred up in me by the 
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perusal of the Arabian Nights' Entertainments.* 
Beyond all other objects, I was most struck 
with the magnificent stair-case, relieved at well 
proportioned inti^vahr hy spacious landing- 
places, this adorned with grand or shewy plants, 
the next looking out on an extensive prospect 
through the stately window with its side panes 
of rich blues and saturated amber or orange 
tints: while from the last and highest the eye 
commanded the whole spiral ascent with the 
marbled pavement of the great hall from which 
it seemed to spring up as if it merely used 
^e ground on which it rested* My readers 



* Ab I had read one volume of these tales over and 
over again before my fifth birth-day, it may be readily 
conjectured of what 4K>rt these fancies and feelings must 
have been. The book, I well remember, used to lie in 
a corner of the parlonr window at my dear Father's 
Vicarage-hoase : and I -can never forget with what a 
strange mixture of obscure dread and intense desire I 
'used to look at the volume and watch it, till the morning 
Yunshine had reached and nearly covered it, when, and 
qoi before, I felt the courage given me to eeize (he 
precious treasure and hurry off with- it to fome «iiapy 
corner in our {ilay^-ground. 
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will iad no difficulty in translating these forms 
of the outward senses into their intellectual 
analogies, so as to understand the purport, of 
the Friend's landing-places, and the objects, 
he proposed to himself, in the small groups of 
Essays interposed under this title between tfa^ 
main divisions of the work« 

My best powers would have sunk within 
me, had I not soothed my solitary toils wiA 
the anticipation of many readers — (whether 
during the Writer's life, or wh^ bis grave 
shall hare shamed his detractors into A 
sympathy with its own silence, formed no 
part in this self-flattery) who would submit to 
any reasonable trouble rather than read ^* fl9 
in A dream seeming to know all, to find on 
awaking that they know nothing." Having, 
therefore in the three preceding numbers se? 
lected from my conservatory a few plants, of 
somewhat gayer petals and a livelier green, 
though like the Geranium tribe of a sober cha* 
.racier in the whole physiognomy and odor^ J 
shall &rrt devote a few sentences to a catalogue 
Taisonn^ of my introductory*lueubrations, and 
ihe remainder of the Essay to the prospect. 
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at to M it (Sitf be sea distiii^y iilNil 9m 
iMraMt rite. Withm a ahorl dirtM«t> 8«r«i|it 
Ways meet: Imd at tbot poiat oaly does it 
appear to lac^ that the reader will be in dattget 
ifi mistaking ttie road. Drof^migthemetapboTi 
I #otild say that there is oae ievmy the raeM^ 
ing of which has become unseMtd^ Ta:dtf» 
Inrent perscms it comr^ a difierent ide% and 
not seldom to the same persoa at difien^nt tioieai 
while the fcvee, and to a certain, ejcteiit^ Ae ia^ 
tetligibititjr «f the foUowii^ sectioaa diqpieid 
on its being interpreted in one sense e:(elii« 
sively. 

< Essays from h to IV. inclusive cooTqf 
tiie design and contents of the.wmdi,; tbs 
FftibHl>'g judgement req>ectuig the si^ and 
bis defence of himself from the cimtgea ol A^ 
rogance and Presumption. Say catlmr» tiuiit 
snch are the personal threads of the disc6«ne; 
for it will iotot hav^ escaped the Reader's ohse^ 
vation, that even in these prefatory pages fm* 
eipL^ smd truths of general interest fonntbe 
true contents, and that amid all the nitaal com- 
pliments and courtesies of the Tnfi Faunrnfli 
first presentation of himself to hisi Reader!! 



luSqwMrtahee tte mibglaMial' okject !• sliH to 
MfM the praMicabiHty, without dk^Hi^S ^ 
^ttSeultics^ of intproTii^ tiie monb of alalia 
kind bj il direct appeal to their Undergtand* 
idga; to ifhew the distinetioii betweeki Atteotioft 
and Thought, and the necesaitj of tJbe fiMrlner 
a9& habit ot di9d}^ne without whfch the vev]^ 
wbrd^ Thinkingf most remain a thoughtkni 
fttbattitnte for dreaming with our eyea open ; 
and lastlj^ the tendency of a eertfiin farikioa* 
hUe style with all its accommodatiotta to para^ 
lyie the rery faculties of manly intdlect by a 
aeries of petty stimulants. After this prepara* 
tionr The Friend prbceeds at once to lay the 
ftMiddations common to the whole woA by an 
inquiry into the duty of communeating Truths 
and the conditions under which it may be com* 
munioated with safety, from the Fifth to the 
Sixteenth Essay inclusive. Each Essay will^ 
he believte, be found coo^leat in itself, yet an 
organic part of the whole considered as one 
dis<|ttiaition. First, the inexpediency of pious 
Frauds is proved from History, the shamriess 
assertion of the indifference of Truth and Falser 
l^ood exposed to its deserved infamy^ and an 
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ftnswer given io the objection derived from the 
imppssibilitj of conveying an adequate notion 
of the truths, we may attempt to comninnicate; 
The conditions are then detailed, tmder which, 
right though inadequate notions may be taught 
without danger, and proofs given, both ttom 
f^cts and from reason, that he, who fulfils the 
eonditions required by Conscience, takes the 
^rest way of answering the purposes of Pru-* 
dence. This is, indeed, the main characteristio 
of the momi system taught by the Friend 
throughout, that the distinct foresight of CoH" 
sequences belongs exclusively to that infinite 
Wisdom which is one with that Almighty Will, 
on which all consequences dept^d ; but that/of 
4fan-^to obey the simple unconditicmal com'* 
ma&dment of eschewing every act that implies 
a sel&contradiction, or in other words, to pro-> 
duce and maintain the greatest possible Har* 
mony in the component impulses and fiEbCulties 
of bis nature, involves the effects of Prodaiee. 
It is, as it were, Prudence m-ehort-'hafuloT 
cypher, A pure Conscience, that inward some- 
thing, that d^e<Sc o(«cecoc, which being absolutely 
uniqtte no 4nan can describe^ because ^ every 
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man is bound to ibsow, and even in the ^ye of die 
Law is held to be a person no longer than he maj 
be supposed to know it — the Conscience, I say, 
bears the same relation to God, a& an accurate 
Time-piece bears to the Sun. The Time-piece 
merely indicates the relative path,of the Sun, yet 
we can regulate our plans and proceedings by it 
with the same confidence as if it was itself the 
efficient cause of light, heat, and the revolving 
seasons: on the self-evident axiom, that in 
whatever sense two things (for instance, A. and 

C D E.) are both equal to a third thing (B.) 
they are in the same sense equal to each other. 
Conning is circuitous folly. In plain English^ 
to act the knave is but a round about way of 
playjng the fool ; and the man, who will not 
permit himself to call an action by its proper 
name without a previous calculation of all its 
probable consequences, may be indeed only 
a coxcoknb, who is looking at his fingers 
through an opera glass ; bat he runs no small 
risk of becoming a knave. The chancfes are 
against him. Though he should begin by 
calculating the consequences with regard to 
others, yet by the mere habit of never con** 
Vol. I. s 
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lemidatiBg an action in its own ' propiortiDns 
i^d. immediate relations to his moral being 
it is scarcely possible but that he must end in 
aelfishness: for the tou, and.Ae thbt vill 
stand on different occasions for a thousand dif? 
ferent persons, while. the I is one only, and 
recurs in every calculation. Or grant thai tte 
principle of expediency should prompt toutbe 
same outward de^ as are commandedby 
the law of reason ; yet the dber himself is 
debased. But if it be replied, fh^ the re-actien 
on the agent's own n^ind is to form ^ patt of 
the calculation, then it is a rule, that destijQjs 
itself in the very propounding, as will be IA9^ 
fully demonstra^d in the second 9t ethical 
division of the Friend, whpn we shall baye 
detected and exposed the equivoque b^6f9i| 
fin a/cticm and the series of mot^oi^, by which 
the determinations pf the Will, are tp be 
realized \x^ the world of the senses. What 
noLodification of the latter correspond^ to the 
former, and is entitled to be called by the s^e 
name, wiU often depend on tip^e, plfkc^, pei^s 
and circumstanpes, the consideration pf which 
requires an. exertion of the judgmimt ; but ^ 



259. 

action itself rematas the, same, and Uk^ all 
other iclea9 {ire^eadsts in the reason^ ^ or (in the 
more expressive and perhaps mote, precise 
and pbildsophical language of, St. Paul) in the 
spirit, unalterable because .unconditi(Mi%l». or 
wl&no other than diat most a;wful condition^ 

ASStJRB AS God LIVETH, IT isso! 

These remarks are inserted in this( plAce, 
b^use the principle admits of easiest ijlaS"* 
tratibn an the instance of veracity and.;tbe 
actibns oonneeted with the same, and ma j 
then be intelligibly applied to mother departs 
meats of m<>rality, all of^ which Wollastbn 
kkdeed considers as. only so. niany diffetrent 
forms of truth and falsehood* ^ So far the 
Friend has treated of oral communication of 
tte truth. The ^applicability of the same prin% 
eiple is then trigd and affirmed in publications 
by the Press, first as between the individual 
imd his own coniscicnce and then t>etween the 
the publish^ and. the state :• and under 'this 
head the Friend has considered at large the 
questions of a free Press and the law of 

.... . - •. . '.J* ' . . 

* 8«e the fitpieiinni'* Iftanal. p. 23. 

s2 - 
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libeli tbe anomalies and peculiar diffieullies of 
tbh latter, and the only possible solution com- 
patible with the continuance of the former: 
a solution rising out of and justified by the 
necessarily anomalous and unique nature of 
the law itself. He confesses, that he looks back 
on this discussion concerning the Press and 
its limits with a satisfaction unusual to hiti in 
the review of his own labours: and if the date 
of their firist publication (September, 1809) be 
remembered, it will not perhaps be denied on 
an impartial compiarisony that he has treated 
this most important subject (so especially inte 
resting in the present times) more fully and 
more systematically - than it had hitherto been. 
Interim tiim' recti conscientiSi, tum illo me con- 
soler, qu6d optimis quibusque certe non iffl- 
probamur, fortassis omnibus rplacituri, »mui 
hiqne livor ab obitu conquieVerit. 
' ^Lastly, the subject is concluded even as it 
commenced, and as beseemed a disquisition 
placed as the steps and vestibule of tfee whole 
work, wifli an enforcement of the absolute 
necessity of principles grounded in reason as 
the basis or rather as the Uving root of all 
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:%enuiiie expedience. . Where these, are de* 
'^pised or at best regarded as aUens from the 
•actaal business of life, and consigned to the 
ideal world of speculative philosophy * and 
Utopian politics, instead of state- vvi^dom. we 
4shaU have state-craft, and for the talent of the 
governor the cleverness of an embarasseid spend-* 
thrift — which consists in tricks to shift off dif- 
ficulties and dangers when they are close upon 
us, ajid to keep them at arm's length, notin solid 
and grounded courses to preclude or subdue 
tbem. We must content ourselves with ex- 
pedient-makers — with fire-engines against fires,. 
Iiif&*boats against inundations ; but no houses 
built fire-proof, no dams that rise above the 
water-mark. The reader will have observed 
that already has the term, reason, beenfre- 
ijuently contradistinguished from the under- 
standing, and the judgement. If the Friend 
^ould siicceed. in fully explaining the s^ise in 
which the word Re>ason, is employed^ by him, 
and in satisfying the reader's mind concern- 
ing the grounds and importance of the distinc- 
tion, he would feel little or no apprehension con- 
cerning the intelligibility of these Essays from 
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-Af St to ' last ' Tte foUo wittg tectten ' itf Jii part 
founded od this ditftioctioa : the wEidi ranmiBiQg 
obscure, all else nyiU be 4So . as. a sj^eiaj hoivrev^r 
i^lear tfab compotieDt pai^raphs may foe, taken 
iiepafately. In the App^ndix.to hi$ first lAj 
$^moQ,the Aoibo^ has^ inde^ ttreated ttie q«^ 
•tfoii|^6onBiderable lenglb, bat chiefly:iDretatioii 
'&'tbe heights of Theology and Metaphysics. la 
thq nttt namber he attempts to explain hithseff 
inore4^^f{»iUtriy, and trosts that: with nbr'gr^ 
^e^^esditore of attention the reader will ;safiisfy 
•his mind, rtbat oar remote ancestors spoke alK 
med acqii^inted with the constituent . parts xsf 
tfaeJiT'bwn moral and intcdlectuai bcang, '^sb 
jt&ey described one man as being out of bis 
9eK9e9^ another as out of Hs wtts^ or deranged 
in kisunderatandingy and a third as having 
bmt'his reason*. Observe, the understandiog 
may be deranged^ weaJc^ned^ ;or pervertedr; 
but ti» reason is .either hat or not lost,^ that iSi 
whMlj pr^eut or whqtty abs^t. 



ESSAY V. 



#>»i##'#i#»i»#» 



Man may rather be defined a religions than a rational 
tibaracter, in regard that in other creatures there may 
be something of Reason^lint there is nothing of Religion. 

HAEEimntNi* 



^»^#>#<»»^#^x>»»# 



IF the Reader will substitute the word 
f* Understanding" for ** Reason/' and die word 
" Reason** for " Religion," Harrington has here 
completely expressed the Truth for which the 
Friend is contending. But that this was Har* 
xington's meaning is evident. Otherwise instead 
of comparing two faculties with each other, he 
would contrast a faculty with one of its own 
objects, which would involve the same ab- 
surdity as if he had said, that man might rather 
be defined an astronomical than a seeing ani- 
mal, because other animals possessed the sense 
of Sight, but were incapable of beholding the 
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satellites of Saturn, or the nebulie of fixed 
stars. If further confirmation be necessary, it 
may be supplied by the following reflections, tbe 
leading thought of which I remember to have 
read in the works of a continental Philosopher. 
It should seem easy to give the definite dis- 
tinction of the Reason from the Understandipg» 
because we constantly imply it when we speak 
of tbe difference between ourselves and the 
brute creation. No one, except as a figure of 
speech, ever speaks of an animal reason;* but 

* I have this moment looked over a Translation of 
BlamenlMieh^s Physiology by Dr. EUiotson, which forms 
a glaicing exception^ p. 45. I do not know. Dr. EUiotsoD^ 
but I do know Profe38or Blamenbach, and was an assi- 
duous attendanioQ the J^ectares, of which this classical 
work was the text-book: and I know tliat that good and 
great man would start back with surprize and indignation 
at the gross materialisib morticed on to his work : the 
Wiore so because during the whole period, in whieh the 
identification of Man with the 3rute in kind was ib$ 
fashion ofNaturalist^t, Blumepb^ch remained ardent asid 
instant in controverting the opinioQ, i^nd exposing its 
fallacy and falsehood, both as a man of sense and as a 
-Naturalist. I ma^ truly say, that it was uppermost in 
^bia heart and foremost in his i^eech. Therefore^ and 
frgmpQ hPDtile fee^inj; to Pr, Elliptgon (wl^om I \^^ 
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that many animals possess a share of Under? 
standings perfectly distinguishable from mere 
Instinct, we all allow. Few persons have a 
favorite dog without making instances of its 
intelligence an occasional topic of conversation. 
They call for our admiration of the tndwidf(d 
animaly and not with exclusive reference to the 
.Wisdom in Nature, as in the case of the storg^ or 
matenial instinct of beasts; or, of the hiexangular 
cells of th^ bees, and the w<Hi<ierf^l coincidence 
of this form with the geometrical demonstra^ 
tion of the largest possible number of rooms 
in a given space. Likewise, we di^tinguurii 
various degrees of Understimding there, and 
even discover from inductions supplied by the 
Zoologists, that the Understanding appears (as 
a general rule) in an inverse proportion to tiie 
Instinct We hear little or nothing of the in- 
stincts of *^ the half-reasoning elephant," and 
as little of the Understanding of Caterpillars 

spoken of with great regard and respect, and to whom I 
mygelf give credit for his manly opennett in fho apopjiti 
of his opinions) I have felt the present animadversion a 
duly of justice as well as gratitude. 

S. T. C. 8 April, 1817. 



<-. 
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and Batlerities. (N. B. Thodgh reaim^nimo 
does tkot in our lan^age, in thelaxnse of 
motds natural in conversation or popular writ- 
ings» imply scientific conclusion, yet ihi phrase 
** half-reasoning" is evidently used by Pope as 
jt poetic hyperbole.) But Reason ik wholly 
denied, equally to the highest as to the lowest 
v)f the brutes ; otherwise it must be whoUy at- 
tributed to them, and with it therefore Self* 
eonsciottsness, and personcUifyf or Moral 
Skdng." 

.1 should have no objection to define Reason 
.with Jacobiy and with his friend Hemster* 
hois, .as an organ birring the same relation to 
spiritoal objects, the Universal, the Eternal, 
^d: the Necessary, as the eye bears to material 
flsd Contingent pb«nom6na. But then it most 

r 

h^ added, that it is an organ identical with 
itsjappropriate objiects. Thus, God, the Soul, 
etellnal Truth, jS:c. are the objects of Reason ; 
but they are themselves reason. We name 
God the Supreme Reason ; and Milton says,j^ 
^-Whetfce theiSoul^ea^on receives, and Reason 
is'ber Being." Whatever is conscious Self' 
Knowledge is Reason ; and in this sense it may 
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lie mMy defined the. oifan of the Soper* 
jHmsaous ; even as the Undentaniiing whereTer 
it does not possess or use the Reason, as a&o* 
llier.and inward eye, may be dehned the con« 
oeptiovr of the Sensuous, -or the faculty by 
whidi we generalize and arrange the pfaacno- 
mena of perception: that faculty, the fuBC<« 
Hams of which contain the rules and constitute 
fliiei posdbility ot outward Experience. In 
ihort, the Understanding supposes something 
flxat is undtsr^tood. This may be merely its 
owi^ acts or forms, that is, formal Logic ; but 
real objects, the materials, of ^tf&^ton^ia^kndw^ 
ledge, must be furnished, we might safely say 
rev^aledj to it by Orga^ns of Sense. The un« 
derstanding of the higher Brutes has only or* 
goiui of outward sedse, and consequently ma* 
terial objects only ; bfit man's understjanding 
has likewise an organ of inward sense, and 
tbereCoce the power of acquieunting itself withi 
iii'eisible realities or spirituial objects. This 
organ is his Reason. Again, the Under- 
standing and Experience may exist* without 

* Of thit no one would feel inclined to doubt, i^<* 
had teen the poodle dog, whom the celebrated Blii7MB?r- 
BACtl, a name 90 dear to science, As a physiologist and 
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Reason. But Reason cannot exist wiibout 
'Understanding ; nor does it or can it manifest 
itself but in and through the understanding, which 
iA our elder writers is often called discourse^ 
or the discursive (aLCuLty^ as by Hooker, Lord 
Bacon, and Hobbes: and an understanding 
enlightened by reason Shakespear gives as the 
contra-distinguishing character of man, under 
the name discourse qf reasoTL Itx short, the 
human understanding possesses two distinct 
organs, the outward sense, and '' the mind's 
eye" which is reason : wherever we use that 
phrase (the mind's eye) in its proper sense, 
and not as a mere synonyme of the memory or 
the fancy. In this way we reconcile the pro- 
mise of Reyelation, that the blessed will see 
God, with ihe declarati<Hi of St John, Gnd 
hath no one seen at any time« 
1 ■■■ • ■ ... . • - 

G0|iipanUiv« Anaftonust, aad not. leis dear as a man, to' 
all Bnglishmen who have ever resided at <prottin|;en iq 
the course of their edacation, trained up, not only to hatch 
the eggs of the hen with all the mother's care and patl- 
^nee, liat to attend the chicken afterwards, and find the 
food for them. I have mysejf .known a Newibtindhuid 
dog, who watted and gaarded a family <^ yomig children 
yith all the intelligenee of a nnrse, .during their walki^ . 
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' W^ will add on6 other illustration to prevent 
anj misconoeptioD, as if we were dividing &e 
human soul into different essences, or ideal 
persons. In this piece of steel I acknowledge 
the properties of hardness, brittleness, high 
polish, and the capability of forming a mirror. 
I find all these likewise in the plate glass of a 
friend's carriage ; but in addition to all these, 
I find the qualit j of transparency, or the power 
of transmitting as well as of reflecting the rays 
of light. The application is obvious^ 

If the reader therefore will take the trouble 
of bearing in mind these an4 the .following 
explanations, he will have removed before 
hand every possible difficulty from the Friend's 
political section. For there is another use of 
the word, Reason, arising out of the former in- 
deed, but less definite, and more exposed to 
misconception. In this latter use it means tjie 
understanding considered as using the Reason^ 
so far as by the organ of Reason only we possess 
theideas of the Necessary and theUhiversal; and 
this is the more common use of the word, when 
it is applied with any attempt at clear and dis- 
tinct conceptions. In tl^is narrower and deri-^ 
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Vi^Te ficusQ itbe beit ddbi^iUo^ of Beftfon, wirich 
I.:ean. give, Mill be found itt the tbird meibber 
of the fbllpwHig sentence, in wbicki the ooder- 
gtonding is describe, in its threefold operfr- 
tioD« and ffom each receives an appropriate 
name. The Sense^ (vis sensitiva vel intaitiva) 
jperceives : Vis r€$g;uiatrix (the nnderstaodiiig, 
j^ its Qirn ^ peculiair:op6ration) iC^OTtceives : Vis 
rationalis (the Reason. or ratiphalijeed undefi- 
atonding) ctMnjprtoAefufa. The irst is impressed 
through the organs of sense; the second, cbili^ 
hiiies these miiltifarious impressions into 'in- 
diTidualJN^ofi'oJMv and by^jredueiiig these nb^ 
Ii0&s to Rules^ 'aceordinig to the analogy id afl 
it^ fordier notices,^onditateaii21r^me»ee :. Ak 
thif d ;snboidinates both ; these . notions and 1b^ 
rulos of Experience to absolute P|tiiK:iPL]te 
or heoessarj LAiira: and thiis concerning ohf 
j€ist% which our experience has proved to have 
;rea/ existence^ it demonistrates moreover, in 
what way they arepo^^tUc^ and in doing tbis 
constitntes Science. .Reason therefore, in tfaiii 
secondary sense, and used, no^ as a spiritual 
Orgbn bat as a FacuUy (namely, the Under^ 
fitandingor Soul e)i/»gA^eiiec{ by tbatorgan)-^ 
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Raaspn, I $aj> or the mdent^ Faculty, is tt^ 
InteUectioii of ihe postibUity ot e^sentiql pro- 
perties of things by mews of the Laws that 
constitute theip. Thus the rational idea of a 
Circle is that of a figure constituted bj the cir- 
cumvolution of a straight line with its one end 
fixed. 

Evegr man must feel, that though he may, 
not be^exerting different faculties, he is exerting 
his %ci4ties in a difi<erent. way,, when in one 
inst^ce }iq begins with some one self-evident 
truth, (that the radii of a circle, for instance^ 
1^^ all equal,) and in consequence of this being 
true^ jsees at once, without aay actual ex- 
pe^enpe, ;^at some other thiog must be^K^ 
hkewise, and that, this being true, sofne third 
tiung-must be equally true, and so on till he 
comes, we will say, tq the properties of the 
lever, considered as the spoke of a circle jl 
which is capable of haying aU its marvellous 
powers demonstrated even to a savage wl)ia 
had never seen a lever, and without supposing; 
a^y other previous knowledge in his mind, but 
fh^s.one, that there is a conceivable figure^ 
all possibly lines from the middle to the cir- 
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cumference of which are of the same length r 
or when, in the second instance, he brings^ 
together the facts of experience, each of Vrhich 
has its own separate ralue, neither encreased 
nor diminished hj the truth of any othelr iact 
which may have preceded it ; and making these 
several facts bear upon some particular project, 
and finding some in favour of it, and some 
against it, determines for or against the project, 
according as one or the other class of facts 
preponderate: as, for instance, whether it 
would be better to plant a particular spot oY 
ground with larch, or with Scotch fir, or wttlir- 
6^^ preference to either. Surely every liiaff 
wmacknowledge, that his mind was very dif- 
ferently employed in the first case from what 
it was in the second ; and all men have agreed 
to call the results of the first class' the truths 
of science, such as not only are true, but which 
it is impossible to conceive otherwise r while 
the results of the second class are ceMed/actSy 
or things of experience : and as to these latter 
we must often content ourselves with the grcBi/iier 
probabilityy that they are so, or so, rather than 
otherwise^— nay,' even when we havfe no doubt 
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that they are so in the particulaif cieuse; ^e 
never presume to assert that they must comtmue 
so always, and under all circumstances; On 
flie contrary, our conclusions depend altogether 
on contingent circumatances. Now when (be 
mind is employed, as in tbe case first-mentioned^- 
I call it Reasoningy or the use o^ tie pure 

t a 

Reason ; but, in the second casie, Ihe Under" 
etanding or Prudence, 

This reason applied to the motives of our 
conduct, and combined with the sense of bur 
tDoral responsibility, is the conditional cause of- 
tmkciincey which is a spiritual seftse or testi- 
fying state of the coincideiice or discordance 
Of ihe FRiiE WILL with the Reason. But as the 
Reaisoning consists wholly in a man's power of 
^irig, whether any two ideas, which happen 
fe be in his B&ind, are, or are not in contradic- 
non wJth each other, it follows of necessity, not 
onfy that all men have reason, but that every 
iiSan has it in the same degree. For Reason- 
ing (or Reason, in this its secondary sense) 
does noi consist in the Ideas, or in their 
ifeaifness, but simply, when they are iii the 

Vol, i ^ T 
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mind, in seeing whether they contradict each 
other pr no. 

And again, as in the determinations of Con- 
science the only knowledge required is that of 
mj own intention — whether in doing such a 
thing, instead of leaving it undone, I did what 
I should, think right if any other person had 
done it ; it follows that in the mere question of 
guilt or innocence, all men have not only 
Reason equally, but likewise all the materials 
on which the reason, considered as ConaciencCj 
is to work. But when we pass out of our- 
selves, and speak, not exclusively of the agent 
as meaning well or ill, but of the action in its 
consequences, then of course experience is re- 
quired, judgment in making use of it, and all 
those other qualities of the mind which are so 
differently dispensed to different persons^ both 
by nature and education. And though th 
reason itself is the same in all men, yet the. 
means of exercising it, and the materials (i. e. 
the facts and ideas) on which it is exercised, 
being possessed in very different degrees by, 
different persons, the practical Result is, o( 
course, equally different^-and the whote ground 
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y/fotk of Rotuseau'tf Philosophy ends in a mere 
Nothingism. — Even in that branch of knowledge, 
on which theitieasj on the congruitj of which 
with each other, the Reason is to decide, are all 
possessed alike by all m«i, namely, in Geometry, 
(for all men in their senses possess all the compo* 
noit images, vis. «mpfecurvesand straight lines) 
yet the power of ctttention required for the per- 
ception of linked Truths, even of such Truths, 
is so very diflferent in A and in B, that Sir Isaac 
Newton professed that it was in this power only 
that he was superior to ordinary men. In diort, 
the sophism is as gross as if I should say — ^The 
8oful8 of all men have thefactUty of sight in an 
egtia^ degree — ^forgetting to add, that this faculty 
cannot be exercised without eyeSf and that some 
men are blind and others short-sighted, &c. — and 
should then take advantage of this my omission 
to conclude against the use or necessity of spec- 
tacles, microscopes, d^c. — or of chusing the 
sharpest sighted men for our guides. 

Having exposed this gross sophism, I must 
warn against an opposite error — ^namely, that 
if Reason, as distinguished from Prudence, 
consists merely in knowing that Black cannot 

t2 
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teWhite^-^r wliep a ffian has a etoar eonbe)[f-' 
tioQ ol on inclo8€id figar«, attid another eqasiAf 
•leal* conception of a stnugbtlitie, 6is Reasctt 
teacbcbihlm that these tw6* coiiceptioiis are in- 
€<)ttipatible in ihe game ol^ject, i.e. that't^d 

straight lilies cannot imchidd' a spa(>fe i&i 

i$id Reason must be a v«ry in9ignifibm£ -ft* 
etdty". But a moment's steady self^refi^'tidtf 
irfllshew ns, that in the shnple-^etermkiatiptt 
«< BJaok is not.WKte^'— or, « that twa stfaigW 
lihes cannojt include a <spade^' — dfl the p^tr^rs 
ate implied, that distiagiiish Mail firom M\^ 
mais--^st^ the pow6« of f&fl€iCtionr—2A: 6i 
toniparisbn — Sd. and therefore Of susipenaim 
of the t«iiid-4th. therefore Of a oontf oiling wiV^ 
ftad the power, of acting ftom mfionsy instead 
ht mete images exciting clppetifeis; from mo: 
tiiiea] and;notfrom mere AAikinkUncts. ^t'asif 
fi& tn^gi^ficant thing to weigh the Planets, to 
determine all their courses, and prophecy every 
possible relation of the Heavens a thousand 
2f?6'aifs' hfefnce ? Yet' all fiis mighty chain of 
Science is noAing but a ZMHngf together of 
trut^ of the same kind, as, the i^Holeia gteater 
than its part:--^Ty if A ted.B =rr C, theii 
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'A = B — or3-+4 = 7, therefore 7 -|. 5 = 12, 
and so forth. X is to be found either in A or B, 
or C. or D : It is not found in A, B, or C, 
therefore it is to be found in D. — What can be 
simpler? Apply this to an animal — a Dog 
misses his master where four roads meet — ^he 
has come up one, smells to two of the others, 
and then with his head aloft darts forward to 
fte third road without any examination. If 
this was done by a conclusion, the Dog would 
have Reason — how comes it then, that he never 
shews it in his ordinary habits ? Why does this 
story excite either wonder or incredulity ? — If 
the story be a fact, and not a fiction, I should 
say — the Breeze brought his Master's scent 
down the fourth Road to the Dog's nose, and 
that therefore he did not put it down to the 
Road, as in the two former instances. So aweful 
and almost miraculous does the simple act of con- 
cluding, that take ^from 4, there remains one^ 
appear to us when attributed to the most saga- 
cious of all animals. 
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Hoc POTISSIMUM f ACTO FBLI^EM 4C MAGNUM 
RE6EM SE FORE JUDICANS: NON SI QUAM PLURIMI8 
SED SI QUAM OPTIMIS IMPERET. PROINDE PARUM 
ESSE PUTAT JUSTIS PRiESIDIIS RE6NUM SUUM 
MUNIISSE, NISI IDEM VIRIS ERUDITIONE JVXTA AG 
VIT^ INTE6RITATE PRJBCELI<E!^IBU8 DITET ATQUE 
BONESTET. MIMIRUM INTELLI6IT, HiEC DEMUM 
]SSSE VERA REGNI DECORA, HAS VERAS OPES. 
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ESSAY I. 



Dtan POLITICI ttEpiusenU' homimibu9 nutgit in$i» 

'diaatmr quam contulunt^ potius calUdi quam 9apiente9 ; 

THKoaETici e contrario 9e rem divinam facerf^ et 

Mopieniiw ovlmen aitingere credunt^ qunndq I^umth 

mam naturatn^ qua nullibi est., muUis madie laudfirei^ 

ei earn, qu€Pre vera eet^ dictis laceesere narunU Vhdi^ 

factum eet^f ut nunquam Ppliticam cono^erinf ^ua 

f099it ad usumreeofiori; sed qua iu Utopi(i vel im 

^l0 poetiwum aureo wcuio^ ubi sciiieet mtficme neet^M 

frai, wstUt^potuieset. • At mfhi plane per$iifa4eo^ ■E^f* 

ferientiamamniif cMtafum genera^ qua ^ncipiposeinaf 

vt homines concarditermivanty et sim^imediay q^i^u^ 

multitudo dirigiy sen quibus intra certos limite^cou^ 

iineri debeat^ ostendisse: ita uf non credam, noM 

posse aliquid, quod ab experienta sive praxi non ab-j 

\orreaty epgitatione d^ bac re assequiy quqd nondun\ 

expertum ^ompertumq^ sit* v 

.^Cum igitur animum ad PoHtieamaftpl^cuefin^ ^i^i^ 
quod novum vel inauditum est ; sedj tantym ea ^t^at 
cm praxi optime eonveniunty C&rtd at indubitati^ 
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raiiane demomMttmre and ex ip^d kwmmuB nahtrw em- 

ditione deuueere, imtendi. Ei ni ea qtuB ad lume 

eoientiam Mpeetantj eadem aiaimi libertate^ quA re» 

maihemaiiea9 solemmsy inquirereaiy sedulo cnravi hn- 

manas actiones non ridere, non Ingere, neqne detestari ; 

fed intelligere. Nee- ad imperii eeeuritaiem referi 

quo animo homines indueaatar ad res rede admini* 

etrandum^ modo res reeie adaUniairenimr. Animi 

enim iibertae^ seu fortitudo^ privata virtue eat; at 

imperii virtue eeeuritaa. 

Spinoza op. Poet. p. 267. 

Translation, — While the mere practical States- 
nan too often rather plo^« against mankind, than Qonsults 
their interest, crafty not wise ; the mere Theorists, 
on the other hand, imagine that they are employed in 
a glorionfl work, and believe themselves at the very 
•ttmmit of earthly Wisdom, when they are able, in set 
and varied language, to extol that Hnman Nature, which 
^xista no where (except indeed in their own fancy) and 
to accuse and vilify our nature as it really is. Hence it 
has happened, that these men have never conceived a 
practicable scheme of civil policy, but, at best, such 
forms of Government only, as might have been instituted 
in Utopia, or during the golden age of the poets : that 
is to say, forms of government excellently adapted for 
those who peed no government at all. But I am fully 
persuaded, that experience has already brought to light 
all conceivable sorts of political Institutions under which 
bnman tocieiiy can be maintained in concord, and like- 
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wise the ehief meami of directing the miiltitade, .or 
reUimng them within ^iven boundaries: so thftt I can 
hardly believe, that on this sabject the deepest research 
would arrive at any result, not abhorrent from experience 
and practice, which has not been already tried and proved. 
- When, therefore, I applied my thoughts to the study of 
Political Economy, I proposed to myself nothing original 
or strange as the fruits of my reflections ; but simply 
to demonstrate from plain and undoubted principles, 
or to deduce from the very condition and necessities of 
human nature, those plans and maxims which square the 
best with practice. And that in all things which relate 
to this province, I m|ght conduct my investigations with 
the sanae freedom of intellect with which we proceed 
in questions of pure science, I sedulously disciplined 
my mind neither to laugh at, or bewail, or detest, the 
actions of men; but to understand them. For to the 
safety of the state it is not of necessary importance, 
what motives induce men to administer public affairs 
rightly, provided only that public affairs be rightly 
administered. For moral strength, or freedom from tbe- 
selfish passions, is the virtue of ipdividuals ;.bttt security 
is the virtue of a state. 



i»»^*<»»^#i»r 



ON THE PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. 

ALL the different philosophical systems o£ 
political justice, all the Theories on the rightful 
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Origin of Gorernment, are reducible Ib tbe esd 
Id three classes, correspondent to the three 
different points of view, in which the Human 
Being itself may be contemplated. The first 
denies all truth a^^d distinct meaning to the 
words, Bight and Duty, ^od affirming that 
tbe human mind consists of notfamg, but mani- 
fold modifications of passive sensation, coh'' 
siders men as the highest sort of animals indeed, 
but at the same time the most wretched ; inas- 
much as their defenceless nature forces them 
into society, while such is the multipliifiitj of 
wants engendered by the social state; thai, 
flie wishes of one are sure to be in contra- 
diction with those of some other. The as- 
iSertors of this system consequently ascribe the 
origin and continuance of Goverpment to fear, 
or the power of the stronger, aided by the force 
of custom. This is the system of Hobbes. 
Its statement is its confutation. It is, indeed, 
in the literal sense of the word preposterous: 
for fear pre-supposes conquest, and conques[t 

• • • • 

a previous union and agreement between the 
conquerors. A vast Empire may perhaps be 
governed by fear ; at least the idea is not 
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absBIttt^lj iBooneeirable) ondeSr ottcmaastant^ 
IfiUcfa prevent the coDscionsness of a tomxaoat 
uttength. A^millioii of men united by inutaal 
confidence and free inlercolirse of thoughts 
knad one power, . and this is as nnich^ a real 
tiring as a. steam engine ; bat a mitlicm of in- 
sulated ittditidaals is only ah abstraction of thcr 
mJOQd, . and bat one told so many times over 
without addition, as an ideot wotild tell ibe' 
dock at nobn— r^ne, one, one, ^c. But when^ 
1^ fiie first instancei^, th^ descendants of one 
funily joinedtogether to attack those of (mother 
iiunily, it is iinp4>siiible ibat their chief or leader> 
diiould have appeared to them stronger tbaa 
all ihe rest together: they must therefore have 
eUoseffi him, and this as fov partkaiar par« 
poses, so doubtless under particular conditions, 
expressed or miderstood. .Such we know tor 
be the ca:se with the Norfii American tribes^ at 
piiesent; such we are informed by History, 
was the case with otn^ own remote ancestors, 
Thierefore, even on the system of those who, 
iiiiioptempt of the oKdest and most authentic 
rboords, i6oASider the savage as the first and. 
vbtoral State of nian, g6vermnent miist have» 



886 

artgiiUUed in choice and an agreemeat Tile 
apparent exceptions in Africa and Asia are^ 
if possible, still more subversive of this system : 
for they will be found to have originated in 
religious imposture, and the first chiefs to have 
secured a wiUing and enthusiastic obedience 
to themselves, as Delegates of the Deity. 

But the whole Theory is baseless. We are 
told by History, we learn from oiir experience^ 
we know from our own hearts, that fear, of it- 
self, is utterly incapable of producing any 
regular, continuous and calculable effect, even 
on an individual ; and that the fear, which 
does act systematically upon the mind, always 
presupposes a sense of duty, as its cause. The 
most cowardly of the European nations, the 
Neapolitans and Sicilians, those among whom 
the fear of decith exercises the most tyrannous 
influence relatively to their own persons, are 
the very men who least fear to tlEike away the 
life of a fellow-citisen by poison or assassina- 
tion ; while in Great Britain, a tyrant, who has 
abused the power, which a vast property has 
given him, to oppress a whole neighbourhood, 
can walk in safety unarmed, and unattended. 
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amid a huadred men, each of wbotn feels hii^ 
heart bum with rage and indignation at the 
sight of him. ^' It was this Man who broke 
my Father's* heart — " or, " it is through Him 
that my Children are clad in rags, and cry for 
the Food which I am no longer able to pro- 
vide for them." And yet they dare not touch 
a hair of his head ! Whence does this arise ? 
Is it from a cowardice of sensibility that makes 
the injured man shudder at the thought of shed- 
ding blood ? Or from a cowardice of selfish- 
ness which makes him afraid of hazarding his 
own life ? Neither the one or the other ! The 
Field of Waterloo, as the most recent of an 
hundred equal proofs, has borne witness, 

That «' bring a Briton fra his hill, 



Bay, such is Royal George^s will, 
And therein the foe, 
He has nae thought but how to kill 

Twa at a blow, 
Nae cauld, faint-hearted doublings tease hjm ; 
lieath comes, wi* fearless eye he sees him ; 
Wi- bloody hand, a welcome gies him ; 

And when he fa^s 
His latest draught o^ breathin leaves him 

In faint huzzas *' 
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. Whcftoe fbeQ arutes the differeitee cf {4s^ 
ia the fotmer cateS To wbt± does th€ qs 
pressor oinre Ms safety ? To the spirit qudfioig 
thought : the laws o{ God and 6f mj coontty 
have made, his life sacked ! I. dare not touch 8 
hair of hi^ bead Ir-'^Tis^Comici^ce that maka 
Cowards of us aU," — :but oh ! it is Conscieiu^ 
too which makes Heroes of us all. 



ESSAY II. 



Lb plu9 'fort iCwi JamaU a»»ez fart pour 4tre 
toujoan |0 maiire^ 9Ui ne iran^orme ta force eh 
droU oi robeiooo^eo on dovoir* Roussbav. 

Ymhunparantur provineUe^ iuio retitMmtur, JgUw 
breve id gauditun, qtUppe Germani vieti magio^ quane^ 
iomiti. Flob. iyl2. 

Tr ANSLATiov. — The strongeit ig never strong enough 
to be aiwap9 the master, unless he transform his Power ^ 
into Right and Obedienee into Duty. RovssEAU. 

Provinees are taken by forcie, but they are kept by 
right This exultation therefore was of brief con- 
tinuance, inasmuch as the Germans had been overcome, 
but not subdued. FliORUS. 

A TRULY great man, (the best and greatest 
public character that I had ever the opportunity 
of making myself acquainted with) on as- 
suming the command of a man of war, found 
a mutinous crew, more than one half of them 
uneducated Irishmen, and of the remainder no 

u 
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small portion had become sailors by com- 
promise of punishment. What terror could 
effect by severity and frequency of cu^ts of dis- 
cipline, had been abrendy effected. And what 
was this effect ? Something like that of a polar 
vrinter on a flask of brandy. The furious spirit 
concentered itself with tenfold strength at the 
heart ; open violence was changed into secret 
plots and conspiracies; and the consequent 
Drderliness of the crew, as far as ihey were 
orderly, was but the brooding of a tempest 
The new commander instantly commenced a 
system of discipline eis near as possible to that 
of ordinary law — as much as possible, he 
avoided, in his own person, the appearance of 
fMiy will or arbitrary power to vary, ot tatt- 
mik, punishment The rtiles to be observed 
were affixed to a conspicuous part of the ship, 
with the particular penalties for the breach of 
each particular rule ;. and cafe was taken that 
every individual of the ship should know and 
understand this code. With a an^e ex* 
ception ia the case of mutinous beliaviottr, a 
space of tMrenty*four hours was i^pointed 
between the first charge and the second hearing 
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dfAe twntm, hi whibh (itte.thtft accused person 
Was pcnnifted and required to brulg forward 
wbat^rer lie thought condttCiye to his defence 
or fmliialion. If^ as w«i tsommonly th^ case 
(for tke officers well knew that the Oommander 
WotM iseriovsljr resent in them all cttprice df 
mill, tetad by no means permit to others what 
he denied to liilnself) if ao answer cou}d h^ 
retamed to the ttoee quesfions-^Did yon not 
eommtt the act? Did yoa not know tha^ 
it was in cdntempt of such a rule, and in de- 
fiance of such a punishment? Aadwas it 
sot wineily in your own power to liaVe ob^y^ed 
tkt daeaad avoided the otter ?'>---Uie seat^iC# 
wats Uleii peissed with the -greatest solemnity^ 
and another, ibat shorter^ l(paoe 6f time ^a9 
a|^ ijaiU&ipused 'between ^ and its actual 
execvtiett. Durhi^ this is|>aoe the ISceUngs of 
ht e c w h fl iapder, asaiaiui, wiere«o w^ blended 
with iiis inilexifavlity, as tbe organ of the law ; 
and IkiW tmxch he snfPeifed previovs to and 
ixaitg Utte execntioa of Hie sientetice was so 
weH k^Eown to the crew, 4hatit becanfe a cbin- 
man saying with tiiem, when a sailor was 
about to be punish^, ** Tbe oaptdhi take$i 

u 2 
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it more to heart than the fellow himself." But 
whenever the commander perceived any trait 
of pride in the offender, or the germs of any 
noble feeling, he lost no opportunity of saying, 
^^ It is not the pain that yon are about to soffer 
which grieves me! You are none of you, I 
trust, such cowards as to turn faint-hearted at 
the thought of thai! but that, being a man; 
and one who is to fight for his king and coun- 
try, you should have made it necessary to 
treat you as a vicious beast, it is this that 
grieves me/' ' 

I have been assured, both by a gentleman 
who was a lieutenant on board that ship at the 
time when the heroism of its captain, aided by 
his characteristic calmness and foresight, greatly 
influenced the decision of the most glorious 
battle recorded in the annals of our naval 
glory; and very recently by a grey-lieaded 
sailor, who did not even know my name, or 
could have suspected that I was previously ac- 
quainted with the circumstances — I have be«i 
assured, I say, that the success of this plan was 
such as astonished the oldest officers, and con- 
vinced the most incredulous. Ruffians, who 
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like the old Buccaneers, had been used to in- 
flict torture on themselves for sport, or in order 
to harden themselves beforehand, were tamed 
and overpowered, how or why they themselves 
knew not. From the fiercest spirits were heard 
the most earnest entreaties for the forgiveness 
of their commander: not i^ore the punishment, 
for it was too well known that then thefy would 
have been to no purpose, but days after it, 
when the bodily pain was remembered but as 
a dream. An invisible power it was, that 
quelled them, a power, which was therefore 
irresistible,^ because it took away the very will 
of resisting? It was the aweful power of 
Law, acting on natures pre-configured to its 
influeaceSiT A Faculty was appealed to in the 
Offender's own being; a Faculty and a Pre- 
sence, of which he had not been previously 
made aware — but it answered to the appeal! 
its real existence therefore could not be doubted, 
or its reply rendered inaudible ! and the very 
struggle of the i$;ilder passions to keep upper^ 
most counteracted its own purpose, by wasting 
in internal contest that energy, which before 
had acted in its entireness on e;3ctemal resist* 
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ance or provocation. Strength may be met 
with strmgth ; the power of inflictiDg pain may 
be baflBed by the pride of endurance ; the eye 
of rage may be answered by the stare of de* 
fhince, or the downcast look of dark and re* 
vengeful resolve ; and with all this there is an 
outward and determined object to which flie 
mind can attach its passions and purposes, and 
bury its own disquietudes ip the full occupation 
of Oke senses. But who dares struggle with an 
invisible combatant? with an enemy which 
exists and makes us know its existence — bpt 
where it is, we ask in vain. — No space eoo- 
tttins it — ^time promises no control over it-^it 
has no ear for my threats — it has no substance, 
that my hands can grasp, or my weapons fod 
vukierable--rit commands and cannot be coin- 
manded — it acts and is insuscef^ble of my r^ 
aeftion — the more I strive to subdue it, the inoie 
am I ^^ompelled to Ikink of it^and the mom 
I think of it, the more do I fiod it to poiBSCSS 
a reality out of myself, and not to be a phaa* 
torn of my own iataginataoQi ; that all, bat the 
■most abandoned lAen, acknowJodge itsaiitho- 
riCy, and that tibe whole .stren^ land aiajesty 
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of my country are pledged to support it ; and 
yet that.^ me its poorer is the same frith ttial 
ef my own pernument Self, and that all the 
ohoice, which is permitted to me, consists in 
having it for my Guardian Angel or my aveiig<« 
ing Fiend 2 This is the Spirit of Law ! the L^te 
of Amphion, the Harp of Orpheus ! This is the 
true necessity, which compels man into the sot 
Qtal state, now and always, by a still'^beginnittg, 
iiever-ceasing force of moral cohesion* 

Thus is man to be goyemed, and thus only 
can he be gQVjpmed. For from his creation thQ 
objects of his senses were to become his sulaileetSy 
and the task allotted to him was to subdue the 
Tiaibie world within the sphere of action cit'* 
eiwsoribed by those senses, as far as they could 
^^ iq concert. What the eye beholds the 
band strives to ranch; what it reaches, it 
Qpnquers and makes the instrument of furthes 
conquest We can be subdued by that alone 
which is analogous in kind to that by which 
ire subdue : therefore by the invisible powera 
of our nature, whose immedic^te presence is 
4isclQSfd to our inner sense, and only as the 
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aymbote and language of which all shapes and 
laodifications of matter become formidable to us. 
' A machine continues to move by the foroe 
which first set it in motion. If only the smallest 
number in any state, properly so called, bold 
together through the influence of any fear that 
does not itself presuppose the sense of dntjj 
it is evident that the state itself could not have 
commenced through animal fear. We hear, 
indeed, of conquests; but how does History 
represent these? Almost without exception as 
the substitution of one set of governors for 
another: and so far is the conqueror from 
relying on fear alone to secure the obedience 
of the conquered, that his first step is to demand 
an oath of fealty from them, by which be 
would impose' upon them the belief, that they 
become subjects : for who would think of ad* 
minii^ering an oath to a gang of slaves ? But 
what can make the difference between slave 
and subject, if not the existence of an implied 
contract in the one case, and not in the other? 
And to what purpose would a contract serve 
if, howeyer it inight be entered into through 
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teaiy it were deemed bmding only in con- 
sequence of fear? To repeat my former illus- 
leration — where fear alone is relied on, as in 
a slave ship, the chains that bind the poor 
victims must be material chains : for these only 
can act upon feelings which have their source 
wholly in the materihl organization. Hobbes 
has said, that Laws without the sword are but 
bits of parchment. How far this is true, every 
honest man's heart will best tell him, if he will 
content himself with asking his own heart, 
and not falsify the answer by his notions con« 
ceming the hearts of other men. But were it 
true, still the fair answer would be — Well ! but 
without the Laws the sword is but a piece of 
iron. The wretched tyrant, who disgraces 
the present age and human nature itself, had 
exhausted the whole magazine of animal terror, 
in order to consolidate his truly satanic Govern- 
ment But look at the new French catechism, 
and in it read the misgivings of the monster'^ 
miad, as to the sufficiency of terror alone! The 
jsyfitem, which I have been confuting, is indeed 
so inconsistent with the facts revealed to us by 
our own mind, and so utterly unsupported by 
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opy bfiis 0t Higtoxj» thf4 1 phoiUd be ceiumt 
rftUe ip wasting my own t^me and .197 ]^^&4^'f 
mttiepce by the exposure pf its falfeboo4i b^f 
^t tbe argupi9nts ftdduced l^ave ^ v$d^^ of 
^emselves independent of their present Srppb* 
ci^ion. Els^ it wQn^d }>avQ b^n ^Ji ampl^ 
fuid satisfactory reply to an m;sertor of this 
])eftial Thepry — Govennpi^t is a tbinf; whicb 
rel^tfiis to pen, and wbl^t you.s^y applies pnly 
lol^easts. 

Before I proceed to the s^o^d of the three 
Systems, let me r^n^pve a possible mi^uD4^^ 
standing that may have arisen from tbe use 
pf the word Contract : as if I h^ asserted, 
^at the whole du^ of obedience to Govempr? 
i& derived from, and dependent on, the fact 
9f. an original Contract. I freely admit, tl^af 
to ma]^e this the cause and o'iffin pf political 
ph)igatiQA, is not only a dapgerous but 9^ 
absurd Tb^ory ; for w^f^t co|:(ld give mor^ 
foroe to the Contract ? Tbe s|^# sf use a| 
pfiij which binds us to keep it, mi^st hi^ve pr^ 
existed as impelling us to make it. fox wbft 
man ip. his sens^.s would regard ^e faithful 
qbservation of^ contraci entered Into to plunder 
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a neighbouf't home, but wi a trable erime? 
Fin4 the acgty which ia a, crime of iti^lf ^-^ 
secondly, the eatering into a Contract which 
it is a crime to observe, and jet a weakening 
of one of the main pillars of human eonfidoneo 
nai to observe, and thus voluntarily placinf 
onrselres under the necessity of chusing between, 
two evils ;r*^and thirdly, the crime of ohusiBg 
the greater of the two evils, by the unlawful 
obseirvance of an unlawful promise. Bui in 
i^y sense, the word Contract is merely synonin 
mous with the sense of duty acting in a specifio 
direction, i. e. determining our moral reUtions, 
as membera of a body politic. If I have re^ 
ferned to a supposed origin of Qovemment^ 
it has been in courtesy to a common notion e 
fipr I myself regard the supposition as no morb 
than a means of simpUfying to our apprehension 
tho ever-continuing causes of social uniw^ 
even as the conservation of the world may be 
represented as an act of continued Creation* 
For, what if an original Contract had rtally 
faten entered into, and formally recorded? 
Still it pould do no more than bind the oon« 
traeting parties to act for the genen^ good in 
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the best manner, that the existiiig relations 
among themselves, (state of propqf ty, religion, 
&c.) on the one hand, and the external circum- 
stances on the other (ambitious or barbarous 
neighbours, &c.) required or permitted. In 
after times it could be appealed to only for the 
general principle, and no more, than the ideal 
Contract, could it affect a question of ways 
and means. As each particular age brings 
with it its own exigencies, so must it rely on 
its own prudence for the specific measures by 
by which they are to be encountered. . 

Nevertheless, it assuredly cannot be denied, 
that an original (in reality, xather an ever- 
originating) Contract is a very natural and 
significant mode of expressing the reciprocal 
duties of subject and sovereign. We need only 
cons^er the utility of a real and formal State 
Contract, the Bill of Rights for instance, as a 
sort of est demonstratum in politics ; and the 
contempt lavished on this notion, though suf- 
ficiently compatible with the tenets oi a 
Hume, will seem strange to us in the writings 
of a Protestant clergyman, who surely owed 
some respect to a mode of thinking which 
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God himself bad authorised by his own 
example, in the establishment of the Jewish 
constitution. In this in^ance there was no 
necessity for deducing the will of God from 
the tendency of the Laws to the general hap* 
hiness : his will was expressly declared. Never- 
theless, it seemed good to the divine wisdom, 
that there should be a covenant, an original 
contract, between himself as sovereign, and 
the Hebrew nation as subjects. This, I admit, 
was a written find formal Contract ; but the 
relations of mankind, as members of a body 
spiritual, or religious commonwealth, to the 
Saviour, as its head or regent— is not this too 
styled a covenant, though it would be absurd 
to ask for the material instrument that contained 
it, or the time when it was signed or voted 
by the members of the church coUectively * 

* It is perhaps to be regretted, that the words, old 
and new Testament, they having lost the sense intended 
by the translators of the Bible, have not been changed 
into the old and new covenant. We cannot too carefully 
keep in sight a notiop, which appeared to the primitive 
church the fittest and most scriptural mode of repre- 
senting the sum of the contents of the sacred writings. 



Witti thte eiplili{itii>&, tte asu^rtioii of an 
origteltl t«till iMter, of a jDie7)»effctt2) Co&tmol 
tt raiencfd ftbm tdl ¥ati(»Kal objeotiOA ; ftftd 
however speeioo^ly it may^ bi^ufged, llbatHM^)' 
«aii scanseljr pf oduee a single ex^mpte of & 
state datibg iU primary ^utabilshifietit fh>m 4 
firee and mtttualisoveiLant^ tiie ansvref is reieAp 
If there be afiy diflbre&ce betipreen a Gov^m* 
knent and a foa&d of Irobbers, mi aot c^ cf^n^siA 
ihnst be Mppos^d on the ^airt of the peopb 
governed. 
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Haman ioiUUtlftiit «aiin6t bt idiolly tf onslmcted oil 
prineiples of Science, wkich is proper to immii table 
objects. In the goyernment of the visible world the sn* 
preme Wisdom itself submits to be the Anthor of the 
Better: tiot of the Best, but Of the Best possiblii in the 
gaMkUiig Relalidlls. Mueh more mnst all hnman Le- 
feUil«t4>rs giire way to many iBvilt rather tkan encourage 
the Diaeontent that would lead to worse Remedies. If 
it ia not in the power of man to constrnct even the arch 
of a Bridge that shall exactly correspond in its strength 
to the calenlations of Geometry, how much less can 
tamati Science eonstmet a Constitation except by ren- 
iefing ititelf flexible to Experience and Expediency i 
•wtiere so many things mnst fall ont aeeidentally, and 
come not into any compliance with the preconceived 
ends; but men are forced to comply subsequently, and 
to strike in with things as they tail out, by after appli- 
cations of them to their purposes, or by framing their 
Imrpotes to them* South. 



*^»#>#i#>##>»»»^»» 



The iecond system (Corresponds to the se- 
cond point of view under which the human 
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being may be considered, namely, as an animal 
gifted with understanding, or the faculty of 
suiting measures to circumstances. A^ccording | 

to this theory, every institution of national 
origin needs no other justification than a proof, 
that under the particular circumstances it is 
EXPEDIENT. Having in my former Numbers 
expressed myself (so at least I am conscious 
I shall have appeared to do to many persons) 
with comparative slight of the understanding 
considered as the sole guide of human conduct, 
and even with sometiiing like contempt and 
reprobation of the maxims of expedience, 
when represented as the only' steady light of 
the conscience, and the absolute foundation of 
all morality ; I shall perhaps seem guilty of an 
inconsistency, in declaring myself an adherent ' 
of this second sys^m, a zealous advocate for 
deriving the origin of all government from ha- ' 
man prudence^ and of deeming that to be just 
which experience has proved to be expedient 
From this charge of inconsistency* I shall best 

* Distinct notienB do not tdippose different things. 
When We make a threefold distinction in human nature, 
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Exculpate myself by the f ull statemcsit of the 
third system, and by the exposition of its 
grounds and consequences. 

we are f ally aware, that it i«a distilictioki not a dl* 
vision, and that in every act of Mind' the Man^ unites 
tiie properties of Sense, Undentandin|S« ^^ R<»8Mm. 
•Neverthelew, it is of great, pActieal importance^ that 
these distinctions should be made and understood, the 
ignorance or perversion of them being alike injurious; 
as the first French Constitution has most lamentably 
prored. It was fashion in the profligate times of Charles 
4he Second, to laagfa at the Presbyterians, for distin- 
guishlDg betweei;! the Person and the King ; while in SM;t 
they were ridiculing iht most venerable maxims of Ei%- 
li^ Law ; — (the King never dies — the King can do no 
wrong, Ac.) and subverting the principles of genuine 
iopaity, in order to prepare the minds of the people for 
despotism. 

• Under the term 8E2ISE, I comprise n^atever is pas- 
sive in our being, without any reference to the questions 
of Materialism or Immaterialism ; all that man is in 
common with animals, in kind at least-^his sensations, 
and impressions, whether of his outward senses, or the 
inner sense of imagination. This in the language of the 
Schools, was called the vis recepUva, or rec«jpieii^ pro- 
perty of the soul, from the original constitution of which 
we perceive and imagine all things under the forms of 
space and time. By the understanding, I mean the 

Vol. I. X 



am 

The third and last system then denies all 
f ightful origin to goTemmeoty except as far as 
they are derivable from principles contained in 

fiMulty of fhmif^g md {onmvg judgtMrnU on the notices 
forsMbfd hy tbe leofe, according to certain roles ex* 
ieiiiig in itMlf, wbicb rales constitate its dii^nctn&tuK. 
By ih» pure Rbasok, I mean the power by whicli we 
beeome possessed of principle, (the eternal verities of 
Plato and Descartes) and of ideas, (N. 9* not images) 
as the ideas oi a point, a line, a circle, in HathematioB; 
and of Justice, Holiness, Free* Will, ^. in Morals. 
Henoe in works oi ^nre science the definitions of neces- 
sity proeede the reasoning) in other works they more 
aptly form the conclusion. 

To many of my readers it will, I trast, be some re* 
commendation of these distinctions, that they are mors 
than once expressed, and every where sni^^ed, in the 
writings of St. Paal. I have no hesitation in undertaking 
to prove, tt^t every Heresy which has disqnieted tbe 
Christian Church, from Tritheism to Socinianism, has 
originated in and supported itself by, arguments ren- 
dered plausible only by the confusion of these iacuittes, 
and thus demanding for the objects of one, a sort of evi- 
dence appropriated to those of another faculty. — ^These 
disquisitions have the misfortune of being in ill-report, 
as dry and unsatisfactory ; but I hope, in the course of 
the work, to gain them a better character — and if eluci- 
dations of their practical importance from tbe most mo- 
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the RBASpN of Man, and judges all thfe relations 
of mai in Society by tbe Laws of moml neces- 
sity, according to ideas (I hear use (he word 
in its highest and primitive sense, and as nearly 
synonimous with the modem word ideal) ac* 
cording to archetypal ideas co-essential with 
the Reason, and the consciousness of which is 
the sign and necessary product of its full deve- 
lopement The following then is the funda- 
mentid principle of this theory : Nothing is to 
be deemed rightful in civil society, orlo be 
tolerated as such, but what is capable of being 
demonstrated out. of the original laws of the 
pure Reason. Of course, as there is but one 

mentons events of History, can render them interestiitg, to 
give them that interest at least. Besides, there is surely 
some good in tbe knowledge of Truth, asTmth — (we were 
not nuide to live by Bread alone) and in the strengthen- 
ing of the intellect. It is an excellent Remark of Sea* 
liger'a — ^' H^nrum in4agaiio Subtilitaimay eM »on eit 
uiUis ad machinaa farinariat coi|/Scieiu2a«, exuit ani* 
mum iamen inacitce rubigine acuitque ad alia,^^ ScA- 
LIG. Exerc. 307. §§ 3. i. e. The investigation of these 
subtleties, though it is of no use to the construction of 
machines to grind corn with, yet plears the mind from 
the rust of ignorance, and sharpens it for other things. 

x2 
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nysiem of Geometry, so according to tkui 
theory there can be but one constitution and 
one system of legislation, and this consists in 
the freedom, which is the common right of all 
men, tinder the controul of that moral hece^ 
sity, ^hich is the common duty of all men.. 
Whatever is not every where necessary, is no 
where right On this assumption the whole 
theory is built To state it nakedly is to con- 
fute it satis&ctorily. So at least it ishould 
seem! But in how winning and specious' a 
manner this system may be represented even to 
minds of the lofiieist order, if undisciplined and 
unhumbled by practical experience, has been 
proved by the general impassioned admiration 
and momentous effects of Rousseau's Du Coti" 
trat Soctalf and the writings of the French 
economists, or as they more appropriately en- 
titled themselves, Phyaiocratic Philosophers: 
and in how tempting and dangerous a manner 
it may be represented to the populace, has 
been made too evident in our own country by 
the temporary eflFecls of Paine's Rights of 
Man. Relatively, however, to this latter work 
it should be observed, that it is not a legitimate 
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offi^ring of an J one theory, but a confusion of 
the immorality of the first system with the 
misapplied universal principles of the last: and 
in this union, or rather lawless alternation, con* 
sists the essence of Jaccmbinism, as fietr as Ja- 
cobinism is any thing but a term of abuse, or 
has any meaning of its own distinct from de* 
mocracy and sedition, 

A constitution equally suited to China and 
America, or to Russia and Great Britain, must 
surely be equally unfit for both, and deserve as 
little respect in political, as a quaoVs panaciea 
in medical practice. Yet there are three 
weighty motives for a distinct exposition of 
this theory,* and of the ground on which its 

* As ^ Metaphysics^^ are the science which deter« 
mines what can, and what can not, be known of Being 
and the Laws of Being, a priori (that is from those ne- 
cessities of the mind or forms of thinking, which, thongh 
flrst revealed to us by experience, must yet have pre* 
existed in order to makse experience itself ponible, even 
as the eye must exist previous to any particalar act of 
seeing, though by sight only oan we know that we iia?<^ 
eyes) — so might the philosophy of Rousseau and his 
followers not inaptly be entitled, MetapolitIC9, and 
ibe Doctors of this School, M etapoliticiani. 
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^ pretensions are bottooked : and I dare ikffirm, 
Ibat for the same reasons tha-e are few subjects 
which in the present state of the world hove a 
fiurer claim to the attention of every sertoad 
£nglishiaan, who is likely, directly or indi* 
rectly, as partisan or as opponent, to interest 
himself in schemes of Reform. 

The first motive is derived from the prop^* 
Sify of mankind to mistake the feelings of dis- 
aj^petntment, disgust, and abhorrence oeea- 
sioaed by the unha|^iy effects or accompani* 
m^ots of a pcurticular system for an insightinto 
the ^falsehood of its principles which alone can 
secure its permanent rejection. For by a wise 
ordinance of nature our feelings have no abi* 
ding-place in our memory, nay the more vivid 
they are in the moment of their existence the 
more dim and difficult to be remembered do 
they make the thoughts which accompanied 
them. Those of my readers who at any time 
of their life have been in the habit of reading 
Novels may easily convince themselves of this 
Truth by comparing their recollections of those 
stories, which most excited their curiosity 
and even painfully affected their feelings, with 
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tteir recollections of the calm and medi- 
tative pathos of Shakespeare and Milton. 
H^ce it is that human experience, like the 
stem lights of a ship at sea, illumines only the 
path which we have passed over. The horror 
of the Peasant's War in Germanj, and the 
direful effects of the Anabaptist tenets, which 
were only nominally different from those of 
Jacobinism by the substitution of religious for 
philosophical jargon, struck all Europe for a 
time with affright. Yet little more than a cen- 
tury was sufKcitot to obliterate all rffectiye 
memory of those events : the same principles 
budded forth anew and produced the same 
fruits from the iniprisonment of Charles the 
First to the restoration of his Son. In the suc- 
ceeding gaierations, to the follies and vices of 
the European Courts, and to the oppressive 
privileges of the nobility, were again transferred 
those feelings of disgust and hatred, which for 
a brief while the multitude had attached to the 
crimes and extravagances of political and re-, 
ligious fanaticism: and the same principles 
aided by circumstances and dressed out in the 
ostentatious garb of a fashionable philosophy, 
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once more rose triumphant, and effected the 
French Revolution, That man has reflected 
little on human nature who does not perceive 
that the* detestable maxims and oorrespondent 
lE^rimes of the existing French despotism, have 
already dimmed the recollections of the demo- 
cratic phrenzj in the minds of men ; by little 
and little, have drawn oS to other objects the 
electric force of the feelings, which had massed 
|iad upheld those recollections ; and that a fa- 
vourable concurrence of occasions is alone 
wanting to awaken the thunder and precipitate 
the lightening from the opposite quarter of the 
j^oliticai Heaven.* The true origin of human 
Events is so little susceptible of that kind of 
evidence which can compel our belief even; 

4 

against our will ; and so many are the disturb 
ing forces which modify the motion given by 
the first projection ; and every age has, or ima- 
gines it has, its own circumstances which 
render past experience no longer applicable to 
the present case ; that there will never be want-* 
ing answers and explanations, and specious 

• The Reader will recollect thai these Eways were 
fir^it published in I8(m. 
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flatteries of hope. I well remember^ that when 
the examples of former Jacobins, Julius Caesar, 
Cromwell, &c. were adduced in France and 
England at the commencement of the French 
Consulate, it was ridiculed as pedantry and 
pedants' ignorance, to fear a repetition of such 
usurpation at the close of the enlightened 
eighteenth century. Those who possess the 
Momteurs of that date will find set proofs, that 
such results were little less than impossible, 
and that it was an insult to so philosophical aa 
age, and so, enlightened a nation, to dare direct 
the public eye towards them as lights of ad- 
monition and warning. 

It is a common foible with official statesmen, 
and with those who deem themselves honoured 
by their acquaintance, to attribute great na^^ 
tional events to the influence of particular per-t 
sons, to the errors of one man and to the in^ 
tf igues of another, to any possible spark of a 
particular occasion, rather than to the true 
cause, the predominant state of public opi<» 
pion. I have known men who, with most 
significant nods, and the civil contempt of pity^ 
tng half smiles, have declared the natural 
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explan&tion 6! the Fte&clk Rerdiution, to be 
the mere fiulcies of Garreiteef'Sf and tiben with 
the solemnity of Cabihet Miaisteri^, have pro- 
ceeded to explain the whole bj anecdotes. 
It is so stimulant tb the pride of a vulgar mind, 
to be persuaded that it knows what few others 
know, and that it is the important depositorj 
of a sort of State secret, by communicating 
which it confers an obligation on others ! Bat 
I haye likewise met with men of intelligence, 
who at the coinmenoement of the Revolntion 
Were travelling on foot tiiroUgh the French 
jirovincels, and they bear witness^ that in the 
remotest villages every toiigUe was employed 
in echoing and enforcing the doctrines of the 
Parisian Journalists, that the public highways 
were crowded with enthusiasts, some shouting 
the watch- words of the revolution, others dis- 
puting on the most abstract principles of the 
aniversal constitution^ which they fully be- 
lieved, that all the nations of the earth were 
shortly to adopt; the most ignorant among 
them confident of his fitness for the highest 
duties of a legislator ; and all prepared to shed 
their blood in the defence of the inalienabte 
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soTC^^gnty of the'setf-gdvehiM people. Hie 

mor^ abstract the notions were, with the closer 

affinitj did thej combine with the most fervent 

fedings and all the immediate impulses to 

action. The Lord Chancellor Bacon lived in 

an age of court intrigues, and was familiarly 

acquainted with all the secrets of personal in« 

fluenoe. He, if any man, was qualified to take 

the guage' and measurement of their compara- 

tire power, and he has told us, that there is 

one, and but one iniEtlllble source of political 

prophesy, the knowledge of the predominant 

opinions and the speculative principles of meil 

in general, between the age of twenty and 

thirty. Sir Philip Sidney, the favourite of 

Queen Elizabeth, the paramount gentleman of 

Europe, the nephew, and (as far as a good 

man could be) the confidante of the intriguing 

and dark-minded Earl of Leicester, was s6 

d^ply convinced that the principles diffused 

through the majority of a nation are the true 

oracles from whence statesmen are to learn 

wisdom, and that ^^ when the people speak 

loudly it is from their being strongly possessed 

either by the godhead or the dtemoii,'' that in 
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the revolntioii of flieNeQier1aiid&he considered 
the universal adoption of one set of principles, 
as a proof of the diyine preseace. ^ If her 
majesty/' says be *^ were the fountain; I 
would fear^ considering what I daily find, that 
we should wax dry. But she is but a means 
which God useth." But if my Readers wish 
to see the question of the. effieacy of principles 
and popular opinions for evil and for good 
proved and illustrated with an eloquence 
worthy of the subject, I can refer them with 
the hardiest anticipation of their thanks, to 
the. late, work *^ concerning the relations of 
Gr^t Bjritain, Spain, and Portugal, by my 
honoured friend, William Wordsworth * . quern 

* I consider this reference to, and strong reoommen- 
dation of the Work above metlttbned, not as a volnntaiy 
iribnte of admiration, bat as an act of mere justioe 
both to. myself jmd to the readers of THE FniEim. 
My own heart bears me witness, that I am actaated 
by the deepest sense of the truth of the prinoipleo, which 
it has been and still more will be my endeavour to enforce, 
and of their paramount importance to the well-being 
of Society at the present juncture : and that the duty 
of making Qie attempt, and the hope of not wholly 
lailinglnit, are, far more than the whA for the doubtful 
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qudttea tegOy mm verba mihi videor d/udire^ 
9ed tonitrua ! 

feood of literary repuUtion, or any yet meaniir oljecif 
my great and ruling motives. Mr* Wordsworth I deem 
a fellow-labourer in the same vineyard, actuated by 
the same motives and teaching the same prineiples, but 
with far greater powers of mind, and an eloquence more 
adequate to the importance and majesty of the eause« 
I am strengthened too by the knowledge, that I am 
not unauthorized by the sympathy of many wise and 
good men, and men acknowledged as such by the Public, 
in my admiration of his pamphlets — Neque enim debet 
eperibue ^u» obeeee, quod vMt An si iiUer eo«, quHe 
nmtqi$am vidimiu^ floruieset^ non 9oium Itfrrat itfue^ 
verum eiiam iwtaginee eomquireremme^ ^uadem nime 
ktmor praeemUe^ ei gratia quaei eatietate lamgveecet P 
At hoc provton, malignumque e»t^ non admirari horni* 
nem admiratione dtgntMlsMim, quia videre^ eomplecti^ 
nee laudare tantum^ verum etiam amare contingit* 
Plin. Epist. Lib. I. 

It is hardly possible for a man of ingenuous mind to 
act imder the fear that it shall be suspected by honest 
men of the vileness of praising a work to the public, 
merely because he happens to be personally acquainted 
with the Author. That this is so commonly done in 
Reviews, furnishes only an additional proof of the morbid 
hardness produced in the moral sense by the habit of 
'writing anonymous criticisms, Isspeeially under the 
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That erroneous political notions (they hating 
become general and a part of the populat 

farther di^gaife of. a pretended board or asiociation of 
Crities, each man expressing himseli^ to use the words 
of Andrew Marvel, as a tymodical imdividuum. With 
regard however, to the probability of the jadgement 
being warped hy partiality, I can only say that I judge 
of all Works indifierentlyby certain ixed rales previously 
formed in my mind with all the power and vigifauee 
of my jadgement ; and that I shonld .certainly of the 
two apply them with greater rigour to the prodaction 
of a friend than that of a person indifferent to me« But 
wherever I find in any Work all the conditions of 
exeellence in it» kind, it is not the accident of th« 
Authors being my contemporary or even my friend, or 
the sneers of bad-hearted men, that shall prevent me 
from speaking of it, as in my inmost convictions I 
f}eem it deserves* 



-no, friend t 



Though it be now the fashion to commend. 
As men of strong minds, those alone who can 
Censure with judgement, no such piece of man 
Makes up my spirit : where desert does live. 
There will I plant my wonder, and there give 
My best endeavours to build up bis glory. 
That truly merits I 

Recommendatorif Verses to one qf the old Phy** 
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creed), have practical consequences, and these, 
of course, of a most fearful nature, is a truth 
as certain as historic evidence can make it : 
and that wh«i the feelings excited by these 
calamities have passed a>yay, and the interest 
in them has been displaced by more recent 
events, the same errors are likely to be started 
afresh, pregnant with the same calamities, is 
an evil rooted in Human Nature in the present 
state of general information, for which wq 
have hitherto found no adequate remedy, ({t 
may, perhaps in the scheme of Providence, 
be proper and conducive to its ends, that no 
adequate remedy should exist : for the folly 
of men is the wisdom of God). But if there 
be any means, if not of preventing, yet of pal- 
liating the disease and, in the more favoured 
nations, of checking its progress at the first 
symptoms ; and if these means are to be at all 
compatible with the civil and intellectual 
freedom of mankind; they are to be found only 
in an intelligible and thorough exposure of 
the error, and, through that discovery, of the 
source, from which it derives its speciousnesg 
and powers of influence on the human mind. 
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This therefore is mj first inotive for ntAer^ 
taking the disquisition. 

Tiie second is, that though the French code 
of revolutionary principles is now generally 
rejected as a system, jet every where in the 
speeches and writings of the English reformers, 
najr, not seldom in those of their opponents, 
I find certain maxims asserted or appealed to, 
which are not tenable, except as constitaent 
parts of that system. Many of the most 
specious arguments in proof of the imperfection 
and injustice of the present constitution of our 
legislature will be found, on closer examina- 
tion, to pre-suppose the truth of certain prin* 
ciples, from which the adducers of these 
arguments loudly profess their dissent Bot 
in political changes no permanence can be 
hoped for In the edifice, without consistency 
in the foundation. 

. The third motive is, that by detecting the 
true source of the influence of these principles, 
we shall at the same time discover their natural 
place and object : and that in themselves they 
are not only Truths, but most important and 
sublime Truths ; and that their falsehood and 
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their danger consist altogether in their mis- 
application. . Thus the dignity of Human 
ligature will be secured, and at the same time 
a lesson of humility taught to each individual, 
when we are made to see that the universal 
necessary Laws, and pure ideas of Reason, 
were given us, not for the purpose of flattering 
our Pride and enabling us to become national 
legislators ; but that by an energy of continued 
self-conquest, we might establish a free and 
yet absolute government in our own spirits. 



Vol. I. 



ESSAY IV. 



Albeit therefore, much of that we are to speakin ibis 
present cause, may seem to a number perhaps tediooa, 
perhaps obscure, dark and intricate, (for many talk of 
the Truth, which never sounded the depth from whence 
it springeth : and therefore, when they are led there- 
unto, they are soon weary, as men drawn from those 
beaten paths, wherewith they have been inur^;) yet 
\hi8 may not so far prevail, as to cut off that which the 
matter itself requireth, howsoever the nice humour of 
some be therewith pleased or no. They unto whom we 
shall seem tedious, are in no wise injured by us, because it 
is in their own hands to spare that labour which they are 
not willing to endure. And if any complain of obscu- 
rity, they must consider, that in these matters it cometh 
no otherwise to pass, than in sundry the works both of 
Art, and also of Nature, where that which hath greatest 
force in the very things we see, is, notwithstanding, 
itself oftentimes not seen. The stateliness of houses, 
the goodliness of trees, when we behold the^i, delighteth 
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the eye: but thai foandftiiou which beareth up the one, 
thai root which minUteTeth unto the other nourishment 
and life, it in the bosom of the earth concealed ; and if 
there be occasion at any time to search into it, such 
labour is then more necessary than pleasant, both to 
them which undertake it and for the lookers-on. In 
like manner, the use and benefit of good laws, all that 
live under them, may enjoy with delight and comfort, 
albeit the grounds and first original causes from whence 
they have sprung, be unknown, as to the greatest paft 
of men they are. But when they who withdraw their 
obedience, pretend that the laws which they should 
obey are corrupt and vicious : for better ezamination of 
their quality, it behoveth the very foundation and root, 
the highest well*spring and fountain of them to be dis- 
covered. Which because we are not oftentimes aocutf 
tomed to do, when we do it, the pains we take are more 
needful a great deal than acceptable, and the matters 
which we handle, seem by reason of newness, (till the 
mind grow better acquainted with them) dark, intricate, 
and nnfiuniliar. For as much help whereof, as may be 
in this ease, I have endeavoured throughout the body of 
this whole. Discourse, that every, former part might give 
strength to all that follow, and every latter bring some 
light to all before : so that if the judgments of men do 
but hold themselves in suspense, as touching these first 
more general Meditations, till in order they have perused 
the rest that ensue ; what may seem dark at the first, 
will afterwards be found mor^ plain, even as the latter 

Y 2 
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parUettUjr decisions will appear, I doubt bot, mote 
utroDg when the other have been read before. 

HooKER^s EcelMiast Politp.' 



*i»»^i»^<>»^#i^^<»#^'^ 



ON THE GROUNDS OF GOVERNMENT AS LAID 
EXCLUSIVELY IN THE PURE REASON ; OR A 
STATEMENT AND CRITIQUE OF THE THIRD 
SYSTEM OF POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY, VIZ. 
THE THEORY OF ROUSSEAU AND THE FRENCH 
ECONOMISTS. 

I return to my promise of developing from 
its embryo principles the Tree of French 
Liberty, of which the declaration of the Rights 
of Man, and the Constitution of 1791 weiis 
the leaves, and the succeeding and present state 
of France the fruits. Let me not be blamed, 
if, in the interposed Essays, introductory to 
this Section, I have connected this system, 
though only in the imagination, though only 
ias a possible case, with a name so deservedly 
reverenced as that of Luther. It is some ex- 
cuse, that to interweave with the Reader's re 
collections a certain life and dramatic interest, 
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during the perusal of the abstract reasonings 
that are to follow, is the only means I possess 
of bribing his attention. We have most of us, 
at some period or other of our lives, been 
amused with dialogues of the dead. Who is- 
there, that wishing to form a probable opinion 
on the grounds of hope and fear for an injured 
people warring against mighty armies, would 
not be pleased with a spirited fiction, which 
brought before him an old Numantian dis- 
coursing on that subject in Elysium, with a 
newly-arrived spirit from the streets of Sara-. 
gossa or the Walls of Gerona? . 

But I have a better reason. I wished to give 
^very fair advantage to the opinions, which I 
deemed it of importance to confute. It is bad 
policy to represent a political system as having 
no charm but for robbers and assassins, and no 
natural origin but in the brains of fools or mad 
men, when experience has proved, that the 
great danger of the system consists in the pecu- 
liar fascination it is calculated to exert on noble 
and imaginative spirits ; on all those, who in 
the amiable intoxication of youthful bene- 
votence, are apt to mistake their own best 
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virtues and choicest powers for the average 
qualities and attributes of the human character* 
The very minds, which a good man would 
most wish to preserve or disentangle from the 
snare, are by these angry misrepresentations 
rather lured into it. Is it wonderful, that a 
man should reject the arguments unheard, when 
his own heart proves the falsehood of the 
assumptions by which they are prefaced ? or 
that he should retaliate on the aggressors their 
own evil thoughts? I am well aware, that 
tiie provocation was great, the temptation, 
almost inevitable ; yet still I cannot repel the 
conviction from my mind, that in part to this 
error and in part to a certain inconsistency in 
his fundamental principles, we are to attribute 
the small number of converts made by Buekb 
during his life time. Let me not be mis^ 
understood. I do not mean, that this great 
man supported different principles at different 
ceras of his political life. On the contrary, no 
man was ever more like himself! From his 
first published speech on the American . co« 
lonies to bis last posthumous Tracts, . we see 
the same man, the same doctrines, the same 
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uniform wisdom of practical councils, the 
same reasoning and the same prejudices against 
all abstract grounds, against all deduction of 
Practice from Theory. The inconsistency to 
which I allude, is of a different kind : it is th^ 
want of congruitj in the principles appealed 
to in different parts of the same Work, it is 
an apparent versatility of the principle with 
the occasion. If his opponents are Theorists^ 
then every thing is to be founded on Prudevce, 
on mere calculations of Expediency: and 
every man is represented as acting according 
to the state of his own immediate self-interest 
Are his opponents calculators? Then cal« 
culation itself is represented as a sort of crime. 
God has given us Feelings, and we are tq 
obey them! and the most absurd prejudice^ 
become venerable, to which these Feelings 
have given consecration. I have not forgotteo,^ 
that Burke himself defended these half con- 
tradictions, on the pretext of balancing the 
too much on the one side by a too much on 
the other. But never can I believe, but that 
the straight line must needs be the nearest; 
and that where there is the most, and the most 
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unalloyed truth, there will be the greater 
and most permanent power of persuasion. Bat 
the fact was, that Burke in his public character 
found himself, as it were, in a Noah's Ark, 
with a very few men and a great many beasts! 
He felt how much his immediate power was 
lessoned by the very circumstance of his 
measureless superiority to those about him : 
he acted, therefore, under a perpetual system 
of compromise — a compromise of greatness 
with meanness; a compromise of compre- 
hension with narrowness ; a compromise of 
the philosopher (who armed with the twofold 
knowledge of History and the Laws of "Spirit, 
as with a telescope, looked far around and 
into the far distance) with the mere men of 
business, or with yet coarser intellects, who 
handled a truth, which they were required to 
receive, as they would handle an ox, which 
they were desired to purchase. But why 
need I repeat what has been already said in 
so happy a manner by Goldsmith, of this 
great man : 

*' Who, born for the universe narrow'd his mind, 
And to party gave up what was meant for maniund. 
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Tlio' firanght with all leanung, yet stnuning his throat. 
To penuade Tommy Towpsbend to give hhn a vote ; 
Who too deep for bis hearers, still went on refining, 
And thought of convincing, while they thought of dining.^' 

And if in consequence it was his fate to '^ cut 
ilocks with a razor^*^ I may be permitted 
to add, that in respect of Truth though not 
of Geniusy the weapon was injured by the 
misapplication. 

The Friend, however, acts and will continue 
to act under the belief, that the whole truth 
is the best antidote to falsehoods which are 
dangerous chiefly because they are half-truths : 
and that an erroneous system is best confuted, 
not by an abuse of Theory in general, nor by 
an absurd opposition of Theory to Practice, 
but by a detection of the errors in the par- 
ticular Theory. For the meanest of men has 
his Theory : and to think at all is to theorize. 
With these convictions I proceed immediately 
to the system of the economists and to the 
principles on which it is constructed, and from 
which it must derive all its strength. 

The system commences with an undeniable 
truth, and an important deduction therefrom 
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eqaally undeniable. All voluntary actions^ 
say they^ having for their objects, good or . 
evil, are moral actions. But all morality is 
grounded in the reason. Every man is bom 
with the faculty of Reason : and whatever is 
without it, be the shape what it may, is not 
a man or pebson, but a thing. Hence the 
sacred principle, recognized by all Laws, 
human and divine, the principle indeed, which 
is the groundrwork of all law and justice, 
that a person can never become a thing, nor 
be treated as such without wrong. But the 
distinction between person and thing consists 
herein, that the latter may rightfully be used, 
altogether and merely, as a means; but the 
former must always be included in the endy 
and form a part of the final cause. We plant 
the tree and we cut it down, . we breed the 
sheep and we kill it, wholly as means to our 
own ends. The wood-cutter and the hind are 
likewise employed as means^ but on an agree* 
ment of reciprocal advantage, which includes 
them as well as their employer in the eTid. 
Again : as the faculty of Reason implies free- ^ 
agency, morality (i. e. the dictate of Reason) 



331 

gives to every rational being the right of acting 
as a free agent, and of finally determining his 
conduct bj his own will, according to his 
own conscience : and this right is inalienable 
except by giiilt, which is an act of self* 
forfeiture, and the consequences therefore to 
b^ considered as the criminal's own moral 
election. In respect of their Reason * all men 
are equal. The measure of the Understanding 
and of all other faculties of man, is different 
in different persons: but Reason is not sus- 
ceptible of degree. For since it merely decides 
whether any given thought or action is oris 
not in contradiction with the rest, there can 
be no reason better, of more reasouy than 
another. 

Reason ! best and holiest gift of Heavep 
and bond of union with the Giver ! The high 
title by which the majesty of man claims pre* 
cedence above all other living creatures ! Mjs* 
terious. faculty, the mother of conscience, of 
language, of tears, and of smiles ! Calm an4 

* This position has been already explained, and the 
sophiitry grounded on it detected and exposed, in the 
last Enay of the Landing-Place, in this volasie. 
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incorruptible l^slator of the sohI, without 
whom all its other powers would '' meet in 
mere oppugaancy." Sole principle of perma- 
nence amid endless change ! in a world of di^ 
cordant appetites and imagined self-interests the 
pne only common measure ! which taken away, 

^ Foree sboald be right ; or, rather right and wrong 
(Between whose endless jar justice resides) 
Should lose their names and so should justice too. 
Then every thing includes itself in power^^ 
Power into will, will into appetite ; 
And appetite, an universal wolf, 
So doubly seconded with will and power, 
Must make perforce an universal prey !*^ 

Thrice blessed faculty of Reason! all other 
giflfs, though goodly and of celestial origin, 
health, strength, talents, all the powers and all 
th^ means of enjoyment, seem dispensed by 
chance or sullen caprice — ^thou alone, more 
than even the sunshine, more than the common 
air, art given to all men, and to every man 

alike ! To thee, who being one art the same 

I* 

in- all, we owe the privilege, that of all we can 
become one, a living whols ! that we have a 
Country ! Wbo^ then shall dare prescribe a 
law of moral- action for^any rational Being, 
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which does not flow immediately from that 
Reason, which is the fountain of all morality ? 
Or how without breach of conscience can we 
limit or coerce the powers of a free agent, ex- 
cept by coincidence with that law in his own 
mind, which is at once the cause, the condition, 
and the measure, of his free agency ? Man 
must he free; or to what purpose was he mad^ 
a Spirit of Reason, and not a Machine of lu'^ 
stinct? Man must obey; or wherefore has he 
a conscience? The powers, which create this 
difficulty, contain its solution likewise: for 
(heir service is perfect freedom. And what^ 
ever law or system of law compels any other 
service, disennobles our nature, leagues itself 
with the animal against the godlike, kills in ui^ 
the very principle of joyous well-doing, and 
fights against humanity. 

By the application of these principles to the 
social state there arises the following system^ 
which as far as respects its first grounds \^ 
developed the most fully by J. J. Rousseau in 
his work Du Contrat social. If then no in* 
dividual possesses the right of prescribing any 
thing to another, individual, the rule of which 
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is not contained in their common Reason, So« 

ciety, which is but an aggregate of individuals, 

can communicate this right to no one. It caa* 

not possibly make that rightful which the 

higher and inviolable law of human nature de- 

clares contradictory and unjust But concern 

ing Right and Wrong, the Reason of each and 

every man is the competent judge: for haw 

else could he be an amenable Being, or tlie 

proper subject of any law? This Reason^ 

therefore, in any one man, cannot even in the 

€ocial state be rightfully subjugated to the 

Heason of any other. Neither an individ4 

nor yet the whole multitude which constitutes 

the state, can possess the right of compelliog 

him to do any thing-, of which it cannot be 

demonstrated that his own Reason must join 

in prescribing it. If therefore society is to be 

under a righ^ul constitution of govemment, 

and one that can impose on rational Beings a 

true and moral obligation to obey it, it must be 

framed on such principles that every individual 

follows his own Reason while he obeys the 

laws of the constitution, and performs the will 

of the statfe while he follows the dictates of bi$ 
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own Reason. This is expressly asserted by 
Roosseaii, wbo states the problem of a perfect 
Constitution of government in the following 
words : Trttuver une forme cP Aasociationr-^ 
par Uxqnelle chacun s'uhissant a' touSy fC obeisse 
pourtant qu' d, lui mSmej et reste aussi libre 
9«' auparavanty i. e. To find a form of so* 
eiety according to which each one uniting 
with the whole shall yet obey himself only and 
i^emain as free as before. This right of the in- 
dividual to retain his whole na'tural independ«- 
ence, even in the social state, is absolutely 
inalienable. He caiinot possibly concede bt 
'Compromise it : for this very Right is one of 
his most sacred Duties. He would sin against 
himself, and commit high treason against the 
Reeuson which the Almighty Creator has given 
faioh, if he dared abandon its exclusive right to 
govern bis actions. 

Laws obligatory on the conscience, can only 
therefore proceed from that Reason which re^ 
main^ always one and the same, whether it 
speaks through this or that person: like the 
voice of an external Ventriloquist, it is indit 



336 

ferent from whose lips it appears to come, if 
only it be audible. The individuals indeed 
are subject to errors and passions^ and each 
man has his own defects. But when men are 
assembled in person or hj real representatives, 
the actions and re-actions of individual Self** 
love balance each other; errors are neutralized 
bj opposite errors ; and the winds rushing 
from all quarters at once with equal force, pro^- 
duce for the time a deep calm, during which 
the general will arising from the general Rea»> 
son displays itself. " It is fittest," says Burke 
himself, (see his Note on his Motion relative to 
the Speech from the Throne, Vol. II. Page 
647, 4to. Edit.) <' It is fittest that sovereign 
authority should be exercised where it is moA 
likely to be attended with the most effectual 
correctives. These correctives are furnished 
by the nature and course of parliamentary pro;* 
ceedings, and bj' the infinitely diversified dia- 
iacters who compose the two Houses. The 
fulness, the freedom, and publicity of dis- 
cussion, leave it easy to distinguish what are 
acts of power, and what the determinations of 
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equity and reason. There prejudice corrects 
prejudice, and the different asperities of party 
zeal mitigate and neutralize each other." 

This, however, aa my readers will have al- 
ready detected, ^ is no longer a demonstrable 
deduction from Reason. It is a mere proba- 
bility^ against which other probabilities may 
be weighed : as the lust of authority, the con- 
tagious nature of -enthusiasm, and other of the 
acute or chronic diseases of deliberative as- 
semblies. But which of these results is the 
more probable, the correction or the contagion 
of evil, must depend on circumstances and 
grounds of expediency : and thus we already 
find ourselves beyond the magic circle of the 
pure Reason, and within the sphere of the un- 
derstanding and the prudence. Of this im- 
portant fact Rousseau was by no means un- 
aware in his theory, though with gross incon- 
sistency he takes no notice of it in his appli- 
cation of the theory to practice. He admits 
the possibiUty, he is compelled by History to 
allow even the probability^ that the most nu« 
juerous popular assemblies, nay even whole 
nations, may at times be hurried away by the 

Vol. I. z 
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same pasmoDS) and imder the dominion of a 
common error. This will of all is then of no 
more value, than the humours of any one in- 
divkUtal : and niust therefore be sacredly dis- 
tih^ished from the pure will which flows from 
universal Reason. To this point then I entreiit 
the Reader's particular Attention: for in this 
distincttony established by Rousseau himself^ 
between the VoUmU de Ttma and the Vol6nt4 
genearcdej (i. e. between the collectiire will^ and 
a.basual over-balance of wills) the falsehood or 
nothingness of the whole system becomes mar 
hifest For hence it. follows, as an inevitable 
Qoasequence, Uiat all which is said in the con^ 
tract aocicd of that sovereign will, to which the 
right of universal legislation c^pertains, applies 
toiho one. Human Being, to no Society oras« 
semblage of Human Beings, and least of all to 
the mixed multitude that makes up the Pbo^ 
«Lp;: but entirely and exclusively to Reason 
itself,:, which, it is true, dwells in every man 
potentially^ but actually and in perfect purity 
ifr fotmd in no man and in no body of men. 
This distinction the latter disciples of Rousseau 
^hose completely to forget and, (a far more 
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tiaehficholj ease !) th^ ^oaisfitiieat legiklafors bf 
France forgot it likewise. With a wretched 
parrotry . they wrote and harangued withoiit 
ceasing of the VoUmU generale — ^tbe inalisn* 
able sovereignty of the people: and bj these 
faigh*8ounding phrases led on the vain, ignof 
rant, and intoxicated populace to wild excessei 
and wilder expectations, which entailing on 
them the bitterness , of disappointment etoaoed 
the way for military despotism, for the sataate 
Government of Horror under the Jaix>bihs, 
and of Terror under the Corsican. 

Luther lived long enough to see the . con^ 
i^qaencesof the doctrines into which indignant 
pity and abstract ideas of right had hurried 
him — to see, to retract and to oppose flienv, 
•If thejsame had been .ti>e lot of Rousseau; I 
doubt not, .that his conduct would have b^ea 
the same. Iii his whole system there is beyond 
eontroversy much that is true and well reasoned; 
if only its application be itot extended farther 
than the natufe of the case permits. But thed 
vre shall find that little or nothing is won by it 
for the institutions of society ; and least of ' all 
for the constitution of Governments, the Theory 

z2 
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of which it was his wish to ground on it. 
Apply his principles to any case, in which 
the sacred and inviolable Laws of Morality 
are immediately interested, all becomes just 
and pertinent. No power on earth can oblige 
me to act against my conscience. No ma- 
gistrate, no monarch, no legislature, can without 
tyranny compel me to do any thing which 
the acknowledged laws of God have forbidden 
me to do. So act that thou mayest be able;^ 
without involving any contradiction, to will 
that the maxim of thy conduct should be the 
law of all intelligent Beings — is the one uni- 
versal and sufficient principle and guide of 
morality. And why ? Because the cbject of 
morality is not the outward act, but the internal 
maxim of our actions. And so far it is in- 
fallible. But with what shew of Reason can 
we pretend, from a principle by which we 
are to determine the purity of our motives, 
to deduce the form and matter of a rightful 
Government, the main office of which is to 
regulate the outward actions of particular 
bodies of men, according to their particular 
circumstances? Can we hope better of con- 
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stitutions framed by ourselves, than of that 
which was given by Almighty Wisdom itself? 
The laws of the Hebrew commonwealth, which 
flowed from the pure Reason, remain and 
are immutable ; but the regulations dictated 
by Prudence, though by the Divine prudence, 
and though given in thunder from the Mount; 
have passed away ; and while they lasted, 
were binding only for that one state, the par- 
ticular circumstances of which rendered them 
expedient. 

Rousseau indeed asserts, that there is an 
inalienable sovereignty inherent in every human 
being possessed of Reason : and from this 
theframers of the constitution of 1791 deduce, 
thai the people itself is its own sole rightftil 
legislator, and at most dare only recede so 
far from its right as to delegate to chosen 
deputies the power of representing and de- 
claring the general will. But this is wholly 
without proof; for it has already been fully 
shewn, that according to the principle out of 
which this conisequence is attempted to be 
drawn, it is not the actual man, but the abs^act 
Reason alone, that is the sovereign and rightful 
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Lawgiver. The coDfi»idti of tvro things sa 
differetit is so gross an error, that theCon^- 
ilhtnent Assembly could scarce proceed a step 
in their declaration of rights, w^ithout soine 
glaring inconsistency. Children are excluded 
from all political power — are they not humtgi 
bdngs in whotn the faculty of Reascin resides? 
S'es? but in' them ihe faculty is not yet 
adeqOately developed. But are not gross 
ignorance, inveterate superstition, and the 
habitual tyranny of passion and sensuality^ 
«iqual preventives of the developemwit, equal 
impediments to the rightful exercise of the 
Keason, ais childhood and early youth ? -Who 
Wotild not rely on the judgement of a wdl- 
Plicated English lad, bred in a virtuous and 
enligiiten^ 'lamily. In preference to that of 
4 Imital Russian, who believes that he can 
scourge his wooden idol into good humoiir,' 
6r attributes ^to himself the merit of perpetual 
prayeif, wh^n he has fastened the petitions, 
which his priest has written for him, on the 
Wings of a windmill? Again: women ar< 
likewise excluded — a full half, and that as-^ 
sUre<}ly the most innocent, tbe inost amiable 
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and Uitifl too by a coQstitaticni which boast^ 
to have 00 other foundations but those of 
universal Reason ! Is Reason then an affoir 
of sex? No! But women are commonly in 
a state of dependence, and are not likely to 
exercise their Reason with freedomi Well! 
and does not this ground of exclusion apply 
•with equal or greater force to the poor, ta Ae 
infirm, to men in embarrassed circumstances, 
td all in shqft whose maintenance, be it scanty 
or be it ample, depends on ihe will of otiiers ? 
-How far are we to go ? Where must we stop? 
What classes should we admit ? Whom muist 
we disfranchise? The objects, concerning 
whom we are to determine these questions^ 
are all human beings and differenced from 
each other by degrees only, these degrees too 
oftentimes changing. Yet the principle on 
which the whole system rests is, that Reason 
is not susceptible of degree. Nothing therefore^ 
which subsists wholly in degrees, the changes 
of ^ which do not obey any necessary law, can 
be subjects of pure science, or determinable 
by mere Reaso^. For these things W6 must 
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rely on our Und^ratandinge^ enlighteaed by 
past experience and immediate observation, 
and determining our choice by comparis<ms 
of expediency. 

It is therefore altogether a mistaken notion, 
that the theory which would deduce the social 
Rights of Man and the sole rightful form of 
government from principles of Reason, in- 
volves a necessary preference of the democra- 
tic, or even the representative, constitutions. 
Accordingly, several of the French economists, 
although devotees of Rousseau and the physio- 
cratic system, and assuredly not the least re- 
spectable of their pai;ty either in morals or in 
intellect ; and these too men, who lived and 
wrote under the unlimited monarchy of France, 
and who were therefore well acquainted with 
the evils connected with that system ; did yet 
declare themselves for a pure monarchy in pre- 
ference to the aristocratic, the popular, or the 
mixed form. These men argued, that no other 
laws being allowable but those which are de- 
monstrably just, and founded in the simplest 
ideas of Reason, and of which every man's 
reason is the competent judge, it is indifEerent 
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whether one man, or oi^ or more assemblies 
of men, give form and pablicity to them. For 
being matters of pure and simple science, they 
require no experience in order to see their 
Truth, and among an enlightened people, by 
whom this system had been once solemnly 
adopted, no sovereign would dare to mak^ 
other laws than those of Reason. They fur- 
ther contend, that if the people were not en* 
lightened, a purely popular government could 
not co-exist with this system of absolute justice : 
and if it were adequately enlightened, the in^ 
fluence of public opinion would supply the 
place of formal representation, while the form 
of the government would be in harmony with 
the unity and simplicity of its principles. This 
they entitle le Despotisme legal sous V Empire 
de VEvidence. (The best statement of the 
theory thus modified, may be found in Mercier 
de la Riviere^ Vordre naturel et essentiel des 
80ciet6s politiques.) From the proofs adduced 
in the preceding paragraph, to which many 
others might be added, I have no hesitation in 
affirming that (his latter party are the more 
consistent reasonefs. 
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' " It ia worthy of remwrk, that the iofluence of 
these writiDgs contributed greatlf, ^oi indeed 
to raise the present Emperor, but certainly tor 
reconcile a numerous class of poUtioians to hki 
Unlimited adthority : and as far as bis lawless 
passion for war and conquest allows him to 
govern according to any principles, he favours 
those of the physiocratic philofi6phers. His 
early education must have given him a predi'^ 
liction for a theory conducted throughout wkh 
mathematical precision ; its very simpUcitj 
promised the readiest and most commodious 
machine for despoti^n, for it moulds a' nation 
into as calculable a power as an army ; wbi^ 
the stem and Burning greatness of the whde 
and its mock-elevation above human feeUng^i 
flattered his pride, hardened bis conscience^ 
and aided the efforts of self-delusion. ReasoH 
is the sole sovereign, the only rightful 1^^ 
later : but Reason to act on man must be. im- 
personated. The Providence which had so 
marvellously raised and supported him^ had 
marked him out for the representative of Rea« 
son, and had armed him with irresistible forc^i 
in order to realize its laws* In Him th^efore 
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Might becomes Right, and his cause and 
tbat of destiny <or as the wretch now dhuses to 
Word it, exchanging Uind nonsense for staring 
blasphiiimy) ^hi8 cause and the cause of God 
kte one and the same. Excellent postulate for 
a choleric and self-willed tyrant ! What avails 
the impoverishment of a fevr thousand mer<' 
tiiants' and manufacturers? What even the 
general wretchedness of millions of perishable 
men, for a short generation? Should these 
stiind in the way of the chosen conqueror, the 
^Innoucdor Mundi^ et Stupor SceculoTumy* 
or prevent a constitution of things, which 
erected on intellectual and perfect foundations, 
groweth not old," but like the eternal justice, 
bf -which it is the living image, 



-"may despise 



" The strokes of Fate and see the World's last hour !" 

For Justice, austere unrelenting Justice, is every 
where held up as the one thing needful : and 
die only duty of the citizen, in fulfilling which 
he obeys all the laws, is not to encroach on 
another'is sphere of action. The greatest possi* 
ble h{4>piiiess of a people is not, according to 
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this system, die object of a governor ; but to 
preserve the freedom of all, by coercing within 
the requisite bounds the freedom of each. 
Whatever a government does more than this, 
comes of evil : and its best employment is the 
fepeal of laws and regulations, not the esta- 
blishment of them. Each man is the best judge 
of his own happiness, and to himself must it 
therefore be entrusted. . Remove all the inter- 
ferences of positive statutes, all monopoly, all 
bounties, all prohibitions, and all encourage- 
ments of importation and exportation, of par- 
ticular growth and particular manufactures : 
let the Revenues of the State.be taken at once 
from the Produce of the Soil ; and all things 
will then find their level, all irregularities will 
correct each other, and an indestructible cycle 
of harmonious motions take place in the moral 
equally as in the natural world. The business 
of the Governor is to watch incessantly, that 
the State shall remain composed of individuals, 
acting as individuals, by which alone the free- 
dom of all can be secured. Its duty is to take; 
care that itself remain the sole collective power, 
find that all the citizens should eigoy the same 
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rigbts, and without distinction be subject to the 
same duties. 

Splendid promises! Can any thing appear 
more equitable than the last proposition, the 
equality of rights and duties ? Can any thing 
be conceived more simple in the idea ? But 
the execution — ? let the four or five quarto 
volumes of the Conscript Code be the com- 
ment ! But as briefly as possible I shall prove» 
that this system, as an exclusive total, is under 
any form impracticable ; and that if it were 
realized, and as far as it were realized, it would 
necessarily lead to general barbarism and the 
most grinding oppression ; and that the final 
result of a general attempt to introduce it, must 
be a military despotism inconsistent with the 
peace and safety of mankind. That Reaspn 
should be our guide and governor is an un- 
deniable Truth, and aU our notion of right and 
wrong is built thereon : for the whole moral 
nature of man originated and subsists in his 
Reason. From Reason alone can we derive 
the principles which our Understandings are to 
apply, the Ideal to which by means of our 
Understandings we should endeavour to ap- 
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proximate: This bowevdr givc^t no prppf that 
Reason alone ought to govern and direct human 
beings, either as Individuals or as States. It 
ought not to do thi$, because it cannot* The 
Laws of Reason are unable to satisfy the first 
conditions of Hum«in Society. We will admil 
tbat the shortest code of law is the best, and 
that the citizen finds, himself most at ease where 
the Government. least interineddles with his 
affidrs, and confines its efforts to the preservap 
tion of public.tranquilitj — we will suJBfer this to 
)>as8 at present undisputed, though the examples 
of England, and before the late eventi^, of Hoi* 
land and Switzerland, (surely the three happiest 
nations of tiie world) to which perhaps we 
coight add the mc^or part of the former Ger*- 
man free towns, famish stubborn facts in pre- 
sumption of the contrary — yet still the proof is 
wanting that the first and most general appli* 
totions and exertions of the power of man can 
be definitely reg^ulated by Reason unaided by 
the positive and conventional laws in the form- 
ation of which the Understanding must be our 
guide,, and which: become just because they 
happen to be expedient. 



351 

- The chief object for which men first formed 
themselves into a State was not the protection 
pf their lives but of their property. Where 
the nature of the soil and climate precludes all 
property but personal, and permits that only in 
its simplest forms, as in Greenland, men renlain 
in the domestic state and form Neighbourhoods^ 
but not Governments. And in North America^ 
the Chiefs appear to exercise government in 
those tribes only which possess, individual 
landed property. Among the rest the Chief 
is their General ; but government is exer* 
cised only in Families by the - Fathers of Fa* 
milies. But where individual landed property 
exists, there must be inequality of property: 
the nature of the earth and the nature of the 
mind unite ta make the contrary impossihlet 
But to suppose the Land the property of th^ 
State, and the labour and the produce to be 
equally divided among all the Members of the 
State, involves more than one contradiction : 
for it could not subsist without gross injustice, 
except where the Reason of all and of each 
yras absolute ma^er of the selfish passions of 
sloth, envy, &c. : and yet the same state would 
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preclude the greater part of the means by 
which the Reason of man is developed. In 
whatever state of society you would place it, 
from the most savage to the most refined, it 
would be found equally unjust and impossible; 
and were there a race of men, a country, and 
a climate, that permitted such an order of things, 
the same causes would render all Government 
superfluous. To property, therefore, and to its 
inequalities, all human laws directly or indi- 
rectly relate, which would not be equally laws 
in the state of Nature. Now it is impossible 
to deduce the Right of Property* from pure 
Reason. The utmost which Reason could give 
would be a property in ihe forma of things, as 
far as the forms were produced by individual 
power. In the matter it could give no pro- 
perty. We regard angels and glorified spirits 
as Beings of pure Reason: and whoever thought 
of Property in Heaven? Even the simplest 

* I mean, practically and .with the inequalitiei in- 
separable from the actual existence of Property. Ab- 
stractedly, the Right to Property is deducible from the 
Free-agency of man. If io act freely be a Right, a 
sphere of action must be so too. 
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and most moral form of it, namely, Mafriage» 
(we know from the highest authority) is ex^ 
eluded from the state of pure Reason. Rousseau 
himself expressly admits, that Property cannot 
be deduced from the Laws of Reason and 
Nature ; and he ought therefore to haye ad- 
mitted at the same time, that his whole theory 
waa a thing of air. In the most respectable 
point of view he could regard his system as 
analogous to Geometry. (If indeed it be 
purely scientific, how could it be otherwise ?) 
Geometry holds forth an Idwl which can 
never be fully realised in Nature, eyen because 
it is Nature: because bodies are more than 
extension, and to pure extension of space only 
the mathematical theorems wholly correspond. 
In the same manner the moral laws of the 
intellectual world, as far as they are deducible 
from pure Intellect, are never perfectly appli- 
cable to our mixed and sensitive nature, be- 
cause Man is something besides Reason ; be- 
cause his Reason never acts by itself, but must 
clothe itself in the substance of individual Un- 
derstanding and specific Inclination, in order 
to become a reality and an object of conscious 
Vol. I. A 8 
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ness aod experience. It will be seen hereafter 
that together with this, the key-stone of the 
archy the greater part and the most specious 
of the popular arguments in favour of universal 
suffrage fall in and are crushed. I will men- 
tion one only at present. Major Cartwright, 
in his deduction of the Rights of the Subject 
from Principles " not susceptible of proof, being 
self-evident — if one of which be violated all 
are shaken," affirms (Principle 98th; though 
the greater part indeed are moral aphorisms, 
or blank assertions, not scientific principles) 
"that a power which ought never to be used 
ought never to exist." Again he affirms that 
" Laws to bind all must be assented. to by all, 
and consequently every man, even the poorest, 
has an equal right to suffrage:" and this for 
an additional reason, because " all without 
exception are capable of feeling happiness or 
misery, accordingly as they are well or ill 
governed." But are they not then capable of 
feeling happiness or misery according as thej 
do or do not possess the means of a comforts 
able subsistence? and who is the judge, what 
is a comfortable subsistence^ but the man him* 
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self? Might not then, on the same or equivalent 
principles a Leveller construct a right to equal 
property ? The inhabitants of this country 
without property form, doubtless, a great ma- 
jority : each of these has a right to a suffrage, 
and the richest man to no more: and the ob- 
ject of this suffrage is, that each individual 
may secure himself a true efficient Representa- 
tive of his Will. Here then is a legal power 
of abolishing or equalizing property: and ac- 
cording to himself, a power, which ought never 
to be used ought not to exist. 

Therefore, unless he carries his system to 
the whole length of common labour and com- 
mon possession, a right to universal suffrage 
cannot exist ; but if not to universal suffrage^ 
there can exist no natural right to suffrage at 
all. In whatever way he would obviate this 
objection, he must admit expedience founded 
on experience and ^particult^r circumstances, 
which will vary in every different nation, and 
in the same nation at differetit times, as the 
maxim of all Legislation and the ground of all 
Legislative Power. For his universal princi- 
ples, as far as they are principles and universal, 
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ncesgArilj suppose umform and perfect sub- 
jects, which are to be found in the Ideas of 
pure Geometry and (I trust) in the Realities 
of Heaven, but never, never, in creatures of 
flesh and blood. 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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